
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 




600076277Z 



,' \ 



JOHN BUNGLE, Junior, 



GENTLEMAN. 



jitm J^ Jirtt 



DUBLIN: 



rRIVTED BT W. KIDD. 



■■ ! I,-. 



PorW. WHITESTONE, B. CORCORAN, D. CHAMBER. 
LAINE, J. POTTS, J HOLY, J. WILLIAMS, W. 
COLLES,T. ARMITAGE, T. WALKER, C. JENKIN, 
T. EUART, W. SPO 1 SWOOD, and C, TALBOT. 

MDGCLZXVI. 



7^. ^ . yi- 



i 



i: 



"S<<'?»K'^<^ 



CONTENTS- 

• Page. 

Title pages - - i 

Editions - - - 18 

Dedications - - - - 31 

Anecdotes of J, B. • - 47 

Sentimental fVriting - Let. i. - 71 

Characters on the Road - Let. 2-87 

Contrafts - Let. 3 - 113 

Sketch of London - Let. 4 - 137 

Ekaions - - Let. 5 - 185^ 

Talkative Woman - Let. 6 - 211 

Groundlefs Fears - Let 7 - 231 

S^lf'Importance - Let. 8 - 245 



TITLE PAGES, 



AND 



EDITIONS. 



Parva leves tapiunf animos. 

OVID. ARS AM01U 



-but then 



Thefe little things are great to little men. 
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JdUT what's your Ti t l e , Sir, your 
Title f cries the firft dealer* in fcierice 
to whom I applied, the ftioment the 
MS. was put into his hands. 

You fee," JOHN/BUNCLE, >«wr." 

With a fignificant ^/ji&, he declared 
it was too fimple, much too fimple ; it 
would never take. 

Why not? Tays I, it will dittinguifti 
B z minie 
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mine from every other publication ; and 
let \tsmeriu do the reft. 

Merits ! This is juft the ftile of a 
young author! Why, fir, tell me, in the 
name of common fenfe, can the merits 
of a book ooze themfelves into the firft 
page, or fweat thro* the binding } Your's 
is a title that fays nothing ; and there- 
fore cannot poflibly difplay its merits, 
fuppofing it poifefled any. 

I WAS going to reply, but he faved me 
the trouble by continuing his harangue. 

*^ Is not this an age, Mr. Buncle, in 
which every man, who would make his 
way in the world, will take care not to 
conceal the leaft ftiadow of merit that may 
belong to him? Will a tradefman be 
contented with having the choiceft affort- 
ment of goods in his (hop, without tempt- 
ing the eye with an exhibition at the win- 
dow ? Do not our news-papers, and ad- 
vertifements in every corner of theftreets, 

abound 
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abound with fuch defcriptions of vendi- 
ble commodities, as may beft allure 
men to purchafe ? Are not their advan- 
tages, their beauties, their elegancies 
carefully difplay'd, from a nobleman's 
villa, to your patentee blacking-cakes ? 
from your fuperb hotels at the polite end 
of the town, to a two-p?nny lodging in 
Broad St. Giles's ?-' from* your refined 
academies, which profefs to give human 
nature its laft polilh, to a night-fchool, 
where reedin and fpellin is carfuly taut ? 
In a word, is not every thing upon a large 
fcale? Do not you fee great choice of 
goods promifed, where you can fcarcely 
meet with a fihgle fample ? The beft 
Coniac, and Wines neat as imported, 
at every gin-Jbop f The Warehoufe for 
flioes and boots infcribed upon every cob- 
let's ftallf 

. *:BuT Literary ^xoAw€L\on&j fir, are fu- 
perior to fuch mean arts.' 

B 3 He 
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He laughed heartily at my fimplicity^ 
You pretend to defcribe men and 
manners, forfooth L Why, fir,, they, are 
full as neceffary here, as in any.othet 
article put up to fale." He aflured me,, 
that many an. exQellent treatife,, to his 
knowledge, was funk down to everlaft- 
ing oblivion, merely by the dead, weight 
of its title page : and .that as. to himfelff 
he had rather be concerned in . the worft- 
performance that, ever reeked from the 
brain of a Dunce, artfully fet off with a. 
njame that pofleffes fome fecret grace to 
attradl the public notice,, thaa in th^x 
works of the moft towering Genius,, u(h- 
ered into the world, with a fl^t, tame, jn- 
fipid appellation. " When, I was green in 
the bufinefs, fir, I tried the experiment : 
I:entered.into the humour, of the author, 
fimply announced' the publication. to the 
world, and as fimply depended upon- its 
merits forrfuccefs.-^Btit it would not do. 
•~They were a. drug upon my hands; 
and might have remained fo to this day, 

had 



TITLt PAGES. 7 

had I not wiped off their dull, vampt 
them up with a new title-page, that was 
either interefting or pleafing, and fent 
them forth from our ark, never to return^ 
thank heaven. If it was not in their na- 
ture, to. foar high in reputation, or fly 
to the moft diftant parts of the earih, I 
have often lent them wings ftrong enough 
to carry them fluttering thro' an edition 
or two, in fpite of all the fands, bogs, 
and hillocks, which would otherwifc in- 
fallibly have fl:opped their, courfe.'* 

Th I s naturally excited my curiofity 
to know a little more of the fecrets of his 
art : ^.nd ai- h*^ \va<:. in a tp-lk-^tivc mood, 
he readily g.\:.i-ric4 i.. 

" In fome cr/\s, [yA he, ^':.- rr '"it is 
entirely our own\ m chri.-, ..hv tiff'-^'-i 
themfelves (hew fo much in;.; ..; r> :. his 
way^ that the whole /one oi lIicIi bcx)k 
feems to lie in its title. 

B 4 "When 
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" When wepublilh the works of an 
author, whofe name is up^ as we phrafe 
k, then indeed we drefs them out in the 
plained garb imaginable, prudently rc- 
'fcrving our ornaments for thofe who ftand 
more in need of them. The Hiftory of 
Rigland, by Rapin de Thoiras, Philofo- 
phical Effays by David Hume, the 
Works of Alexander Pope, Dryden, 
Swift, &c. fufficiently recommend 
themfelves ; and in thefe cafes, we love 
to fliew how much we fcom to ma'ke ufe 
of litde puffing arts, in order to impofe 
upon public credulity. 

** Ac A I N, if an author has not yet ar- 
rived to fo great a degree of eminence, 
why we charitably hope the beft, as in 
^wrcafe; and by a fpirit of prophefy, 
•—which I confefs fometimes fails us*— • 
we announce him to the world as the /n- 
genious^ the Learned^ the Celebrated^ 
carefully difplaying all his tides and of- 
fices, down to the chaplainlhip of a regi- 
ment; 
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ment ; if they appear cither pofts of ho- 
nour or of intelligence. 

** These bays we generally referve 
for Hiftoriographers, Biographers, wri- 
ters of voyages and travels, and the reft 
of the troops that are in our own pay ^ Mr. 
Buncle. 

*' In flight fummer readings, confift- 
ing of curfory remarks, light eflays up- 
on trite fubjefts, private hiftories, no- 
vels, romances, pieces of poetry, &c. 
addrefs is peculiarly requifite : and here, 
to confefe the truth, authors Jbare the 
bays with us at leaft. Thefe publicati- 
ons are to be devoured immediately- 
like a morning paper, or a hot roll or 
they are not worth a button.. . In thefe caf- 
es we take no pains to make the Title of 
the book agree with its contents^— quite 
the contrary ■ T he kfs we reveal, the 
better chance of a fale*— Our bufmcfs is 
tQ catch the attention, which alone can 
B.5 be 
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Adultery Anatomized. 
Benjamin Bernard. 
Betfy Biddle. 
Betty Barnes. 
Country Coufins.» . 
Devil Dick. 
Female Falfliood. 
Fortunate Foundling. 
Frederic the Forfaken. . 
Jemmy Jeflamy. 
Merry Medley. 
Sally Sable, iSfc. &c. . 

" Where a performance, on -the 
contrary, is rich in , materials, and we 
are noi ajhamed o£ pur goods^ we gene- 
rally take care ta let the world know it. . 
The title page now becomes a downright 
chapter of contents;, exhibiting, like 
a broker's (hop, ftich a variety of arti- 
cles to the view of the fpeftator, that the 
deuce is in it if none of them will catch 
him. 

When all thefe methods fail; and we 
cannot get our ware off our hands"— - 

' — aYou curfe the author, Ifuppofe, ^ 

for / 
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for a blockhead, or the world, for its 
want of difcernment ; and fit down con- 
tented with your gains upon more fortit- 
nate produftions.' 

^* No, not .yet. We have ftilt another 
card to play : which is fuch a mafter- 
ftrpke of policy, that the inventor ought 
to have a ftatue eredled to his memory 
in Stationer's Hall. 

^^ What think you, fir, of reprint- 
ing the firft page of a book, that has not 
been alked for a dozen times, and bold- 
ly calling it the Second Edition^ correSl- 
td and improved ?** 

* What think I? that it is a direft 
faUhood, and a grofs impofition upon 
the public.' 

^*HusH, hufh! take care how you 
abufe your friends— You may ftand in 
need of the afliftance yourfelf, ere it be 

long. 
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long. It is true, wc had rather they 
'^^ould fave us 'this trouble : but if they 
Cannot be prevailed upon to read for their 
^<Jificatioii, it is no fault of ours ; and 
^vliy^ in the name ofjuftice, (houldthe 
^ofs fall upon us ? Belides, fir, if, by 
'this artifice, we make mankind wifer and 
V^tter, which is the undoubted tenden- 
cy of all our publications, I think, in 
my confcience, it is a fib well fpent." 

* Were I to allow of this curious ca- 
fuiftry, Mr. Editor, I (hould ftill doubt 
of the efficacy of the means ; for if the 

firji edition has nothing in it to engage 
the public attention, its being called a 
fecond or a twentieth y cannot make it a 
whit the better book.* 

* That's true, fir, but it makes it 
appear the better, and this is enough for 
us. You mull know that the generality 
of purchafers never truft to their own 

judg- 
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judgment in the books they buy. Some 
people have no opinion of a work till it 
has gone through two or three editioni^: 
and would fcom to difgrace their (helves 
with the firjl impreffion of a Locke, a 
Pope, or a Milton. Others again, do 
not defire to be wifer than their neiglr- 
bours, and yet hate that their neighbours 
fhould be wifer than themfelv'es. Thfe 
fight diz Second edition makes thefe genv 
try perfeAly . ajbamedy and they run to 
our (hopjs with xjujnberlefs apologies for 
their inattention. Ih.?i word,. fir; there 
are thoufands who would have nothing to 
do with a book that does not fe^m to take; 
though it were written by the pen of in- 
fpration\ and // it takes, they will have 
it at all events, though too plainly penned . 
with a ^<?^/f quiU." - 

* Bt T to return, Mr. Editor, to thfs 
little production of your humble fervant. 
What name would you advife me to 
give-it } 

« Why, 
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" Why, faith,.! don't know. It is fucb 
an heterogeneous performance, that I can- 
fcarcely tell what to do with' it. There is* 
a (hare of merit in it, and it is too good for 
my common-place ones, and yet none of 
my be^ will fit it, I fear. However, my 
catalogue of virgin titles . is not quite ex- 
haufted, I belreve.*-»-We will run it overy , 
and fee what we can find. 



>*. 



* Virgin titles! what doyou mesm ?' 

" Why, fir, a man's inventive faculties 
are not always- at home -, when they are, 
he ought to ufe them. I often fet myfelf 
down, when I am in a happy mood for 
compofition, and invent a fet of names, 
for produftionSj long before they exift.-^ 
They are fure to come into play one time 
or other ■ V 

He was. turning to the word SENTI- 
MENT :— but I checked his hand. -* 

'Though to poffefa genuine Sentiment, 
faid I, be the charaderiftic of every vir- 
tuous 
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tuom and fenfible heart,, yet at this deli- 
cate aera of Britiffi refinement, when every 
Cook'inaid talks fentiment, and every Por- 
ter boafts of his fenfibility, the word is 
become fo wretchedly proftituted to fub- 
jefts void of fentiment, that it muft foon 
be thrown ofFamongft the exploded phraf- 
es. Pofitively,.it begins to found as dif- 
gufting in my ears as *tis great ^ Y^ry great ^ , 
immen/ely greatj applied to Breflaw's tricks 
with a leg of mutton ; or V/V clever^ amaz- 
ingly clever y infinitely fine^ referring to a 
boy beating minuets upon his chin.' 

We l l then, let us lookamongft the 
mifcellaneous articles. Here is ^ 

The Miscellaneous Traveller. . 
Yet another Travelter. . 
Something Newer. 
The Mental Don Quixote. 
The Spiritual Light-horfe-mam . 
The Moral Huflar. 
Truth wrapt up in a Fallhood. 
A regular Hiftory of a roving Mind. 
A Word to the Wife, and a Scourge 
to the Unwife. 

Of, 
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Or, if you Hke our Alliteration better ; 
what think you of calling youxfelf^ 

Billy Buncle. 
Chearfiil Chatterer. 
Lively Loiterer. 
Talkative Traveller. 
Prating Philofopher. 

It mull abfolutely be fomething in 
that ftile." 

* Tis hard, quoth I, very hard, that af- 
ter an author has carefully Ikimmed the 
cream of his thoughts to regale the public, 
he muft be obliged to infcribe asses 
MILK to he fold on the Poftem.* 

This uriucky expreflion offended my 
gentleman {q greatly, that he turned 
from me without uttering another word; 
and wifhing him a good day, I departed. 

EDITIONS. 
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J5 O polite a cong6 from a: citizen, 
induced me to apply to fome bibliopolifl: 
of renown, on the Weft fide of Temple- 
Bar; naturally prefuming, that there I 
ffiould meet with more enlarged fenti- 
ments. But unfortunately, 

Incidit in Scyllam cupiens vitare Charybdin, 

Ifell into the other extrf me. I,addrefle.d 
myfelf to one, whofe fentiments were, in 
fome refpefts, more enlarg^ed «than. my 
own. 

WiTHou.TCondefcending to turn over 
my manufcript, or concerning himfelf a- 
bout its contents, all his enquiries were 
confined to the Form in which I propofed 
to publifti my work. He talked much a- 
bout the beauty of El^iver editions, large 

types. 
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types, neat picas, royal paper, the peculiar 
grace o£ broad margins, and diflant lines. 

* But, fir, diis manner of printing will 
infallibly drive out a few fisimiliar epftlcs, 
tofcveral volumes quarto.* 

** Aye, to be fure. You do not intend . 
to publifh them in a meaner form ?" 

* Sir, my ambition rifts no higher 
than to humble pocket volumes.' 

"Humble! why &/mW^ pocket vo- 
lumes.?. Though littlet^ they npiay yet be 
j^r(?«^— Tou propofe doubtleft to imitate 
the modern mode, and to have each fmgle 
thought elegantly fet in the centre of a duo- 
decinio page? Suppofe it a trifling one^ 
the Pompofity of the fragile wilj g;ve it ant' 
air of cpnfequence." 

* * I TOL D him I was by no means infeur 
fible to the charms of an elegant edition,^ 
yet his newmodew^s, in my opinion, a 

mod; 
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moft arbitrary and cruel tax upon men of 
letters ; who in general can lead afford to- 
pay it.* 

** Men of letters, (quoth he) are fo few 
in number, that they cannot reafonably 
expedt particular attention fliould be paid 
them ; and entre nous, they feldom concern, 
themfelves with books of thisclafs: but 
for the public at large, it is the moft kind- 
ly tax imaginable— It pleafes every bo- 
dy— Firft, as to the Author; I have 
already hinted it is a happy and certain- 
method of making a few thoughts valua* 
Wtf.— — Befides, fir, the pleafure commiv- 
nicated by an elegant type and fuperfinc 
paper, is imperceptibly afcribed to the 
beauty of fentiment, and clearnefs of ex- 
prcflion in the work itfeir— It is like enun- 
ciation in a public fpeaker; every thought 
has full juftice done it, and is placed in 
the moft confpicuous point of view. 
Whereas, the choiceft ideas of the greateft 
Wit, huddled together in mrrovx lines, 

with 
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withaw/jtfj^ Ictter-prefs, and onfpungy pa- 
per, lofe all their brilliancy, and abfolute- 
ly fink in with the ink. 

" Again, it is nnorc gratifying to the 
pride of the Reader. He fets himfelf 
down before a pompous Quarto, or Folio, 
with all the dignity of a Profeflbr. Or, if 
lie condefcend to dip into thefe duodeci- 
mos, as he lolls upon the fbpha, with his 
tooth-pick in his hand, he has the fatisfac- 
tion to find that even in his indolent mo- 
ments—he can foon become a very volu- 
mnous reade r ■ 

^ And, fir, it is infinitely more to our 
advantJ^e*— A fingle article for a fixpen- 
ny magazine, will, according to this hap- 
py method of printing, fwdl itfelf into a 
treatife of half a crown or three (hillings 
value ; ahd the fame train of ideas com- 
municated to the world in an odlavo for 
» 

five, will, {preadupon one of our Quar- 
to!s, eatidc us to nolefs \hzxi fifteen Jhil- 

lings 
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lings or out guinea per vdume*— What ft 
glorious intereft this for the extraordinary 
confumption of paper !*' 

* I ACKNOWLEDGE, faid I, that there 
-is much force in your remarks, and they 
deferve ^attention. But thefe elegant edi- 
tions, as they are neceffarily more expen- 
five than the others, muft confequently di- 
minifti the number of purchafers.' 

*^ You R confequence is not fo conclu- 
five as you imagine. They may alter the 
clafs of cuftomers, but they may alib in- 
creafe their numbers." 

* Ay e ! this is a paradox that wants 
explanation.' 

*' Why, Sir, expenfive editions fe- 
cure the cuftom of thofe, who, though 
they complain every thing is dear, 
will purchafe nothing that is cheap. And 
the number of fuch, in this metropolis, 
is fo very confiderable, that, were they 

Readers^ 
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Readers^ nine parts out of ten, worid en- 
quire the price of a bode, exclaim a- 
gainft it as exorbitant, pay the money, 
and look with contempt upon an edition 
they might have had for one third of the 
value. 

** Again, a Mattering edition excites 
every one's ciMriofity. It is naturally fup- 
pofed a work muft have fome intrinfic 
merit, or the editor would not have had 
the prefumption to have been at fuch an 
extraordinary expence: and the whole 
impreffion ftands a chance of being fold 
off, before the public are aware of their 
miftake. 

^' And 'finally, thefe fuperb impref- 
fions are fure to draw the attention of 
moftofyour nobility and gentry; who 
colledl books as they colleft piftures, or 
keep miftrefles— not from the great plea- 
fure they take in either, but merely as ar- 
ticles of State. To the eyes of thefe per- 

fonages, 



24 EDITIONS. 

fonages, your puny editions of the molt 
refpeftable authors would cut but a defpi- 
cable figure— For they would liiake ti^ 
ftiew in their libraries.*' 

* Bu T do they pay no attention to ^t3^ 
natiu'e or contents of a book ?' 

** Little or none, fir. They giv^ 
an order for fuch a number of Folios ^^ 
fuch a number of Quartos, or O^avos^ 
according to the largenefs and cohftrudti^ 
on of their book-cafe ; (—or perhaps Duo- 
decimos, where a fortunate comer wiB 
admit them, provided the margins be 
very broad, the lines very diftant, the 
paper fuperfine, and the type a la Baf- 
kervilk,^^) Thefe are generally required 
to be the neweft publications of fome 
note, but the particular choice is general- 
ly left to ourfelves — fo it is often in our 
power toferve a Friend, Mr. Buncle.** 

The furprife I manifefted at thefe de- 
clarations, was conftrued by him as bor- 
dering 
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g upon incredulity ; and, by way of 
xting their validity, he aflured mc 
a gentleman had fent him, the other 
feveral lets of bcx)ks in boards, to be 
rmly bound; fome of which had 
in his pofleffion ten or fifteen years, 
act a (heet of them was as yet cut 
. " I was alfo called (fays he) to re- 
?itre the empty (helves of a Noble- 
s ftudy, in order to ftock them from 
dop. Curiofity led me to take down 
>n*s Natural Hiftory, which was up- 
I adjacent (helf, confifting, of about 
^ volumes in Qiiarto; and I found 
the blundering Binder had lettered 
4iole fet towards the bottom, in an 
ted direftion. This celebrated Phi- 
her hath, of confequence, flood upon 
ead^ it may be feven years, and the 
rietor hath not the leaft fufpicion of 
idignity done him.'* 

>very favourable an account of />^w- 

EditionSy and the hopes of confide- 

C rable 
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rable gains, by an inconfiderable hazard, 
made me more than half a convert to his 
fcheme. For the Works of John Bun- 
CLE^ junior, to appear in four or five vo- 
lumes Quarto ; to be bound in red Mo- 
rocco ; fumptuoufly Gilt and Lettered on 
the back; and placed upon a confpicu- 
ous flielf in a fplendid Library, I will 
confefs, did not a little flatter my vani- 
ty :— and yet, upon recoUeftion, it hurt 
my pride to be treated like a livery Ser- 
vant i— a meer vaffal to another's great- 
nefs : and to have all the praifes due to 
the brilliancy of my thoughts, lavifhed 
upon the Printer or Bookfelkr. ' No, 
faid I, in a muttering accent,— when I 
write it is to be read^ not gazed 2^^^ to cor- 
re^, not countenance folly.' However, I 
thought it prudent to conceal from my 
Chapman this inward conteft between 
Avarice and Pride. But to make a virtue 
of rcjefliiig his advice, I placed my re- 
fufal to the fcore of conjijiency, I obferv- 
ed, that alihough I had not much objec- 
tion 
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tion to fatyrizing others^ I did not like to 
hit myfelf a flap on die face. * Some 
years ago, faid I, my youthful mufe 
brought forth a few lines in ridicule of thefc 
pompous publications ; in which, either 
fortunately or unfortunately, there are 
feveral ideas fimilaT to your own. Whe- 
ther they contain any of the true attic 
falt^ or favor of the fal catbarticum ama" 
rum, pofleffing more bitternefs than pun- 
gency ; or whether there be /alt of any 
kind in them, I (hall leave you to judge 
—Here they arc— 
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When authors of old brought their works ira 

light, 
*MuItuminpar<vo's the motto to which they had rigta 
But now 'tis reversed, — their matter is (lighter, 
*Par<uumin tnulto belongs to each modern writer. 
Deep margins, large letters, the lines at adidancer ^ 
'Stead of genius prolific, become their affiftance. 
Each pitiful Rhymjler has ftich a proud heart too. 
He fcorns to exhibit, in lefs than a ^art$ j 
And like a phyfician, expedeth rich fees 
For being as pompous, and empty as he is. 

"When I read a large volume, with fcarce any print: 
(An emblem too juft of the little that's in't,) 
Which ftript of the fwelling parade of its drefs. 
Would fink i02i Jixpenny pamphlet, or lefs j 
I think of that worlhipful bird, the grave owl. 
Which robb*dof its feathers, is but 3.fma/l fowl ; 
Or the peacock you've feen on the ftage, and have 

fmiPd, 
To hear it contain'd or a liivarf or a child i 
Or, a niifer, that wraps up in papers a-many, 
YouM thick it a treafure — an old filver penny ; 
Or, a Dutchman's large breeches, that cover a bum^ 
No larger perhaps than ihthulh of one^s thumb. 

Indeed I'll confefs, that I fometimes am hurried. 
Left under fuch loads their poor wit fhould lie 
buried, 
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^nd fuffcr the fate o( zjay Tve fcen hop 
:5f^ the chinks of fome reams, in a {lationer*s fhop. 
^\it yet to their comfort, a Flea will draw breath 
^^hrough clothes that would fmother large bodies to 

death. 
-'Vnd look-Lice will crawl under burdens with ia/e, 
*Xhat would give you or me a moft terrible fquecze. 

When I'd written thus far, cries a friend, what's 

the matter ? 
Pray lay down your pen, and chain up your fatire. 
'Wit is fcMTce now a-days $ you muft take it for 

granted 
To give fomething more, for what's fo much tvaniej. 
The/flr^ happy age, abounding in treafure. 
Dealt it out very cheap, with fpecial goodmeafure. 
But now, times are bard i they cannot afford it 
So cheap by three tburths, and yet' they don't hoard \i. 
Your dealers in this kind of food, let me tell ye. 
Though l\\t\x ftock it but fnudly are quite tvilling to 

fell ye i 
And left their dear country fliould perifh for hunger, 
Unripe as it is, they will keep it no longer. 
How generous this ! Then be not too nice ; 
Take what you can get, tho' you pay double price. 
In (hort, wit is fcarce, he that has it may boajion*t. 
And they who have little — muft e'en make the moji 

on't. 
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My gentleman did not like to recog- 
nize his fentiments, when they (eemed to 
bethefubjeft of ridicule -, and degene- 
rating into the ceremonious complaifance 
of the truly Polite^ upon the verge of a. 
quarrel, we took a formal leave of each 
other. 

The triiths uttered by our Blbliopo- 
lift, have had, however, fuch weight 
with me, who defu-e at all times to be 
open to conviAion, that I have refolved 
to. approach nearer to the modern mode 
of publication than was originally intend- 
ed—' If a handfomer fee, (thought I) 
will either give^rffj7/<?r efficacy to my pre- 
fcriptions, or tender them more exten- 
fively ufeful — Well, be it fo. Let Bene- 
voknce forbid any little foolifli fcruplesof 
mine from being prejudicial to mankind.*^ 
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X^ E flatteur reunit dans Ton cara&ere plu* 
fieurs vices infamcs— -II eft menteury en difant 
des chofes qu'il ne croit point— I l eft Poltron, 
car il n'ofe dire cequ'il pcnfc II eft mecAant, 
car il verfe de Fhuile fur le feu de Tamour 
d'autrui— & il eft Ennemi fecret de ceuxdont 
il fe dit ami, car par fes flatteries, il les tient 
dans leurs mauvaifes habitudes. 

OxENSTERN Fenfes diver fes. 

Vol. I. p. 140. . 
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1. HE /A/r^ perfonage, to whom I ad- 
drefled myfelf, fmiled as I related to him 
the fubftance of the preceding dialogues-, 
and he was pleafed to obferve, that they 
took off the Trade tolerably well. But 
this gentleman's ideas were concentered in 
band/ome Dedic A noil ^. As foon as 
the nature of the work was explained to 
him, and he had Ikimmcd over a page or 
two of the MS. " Well, but (fays he) 
Where's your De d i c a t i on ? Whofe pa- 
tronage do you intend to folicit ?" 

* No body'is, fir. Perhaps I may in- 
fcribe the work to the fair companions of 
my tour; or to the lovely Maria, to 
whom the greater part of the letters were 
wiitten.'. 

C 5 That . 
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"That muft not be,** quoth my 
friendly monitor. " Were your ladies,, 
beautiful as Venus^ wife as Mtnervdy^ 
chafter than Diana, I would advife you^ 
now to drop the man of gallantry j and 
alTume the man of prudence.-, reft con-* 
tented with the offerings you have al- 
ready made to the (hrine of their merits,, 
and learn, tradefmaa like, to facrifice 
every other paflion to the (hrine of your 
own emolument. By all means look out 
for fome M^cenas to uftier you into the 
v/orld with eclat. Here is. a charming 
opportunity of paying your refpefts to 
one of the Noblemen, whofe feats you 
havevifited- of which, by the way, it 
is advifable to give a flattering defcriptir 
on. What fay you of addrefling the Earl 
Temple P-^A\mo{i refpeftable character, 
and a friend to hberty.— -Or the young 
Duke o( Devonjhire, who promifes to do 
honour to the noblenefs of his birth and 
family?— Or the Duke of Bridgewater^ 
whofe ingenuity and amazing enterprize 

for 
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for the public good, are the admiration of 
all Europe? Secure the friendftip of ci? 
ther of thefe gentlemen, and your fortune 
is made. For, exclufive of the genteel 
prefcnt, you may reafonably exped in 
payment for your incenfe, the honour of 
their illuftrioiis Names may double the 
fale of your work ; and be of fimilar ad^ 
vantage upon any future occafion.'* 

* I AM not acquainted with either of 
thefe noblemen.*.' 

*' So much the better. It is eafier for 
you to imagine them poffeffed of every 
peiTible perfeftion : and as you know not 
any /// of them, Chriflian charity requires 
you to. believe all that is good.'' 

" Weh e I to compliment them 2t alt, 
it.ftiould be, .not as men of elevated Rank 
or fplendid Fortunes, but as men of 
f^irtue znd good Senfe ^yfhich is the only 
diftih<f\ion I revere. Yet if they be the 
former,, they will deteft flattery i if the 

lat- 
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latter, they will eafily penetrate througB- 
my fervile defigns,* 

*^ These fyllogiflical (/>, Mr. BUncle, 
are very troublefome : they interrupt the 
ufual conrfe of bufinefe ; and they, will 
prove very unprofitable both to you: 
and me." 

^ Then, fir, to adapt my language 
to my fubjeft, and not to be fufpefted 
of palliatmg a meannefs which I abhor,. 
I will fpeak in plainer terms. Dedicati- 
ons are, according to the ufual ftile of 
them, the grofleft infult a man can pof- 
libly commit. Surcharged as they are 
with naufeating falfehoods, they fpeak 
thefe honeft truths; viz. that the adula- 
tor is a KNAVE, and that he treats his 
patron as a Fool. It equally moves 
my indignation, to obferve an Author 
fijt down to invent a certain quantity of 
extravagant compliments^, in order to 
footh the ear of a frail mortal, like him- 
felf, and to fee his Patroa fit patiently 

and 
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*^d cordially to recei ve them. The moft 
t^rfea of human charafters is yet fallible. 
No genuine portrait of any man can be 
drawn without the ufe ofjbaeks. But in 
this fpecies of painting, the brighteft co- 
lours alone are to be employed ; one dar- 
ker //»/ would deftroy the whole :— eve- 
ry portrait therefore muft lofe its likenefs; 
•^it muft be falfe. 

' Be s I D E s , I (hould be forry to injure 
the perfon whom I attempted to cele- 
brate/ 

Injure him; what do you mean ?" 

* Why, fir, 

** Praife undeferved, is fatire in difguife.'* 
So many tranfcendant virtues are daily 
ktvilhed upon the fVortbkfs^ that when 
I fee an author take fuch pains to prove 
his patron fuper-excellent, I am tempted 
to fuppofe he is varniftiing over fome in- 
famous flaw in his charafter. The pa- 
negyrift may, perhapsj fatisfy his con- 

fcience 
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fcience by calling it Irony ; but it is rather 
too cruel to hoid a man up to public con- 
tempt, and endeavour to render him 
vain of his accomplilhments, at the fame 
inftant." 

'* These refined fpeculations, Mr. 
Buncle, will npt fill our pockets. If you 
have any regard for your work, or in- 
tend that I fliould get any thing by you, 
prepare a handfome dedication I fay, and 
lopk out for fome one to whom you may 
iitfcribe it.'; 

" Well, fir, though I comply with 
jmr humour in writing a dedication, I 
(hall confult my own in the choice both of 
fubjed and manner.^-^However, don't 
be ftartled, for I (hall addrefsmyfelf to 
fuch Refpeftable Perfonages, that the firft 
nobleman in the realm would not be dif- 
graced by an alliance with them. Give 
me pen, ink, and paper.' 

I RETIRED, into a parlour, behind the 
(hop^^ and wrote the following. 

DE- 
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T O 

RELIGION, VIRTUE, 

AND 

PLEASANTRY. 

May it pleafe your Excellencies^ 

JjO fincerely doldeteft adulation^ 
and in fuch a fovereign contempt do I hold 
the fervility of moft Dedications, that I 
had refolved, (hould it ever be my lot to 
commence Author, to omit that ceremo- 
ny altogether, . and fend my produdlions 
into the world, without either Friend or 
Patron ^ rather than purchafe the one or 
the other, by offering* up to Vanity, 
the incenfe of Fa ls hood. But no foo- 
ner did P think of laying this little produc- 
tion 
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tion at your feet, than thefe my refolutions 
vaniftied ; as in truth, every objedlion 
was at once removed. 

To YOU, FAIR LADIES, and toyou 
alone it is, that in faying xhtpoUteJi^ we 
are able to fay the trueji things, without 
the moft diftant charge of Flattery.. Nor 
is there any danger of miftake, were we 
to lavifh upon you, the moft excellent^ 
right reverend^ or right honourable Titles 
upon earth. .Ye are the Standards 
of what is ^r^^/, good^ beautiful emd bajH 
py ! The characters of all men are alone 
eftimated, according to their proximity 
to your iC^oditX, It is you, whom we 
admire in every good and upright, and 
happy Being^-^nder your influence, 
mortals may be as Gods upon the earth, 
at once enjoying, and communicating 
felicity ! 

What, O Piety, what could we 
not aflert in thy praife ! Thou art the 
balm of life •,—• the befl antidote to its 

nume- 
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numerous ills.— Thou gildeft the black 
cloud of calamity ;— and thou teacheft 
Man, like a fkilful mariner^ to defcry the 
fairefl weatber^ through the moil boif- 
terous ftorms. Thou enabled him to 
ride the roughed waves of adverfity, 
laughing at the rude winds which raifed 
them— Thou art the poor man's Wealth, 
yea, the Ricbeji without thee are poor in- 
deed. The Good love thee ; the Hoicked 
acknowledge thine excellencies, and like 
their father^ the Devil^ believe and trem- 
hie. Thou art the fouree of tranfporting 
hope to all thy faithful Votaries. Nor 
can Mortals be willing to forego the hap- 
pinefs thou doft promife, and reft con- 
tented with the portion of Br u x e s , un- 
til their vices have rendered them viler 
than the beafts in their ftalls, and great- 
er vermin upon the earth than thofe which 
infeft their habitations ! 

Virtue, thou folid good? Thou 
art but another name for Order, Harmo- 
ny, and Peace! Thou doft implant 

peace 
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peace within^ and fecure it from without. 
Aduated by tbee^ the moral World would 
move on fmoothly and equably, like one 
well-ordered machine, whofe every wheel 
turns true upon its axis, and contributes 
its part to the regularity of the whole 
Were mortak under thy kindly influence, 
Tyranny w-ould ceafe ; Oppreflion would 
be no more ; Treachery, low Craft, 
Sdiiftinefs, would take their flight to 
Hell ; Temperance, Integrity, Benevo-r 
lence, would dwell for ever amongft. us> 
The Sons of confujion and rapine alone 
woidd lament the change. The Altars 
of fanguinary laws would be bereaved of 
the facrifices : Our Courts of Juftice would 
become defolate : Advocates and Coun* 
fellors, whofe pliant confciences attack 
or defend thee, as Interejl beckons, 
would hold down their heads like a bul- 
rujb^ and mourn the lofs of their prey! 
Under thy aufpicious culture, the human 
mind would pufli forth every ornamental 
Grace, aad be rendered fit to be tranf- 

planted 



DEDICATION. 43 

planted to a happier foil ^ yea, it would 
be prepared for the enjoyment of tbaf 
Being, whom thou haft taught it to 

imitate ! 

An D as to my lively frie nd Fl e a s a n- 
TRY, fhe will rejoice to be addreffed as 
the genuine offspring of Religion and Vir- 
tue. Vicious and undifcerning minds,, 
indeed, have frequently miftaken thee, 
for that Harlot Clamorous Riot ; and ea- 
gerly fearch after thee in the loud Laugh ^ 
raifed by the profane or obfcene jeft.-— 
But they find thee not.— Thy abode is 
with Innocence alone.— Thou dwelleft in; 
the breaft that is attuned to chearfulnefs, 
by being calm within, or fweetly agitat- 
ed with the tranfporting hopes of future 
blifsl 

Go on, lovely Miaid; continue to- 
gladden the days of thy venerable pa- 
rents. Let thy cheary and enlivening 
company recommend them to the 
world: let thy " heart-eafing mirth" 

efface 
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efface each furrow from the brow of the 
Religious ;— chafe away each gloomy 
idea from thofe to whom" loathed me- 
lancholy" belongeth not. Let it con- 
vince mankind that to be pious and 
good, is the oiily way to be chearful 
and happy ! . 

It is. Most excellent fair 
ONES, becaufe ye are fo immediately 
formed for the fociety of each other, that 
I have ventured to unite you in this ad- 
drefs. Nor can you, notwithftanding- 
your various degrees of excellency, fuf- 
fer a feparation, without fome violence 
being committed upon your perfons. 
Thofe, O Religion^ who would fever 
thee from Virtue^ pervert thy lovely na- 
ture, and fink thee into vile Bypocrify 
Thou, Virtue^ without Religion^ art 

but cold and hopelefs Philofophy ^And 

thou. Mirth, indulged without the 
fanftion of both, becomeji the mere laugh- 
ter of fools! 

Unitx, 
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Ukite, ye filler Graces, unite your 
force againil the vain maxims, and de- 
lufive pleafures of the world. May the 
number of your admirers daily increafe ! 
—Let all men love, where Lore may be 
indulged without Jealoufy ; — ^for fuch is 
the nature of your charms, that ye can 
beftow them liberally upon each votary, 
and yet their luftre (hall not be fuUied, 
nor their value diminifhed— -Nay, the 
more we are captivated by them, the 
more (hall we love and congratulate each 
other! 

Accept the following pages from the 
hands of one, who has an ardent defire 
to reprefent you in a juft light : Whofe 
foul is vexed to fee you reviledy by thofe 
ye would befriend-^ and whofe bofom 
glows with honeft indignation, when he 
beholds rafh Profanenefs^ ignoble Vice^ 
and defpicable Hypocrify^ purfued and 
wor(hipped inftead of you ! 

If 
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If there be aught in thefe (heets, ci 
ciliated to vindicate yoiir honour, p( 
mit me to lay them at your feet, as 
token of the fincere Refped and Venei 
tion with which 
/ atriy 

Te worthieji Fair^ 

Tour mojl devoted Servant 

London , 
May 10, 1775. 

My friend was fufficiently pleafed w 
the dedication itfelf ; but he feemed 
think that the Perfonages to whom it v 
addreffed, were not fufficienriy refpe(51 
ble : and, as a term of treating with n 
infilled upon my prefenting it, with af 
trivial alterations, to three Maids of 1 
nour, or Ladies of the Bed-chamber^ whc 
he would recommend to my notice. 

I RECOLLECTED the words of I 
motto, and bid him adieu. 

ANE 
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X Uiffent tou8 les hommes fe fouvenir 
qu*ils font firdres I Quails ayent en horreur la 
Tyrannic exerc6e fur les ames, comme iU ont 
en execration le brigandage qui ravit par ia 
force, le fruit de I'induftrie paifible ! 

Voltaire fur Vintolerancc, 
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John BUNCL E/ junior. 

J\ M I ever to be the dupe of fagc 
'advice, forced u|k)ii me by the officious? 
A brother of the quill is now teazing and 
Avherreting me to write a Preface. He 
fays, and I fuppofe he fpeaks from expe- 
rience, that a fuitable jpreface is a well 
timed prologue, which often faves a bad 
play:— He advifes me to affure the pub- 
lic, in the moft refpedful terms, that 
thefe letters were merely intended for pri- 
vate infpeftion;*— that I am deeply fcnfi- 
blehow unworthy they are of public no - 
D 5 tice, 
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tice,*— and yet that I rely with the utmoftr 
confidence on the candour of my readers!. 
—He defires me to alledge, or invent, a 
variety of plaufible motives for making 
them public •,— to apologize for the free- 
*dom of fome fentiments, to crave indul- 
gence for others, and a general pardon 
for involuntary errors. He afferts this to 
be peculiarly neceffary in z literary cor- 
refpondence, where it is not in the power 
of the moft obfequious Writer to fay a ci- 
vil thing to his j*(?w//^ Reader, except in 
this part of his work. ** ^ir, (fays he) 
the mod courteous Reader likes to be 
treated with deference ; and if you ex- 
peft that he (hould attend to what you 
and your friends are chattering about for 
fuch a number of letters, the leaft you 
can do is to make him a polite and infi- 
nuating bow, before you begin the dif- 
courfe/' 

I HINTED to him, that my fentiments 
were too freely cxprcffedin the Dedicati- 
on, 
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on, for me to be guilty of fuch a grofe im- 
propriety. 

It is an impropriety that will be very 
-well received, I promife you, let it hz 
ever fo gioCs. I cannot have be:n fin au- 
thor upwards of twenty yrars^ wi;hout 
knowing the -public a little. They will 
bear any thing, Mr. Bjncle, rather than 
to htjligbted. If you will not compliment^ 
you m2Ly fatyrize them.; if you will not 
laugh mitb them, you may laugher them, 
and they will join the laugh with you; 
but, at your peril, fir, do not treat them 
with negle^y 

And now, my Readers, good or bad, 
be affured that it is not niy defign either 
to coax, or flight, or fatyrize you. For 
as thou, who now readeft thefe lines, art 
totally unknown to me, I am equally 
afraid of coaxing a fool^ fawning upon a 
knave^ fatyrizirtg an innocent charafter, or 
flighting ?irefpe£lable one. — And yet the 
D z advice 
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advice of my Goiinfellor ii^ not totally def- 
titute of reafon : for, would any parent, 
who makes the leaft pretcnfions to hu- 
manity, fend the fruits of his Joins into 
the wide world, to be turned round ^nd 
round— examined from top to toe— have 
ail his imperfeftions laid open— all his 
good qualities made light ctf", like a flave 
at a man-market ; — and perhaps be fnub- 
bed, brow-beaten, and handfomely ia(h- 
ed into the bargain ? Would the crueleft 
parent upon the face of the earth fubmit 
to this ? Or would the mo^ partial think 
his favourite boy able to endure fo fiery 
a trial ? No. He would lead him by the 

hand himfelf into life ^ he would do 

full juftice to his good qualities ; ^he 

would conceal or palliate his faults ; 

he would perfuade the world that they 
were the refult of inexperience or youth- 
ful inadvertency ; and that by patient in- 
dulgence and good ufage, he may in time 
be made a man of. And why fhould 
thefe Bantlings, the joint offspring of my 

head 
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head and my heart, be thrown warm from 
the birth upon the cold ground, to hz 
kicked and trampled upon by every jack- 
anapes that meets with them? 

I KNOW but of one way to prevent this 
foul ignominy ; which is, gentle reader, 
to introduce myfelf into thine acquaint- 
ance, before we travel through thefe let- 
ters together. . We all have experienced, 
that the flighteft knowledge of a pcrfon 
is oftentimes the parent of favourable 
prejudices. Js there a vacancy for a Bo- 
rmij^b^ Q^ fpr finy Office ^ my good friend ? 
Thou wiU give thy fuflfrage, and per- 
chance thiqe intereft, for me, or for the 
fon of him, with whom thou haft acciden- 
tally cracked a bottle of vfiiie or two, ra- 
ther than to one thou haft never proved 
to be an honeji fellow. Doft thou want to 
cheapen linens, filks, or laces, madapi, 
or faunter away thy idle hours in giving 
fome ftiopman a great deal of trouble for 
nothing ? Thou will certainly confer this 
D 5 privilege 
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privilege upon him- to whera-thoirl 
had the flighteft recommendation, rai 
than meet the face of a firanger, ] 
wilt thou, my Lordj fo willingly 
nour a tradefman with (landing in 
books, unlefs he has been mentioned 
to thee as one not undeferving of thy 
couragement. . 

Op this princijple I may lawfuBy a 
myfelf : and therefore will Imakc nvy 
known unto thee, courteous Reader ; 
fer, at leaft, as may ferve this my j 
pofe : being perfuaded, that when, t 
art informed of my Birth, Parentage, j 
Education, thou wilt alfo be fomew 
prejudiced in rny favour, and the rr 
gracioufly receive this little w'ork un 
thy protedion. 

Be it known, therefore, unto all wh 
it may concern, that I am the young 
Son of John Bungle, Gent, of mar^ 
lous Memory J who leaped Precipic 

tumb 
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tumbled through Mountains, found 'uoife^ 
^^igood Men, beautiful and learned Wo- 
men, 

'' Where you and I all day might travel^ 
And meet with nought but fand and grivelj* 

Itmuftbe a matter of great indifference 
to the world, which of his Wives called 
me her Son, as they were all equally beau- 
tiful, and equally accomplilhed; But to 
Ihew how much th? community might 
Have loft in me by a too early burial, I 
think it proper to acquaint them, that my 
Progenitrix was his/t?w«/i& Confort ; with* 
whom he eloped in the perfon of Mifs 
Z)tt«^i— whom he buried the feventh 

day after her deceafe ; -and whom he 

afterwards married in the perfon of Dr. 
SiainviPh widpw. 

From my Father I inherited a ftudi- 

ousandfpcculativeturn of mind: and if 

felf-love has not deceived me, I fhare fome 

portion of his enthufiaftic love of Truth. 

D 4 The 
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The catmnefs and moderation, for which 
my good mother was fo exemplary, has^ 
on the other hand, happily qualified that 
warmth and impetuofity of temper, which 
was amongft the chief foibles of my old 
gentleman. So that I have always found 
ipyfelf more difpofed to pity the errors,, 
or fmile at the weaknefles of niankind^, 
than to vex and irritate my foul about 
them :-^and this, gentle reader, I would 
earneftly recommend to thee, as the mod 
agreeable method of efcaping the thorn$ 
and briars of a troublefome world, which 
are fo apt to prick and tear every fenfible- 
heart. But although my parents h2i4 
thus phyfically united in my compofitioa 
their own oppope^ excellencies, yet they 
both contributed towards forming rne of 
an amorous complexion ; for which I am- 
not equally thankful ; as it has hitherto, 
been the fource of all the afflictions I have 
fjufFered in life. 

My father took as much cafe of my 

education, 
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education, as his paffion for rambling a- 
bout in fearch of adventures would per* 
m. But he thou^t it an article of the 
utmoft importance, to make me thorough- 
ly acquainted with Polemical Divinity ; in 
which he was himfclf fo great an adept. 
When I was fcarcely twelve years of age. 
I was able to handle my weapons with 
fuch dexterity, that every Athanafian 
Combatant was afriaid to enter the lift with 
me. My father triumphed in his fuccefs ; 
and thanked Heaven that his darling fon 
promifed to be as great a champion for 
the truth as himfelf. Alas, good man, in 
this refpcft he was wretchedly difappoint- 
ed ! I know not how it happened, but as 
I advanced in^ years, my zeal for contro- 
verfy not only abated, but was turned in- 
to difguft. This might, in part, be ow- 
ing to that moderation of temper I re- 
ceived from my mother 5 and partly, to 
being wearied of thofe. endlefs wranglings 
to which I was 4>erpetually witnefs in my 
father's houfe ^ and which, after the lofs 
D5; of 
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of much breath and temper on each fide,, 
ended' only in the vain triumph of one an- 
tagonift; and the mward chagrine of the 
other : and'partly to the ftudy of ethics, 
which taught me that it was a duty to era- 
dicate thofe feeds of vanity and^ paflion, 
controverfy has fuch a natural tendency 
to cherifh;. 

But, alas ! this indifference to con-> 
troverfy, has involved, me in: nsearly aa 
great difficuItieSj.. as ,my poor father had 
ever ; fuffered from his :^eal . ^ Though my 
worthy. Sirop was^, (and thou knowefli; 
reader, his . cafe is not fmgular) fuch a Bir* 
got for enlargedfentiments^ . and fo fnripus 
for moderation^ that he woyld be often 
tempted, to d^mn a man for want of cbarJr 
ty:^ yet he beheld the tranquility of my 
difpofition, fometimes with deep concern, 
but'oftner with fo much chagrine and pe- 
tulancy, as to render my fftiiation under 
bis lioof very luicomfor table. 

One 
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On 15 day, as I entered his ftudy tore- 
cieive a lefture in moral philofophy, he 
wa$ reading the following paflage out of 
Locke upon Toleration : /^^ If men are to 
be impelled to embrace certain opinions 
by fire and fword, or obliged by coercive 
meafuires to obferve certain forms of wor- 
fhip, without anyattention being paid to 
morals, £5?^:" * • immediately he turned 
towards me, his eyes flafhing with refent- 
ment, " Here, boy, ffays he) can you 
read this animated paflage of the beft and 
wifeft man that ever cxifted, and yet con- 
tinue with the tamenefs of a milkfop ? Dc> 
not fome drops of your father's blood boil 
within you,- at the unreafonablenefs of 
your orthodox divines, who will not let 
others think for themfelves, becaufe they 
know too well, that every rational and in^ 
telligent mind, muft 'defpife their unin- 
telligible jargon?" This preface introduc- 
ed many fevere reflexions aponmy indifr 

* Si horn.incs igne & ferro, &c. Eplft. de Tol. p. 4. 

ference 
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ference to the great caufe of truth; upon^ 
my lukewarmnefs,. nay, total want of" 
:^eal, for the doftrines of primitive and. 
uncorrupt Chriftianity. 

Stimulated by thefe reproaches, I 
yenmred to anfwier my Sire in the foUow- 
ing manner. ' Surely, fir, Iftiall be per-^ 
mitted toufc that freedom, in expoflulat- 
ing with you, which you did not think in-r 
decent in expoftulatirig with your Galvi- 
niftic father. Nor can I for ar moment 
fufpeft, that the feverity of your refent- 
ment will fall upon me, when- you have 
complained fo loudly of the cruelty and 
injuftice of your parents upon a fimilar 
occafibn. A profeffed ad vocate for liber- 
ty of confcience will not, cannot, befoin- 
Gonfiftent as to deprive another of that in- 
cftimable right. As often as you fhall 
find me inattentive to the grand duties of 
religion, reprove me, and I will thank 
you. Bat I don't find myfelf under any 
obligations to oppofe my natural propen- 

fity, 
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fity, and become the knight-errant of 
ni€re fpeculative opinions. Perhaps I 
Hiight be able to- vindicate nay indifFer- 
rence. This I know, riiat, young as I 
am, I have feen Chriftians fo bufy in fet- 
tling their faitb^ that they have fcarcely 
any time left for practice. I hay:e feeo: 
them, inftead of receiving with meeknefs 
and joy, the meflagie fent from above, 
warm themfelves with metaphyfical dif- 
ptttes coneernmg the divine nature and 
perfonal dignity of the Embafladdr. And 
akho' this Embaffador enjoins brotherly 
love, as the genuine fign of a true d^fciple, 
are they not cutting one another's throat, 
to -fhew their attachment to fome particu- 
lar dogma of his peaceable religion ? Iri 
ftiort, whilft they are taking infinite pains 
to put their creed in order, are they not 
ruffing their tempers, and lofing fight of 
that fpirit of moderation and patience, 
nay, of that (erioufnefs and piety, which 
are the only fymbols of true Chriftlanity ? 
That very. education thou haftr given me, 

good 
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author ctfthe following letters has run the 
gauntlet, are not fufficiently interefting to 
licenfe him, according to my old gentle- 
man's expreflion, " To make auy one 
pay for his hiftory," and therefore I ftiall 
p^f3 them over in filencet^. 



♦"The above will in fome rcfpedt accoitnt for that 
concife, but Je^jtre falirc, pur worthy parent has 
paffed upon his children, inrthe fecond volume of 
his Life, p. 137, where he fays, ** A$ I mention 
noibingof my children hy Jihmanynjoiwes^ fome readtrs 
may perhaps nmndff at this ; and therefore to gt<ue a 
genfral anfwer once for all, I think it fufficient to 
ffkferve, that I had a great many to carry on the fuc- 
celFion, but at they 'were never concerned in at^ ex- 
traordinary affairs, nor e<ver did any remarkable 
things that I have heard of, only rife and hreakfa/i, 
read andfaunter, drink and eat, it 'would not he fair, 
in my opinion, to make any one pay for , their hijiory.'' 
Gentle reader, as I am already (lamped with the 
chara^er of a fool, by my owji dear father, Ipub- 
li(h thefe letters with the more boldncr<?. Fortu- 
nately for flie, I have novr no charadleT to lofe, and 
therefore the only chance left me is, that they may 
be the meani of recovering your good opinion, and 
of wiping off the reproach our dear father has en- 
tailed upon us. 



In 
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In procefs of time^ however, an op- 
portunity prcfented itfelf of putting into 
praftice the noble refolution fo manfully 
cxprefled to my father. A love affair, 
which had long been upon my hands, and 
which was attended with as many difap- 
pointments, embarraflments, and crofs 
purpofes, as ever filled up the meafure 
of a five (hilling romance, liad fo im- 
paired my conftitution, that in fpite of 
philofophy, I have narrowly efcaped fall- 
ing a viftim to it. Smooth hope, which 
for a long time fwam, like the pureft Ftar 
lian oil, at the top of all my misfortunes, 
(if you will allow me, kind reader, tp 
repeat a greafy idea) at length began tQ 
(ink ; and my animal fpirits, hitherto 
fuppofed to he full proof, were evaporat- 
ing faft away, and leaving^ a vapid mafs 
behind. This faid amour, it is true, af- 
terwards took a more favourable tum^ 
and enabled me to lay in a frefli flock 
of both the above commodities. But now, 
alas, the rejfel became fo fhattered, that 

it 
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it was fcarceiy able to contain them. Or, 
to drop a metaphor I can hold no longer, 
the weakly ftate of my frame rendered it 
advifeable for me to take a journey intcy 
the country ; as thou wilt fee more parti- 
cularly towards the conclufion of the firft 
letter, if thy patience, gentle reader, car- 
ry thee fo far. 

The lovely Maria was at this time up- 
on a vifit to a young lady in the weft of 
England. This young lady is, as you 
may naturally imagine, very beautiful, 
and in every xt(^z€i perfe£lly accompUJbed^ 
notwithftanding her infinite inferiority to 
Maria. The old gentleman, her father, 
whofe hiftorical name is Franklin^ has 
rendered himfelf no lefs confpicuous for 
his refined tafte and admirable chara<ftcr, 
than he is for the largenefs of his fortune, 
and the antiquity of his family, &c. &c. 
He is alfo bleft with two fons, who pro- 
mi fe to anfwer their parents moft fanguine 
expeAations^ &c. &c. Theeldeft, who 

is 
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^5 lately become of age— BVit, as it is al- 
ways to be underftood, that the particu- 
lar frieads of the author poflefs every pof- 
fible excellency, a farther delineation^ of 
charaders is fiiperfluous. 

I PROMISED this little coterie of valu- 
^Je friends, to tranimit to them, as lei- 
fure and opportunity might permit, a 
faithful account of my peregrinations, 
fo far^ at leaft, as they (hould feem in- 
ftruiftive or entertaining. Thefe friends 
vrcte plcafed to exprefs fuch fatisfadtion 
in the courfe of this cpiftolary correfpon- 
dence, that behold I have infenfibly writ- 
ten Folumes I 

My intelligent readers will eafily con- 
jefture the reft. Maria, and her worthy 
affociates, earneftly folicited rac to make 
them public. They urged the pity it 
was, thatfo many fine thoughts and juft 
obfervations, as they partially termed 
them, (hould he confined to individuals^ 
They did not omit to remind me, that 

Know- 
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Knpwledge^likc the cheary light and genial 
warmth of ^he fun, may be participated 
by numbers, without the leaft diminuti- 
on of the influence primarily flied upon 
a few. 

I, A s is ufual upon the(e occafions^ 
was as earned in my rcfufal -.-^begged 
they would not tempt me to expofe my- 
felf to the world :— Infifted upon thcgreat 
difference there was between relying up- 
on the kindly prejudice of Friends j how- 
ever penetrating their undfrftanding, 
and refined their ftate, and yielding my- 
felf upto the mercy of relentlefs Critics. 

They^ on the other fide, did me the 
lionour to laugh me out of countenance: 
-^accufed my timidity as a ridiculous 
and ill-timed baftifulnefs :-^were pleafed 
to fay many more civil things of me, and 
of my epiftles, than I dare to repeat, tho* 
my fingers itch to write them. In fine, 
tjiey wrelUed with my modefty for about 

five 
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jhsjeMr^j which ifi a longer fpace than 
modefty has been known to refift for fonac 
time paft ; but, like Jacob in the vifion, 
they at length prevailed, though they al- 
fo wre/Hed wilb an angel. 

Ok rather^ this friendly conteft tcnrri- 
nated in the following capitulation. It 
was mutually agreed, that various trivi- 
al circumftanees (hould be expunged: 
as alfo the pafftonate expreffions in my 
epiftles to Maria \ natufally conjedturing 
that thefe would be deemed mere rant and 
nonfenfe by every icy hearted mortal, 
though my fair correfpondent and myfelf, 
thought them the mod interesting of any. 
And^ left others (hould not difcem fo 
much light and heat in them as my indul- 
gent friends, it was finally refolved, that 
only o»? Volume (hould be publi(hed, by 
way of fpccimen ; and that the remain- 
der (hould follow at convenient intervals, 
provided my Readers will evidence a pro- 
per inchnation to continue witneflTes to 

our 
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our correfpondence, by clearing my edi- 
tor's {helves of the prcfcnt irapreffion. 

One inconvenience attends this mode 
of publication. Th^ introduftory pieces 
will appear too large in p/oportion to the 
number of Letters ; but as this difpropor- 
tion will vanifh when the whole cqllefti- 
on is published, the Reader muft per- 
ceive how much it is in his own power to 
obviate it 
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SENTIMENTAL WRITING. 



For 'tis our way, (you know) for fear o'thVorft, 
To be before hand ftill, and cry fool firft. 

Epil. to the Old Batchelor. 
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LETTER I. 

Uxhridge^ Jtdy i^^ 1769. 
To Maria. 



OINQE you have commanded me, 
y^ung lady, to give you a particular ac- 
count of this my journey, and to defcribe 
^he various incidents I may meet with on 
*^y intended route, I hope you will per- 
'^it our correfpondence to be entirdy in 
^^e SENTIMENTAL ftil^ The fenti- 
^^^ntal is the only mode of writing we 
^^e all allowed to adopt in this feeling 
^ge, were we only to defcribe the plea- 
sures of a puppet-fhew : And furely no 
^an who makes the leaft pretenfions to 
gallantry, would venture to prefent any 
^ther offering at the feet of his Dulcinea. 
E In 
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In fliort, my dear, it is the ton of the 
times, and copfequently we may as well 
be out of the world, as not to become 
exLras^aganily fond of it. 

** S A Y ye who b ft can tell," ye Book- 
fellers-, what would become of all our 
Journey^ our Lucubrations^ our Peregri- 
nations^ our Plays^ our Novels^ our Ro- 
mancesj which are daily (howered down 
in fuch plenty on our thrice happy land> 
did they not contain this manna, this 
light aerial heavenly food ? Would they 
not be repudiated by the moft voracioiBS 
appetite that ever devoured a circulating 
library ? Would they not foon be turned 
into thread-papers, or be found at the 
bottom of all the paftry in the nation ? 

Ill-nature may fuggeft that this 
prevailing paffion for fentiment is to 
be afcribed to a mixture of indolence and 
vanity^ which ill-nature will fay, cha- 
rafterizes the prefent generation; and 

that, 
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that, although the former prevents them 
from thinking, the latter will not let them 
appear void of thought ; the confequencc 
of which is, authors are obliged to think 
for them.— In the fame manner as the in- 
genuity of their paftry-cooks, raantua- 
makers, and milliners, furnHhes a con- 
tinual fucceflion of elf'gancies and dain- 
ties, and faves their cuftomers of polite 
tafte a world of trouble : For here alfo 
they have nothing more to do, than to 
^ behold, admire, purchafe, -and exhibit 
as their own. 

This malevolence may urge. But I 
bve to put the beft conftruiftion upon hu- 
man adtions, and therefore fcruple not to 
aflert, that this modern love of fenti- 
ment proceeds from an univerfal refine^ 
ment in morals, from that purity and 
ferfeSlion in virtue^ which mak-^s fenti- 
mental productions the natural food, the 
daily bread of the times: as congenial 
to our refined natures as the element df 
E % water 
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water to the finny tribe, or a pure atmoP- 
phere to our organs of refpiration. And 
what confirms me in this opinion is, the 
prevalence oi fentiment Kiw^n in the hours 
of the moft unguarded relaxation. Often 
may we hear the roaring fong at the ta- 
vern burft forth fentiment, and a drunk- 
en chorus re-echo their approbation. Eve- 
ry toafl muft be fweetened by this delec- 
tabk ingredient, or it is no longer relifti- 
ed by our refined palates. Delicate plea- 
Jures to fnfceptible minds is the common 
prelude to a debauch. Happinefs to thofe 
'U)ho wijlj it toothers^ will often introduce 
a bloody nofe. Fidelity to friends^ and 
generojity to enemies^ ispropofed, or loud- 
ly applauded, by the man who endea- 
vours to circumvent the choicefl compa- 
nion of his bottle.' 

Were I to be more ferions, and hint 
at one caufe, v/hich I am perfuaded has 
its ft^are, your, modefty, Maria, might 
tempt you to think me ftill more in jeft; 

or 
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or I fliould alledge, that a refined tafte, 
and genuine delicacy of fentiment, ap- 
pearfo attradive in the happy few of you 
who really poflefs them, that it is not in 
the leaft furprifing, others, who do not 
poflefs them, fhould envy and counter- 
feit thefe excellent qualities : Though 
they are not more fortunate in thtfe at- 
tempts, than the illiterate vulgar in their 
ridiculous afFedlation of choice v/ords and 
dainty phrafes. 

But, whatever be the caufe, I have 
no objedlion againft conformity to this 
prevailing tafte.— Far from it.— I really 
prefer gathering up good ufeful fenti- 
ments as I traverfe the country, to col- 
ledling of pidlures, picking up of cockle- 
(hells, catching of butterflies, creeping 
after infefts, culling of fimples, mea- 
furing of fteeples, or any other travel- 
ling occupation in which, an ambitious 
trifler may alfo feek renown. I could enu- 
merate a variety of fuperior advantages 
E 3 it 
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it poflefles, but (hall only mention on^ 
or two^ which more immediately con- 
cern myfeff. 

In. the firft place ii is the cheapefi. 
The largeft coUeftioa of thoughts which 
a man can decently lay in, need notcoft 
him more thaa his travelling expences. 
So that he mull run many miles indeed, 
before he runs out aay thing of a fortune. 
—Which, by the way, is not always 
the cafe with the other gentry, who are 
often in the utmoft danger of hanging 
half their eftates upon the probofcis of a 
Beetle^ the antenna of a Butter fiy^ or the 
ionvolution of a Shelly and of giving 
more for a painted landfcape, than the 
proprietor gave for the original territory. 
He is alfo at liberty to travel when^ where ^ 
and bow he pleafes,— to go Eaft^ W^ft-, 

North or South^ by land ox water 

It makes no difference— If he has but 
fire within him, he will be fure to find 
incidents enough to ftrike out fparks ir 

abun- 
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abundance.— —Nay, the fmalleft inci- 
dents will often contain the moft flint^^ 
The infpeAion of a town hall, parifli- 
churcb, market-place, or county pri- 
ibn, which your common clafs of travel- 
lers are for ever running their heads into,- 
in order to draw fomcthing olit ci them, 
ihall not give rife to fuch ftirewd jremarks 
in a Sentimental rambler, as a beggar, 
ballad-finger, or a mountebank- He. 
can change the deferts of Arabia . into a. 
fruitful vale ; . and barren fands become, . 
by bis magic power, more prolific in: 
gem« than the coafts of Golconda, caa 
boaft.— In a word, it matters not, one 
m(h, what fcenes our Sentimentalift 
meets with on the road, but what he has 
\,o fay about them. 

Therefore, to begin.— 

B ut the roads adjacent to yon 

great dty are crouded with fuch a con- 

courfeof people, fhouting, crying, fwcar- 

ing, begging, joftling; and obftrufted 

E4 by 
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by fo many vehicles of all forts and fizes^ 
that if a man had the fineft fet of ideas' 
in the world, it is a thoufand to one a- 
gainft his getting clear of the town with 
them. Sothattheonlythingwhichoughtto* 
engage the attention, of even a fentimen- 
tal traveller, for the firft mile or two, 
is, in my opinion, his own fafety ; 
for this comprehends, you know, the 
fafety of all his future remarks and obfer- 
vations. I would advife him, therefore, 
to pafs through the interftices of the car- 
riages as cautioufly, and make his tC- 
cape as expeditioufly as poflible. 

When he is fomewhat enlarged, 
objefts will pafs before him in a more re- 
gular fucceffion ; and he may animad- 
vert upon them according to the humour 
which governs for the hour. And whe- 
ther he be in a merry, ferious, benevo- 
lent, or fplenetic mood,' it is odds but 
he will find plenty of fuel to keep the 
flame alive. 

It 
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It was my lot— —But I again cor- 
rcft myfelf. A due attention to order 
requires me to fumifli you with fome 
particulars relative to my intended ram- 
ble, before I fct about thefe fame re- 
marks and obfervations. 

You may remember, my dear friend, 
I acquainted you, at our laft interview, 
that my -ffifculapius had perfiiaded me 
to take a journey on horfeback, before 
the feafon was farther advanced : And 
that I had accordingly been feeking after 
fome Companion de Voyage to one of thofe 
places of public refort, where medicinal 
regimen takes the form of pleafure. . 

A: SCHEME, fome what comformable 
to this defign has, at length, fortunate- 
ly prefented itfelf. Mifs H of A—, 

a young lady whom you have often heard 
me mention with great friendfhip and 
refpedt, has received from her father, a 
fummons to return into the country: 
E 5 which . 
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which the poor girl is obliged immediate — 
ly to obey; and change the ^ittering^ 
fcenes of the gay town, for what fbs^ 
deems a dull and infipid recefs. Mrs, 
P , and Mifs E , have, howe- 
ver, adminiftered fome cordial to her 
fpirits, by promifii^ to accompany her, 
and fpend the remainder of the fummer' 
at her father's houfe. Thefe ladieahave 
been wiftiing fome time to meet wiA a 
travelling Ocejbeo ; and I thou^t myfelf 
very fortunate in being able to offer them 
my fervices. The conditions entirely 
correfpond with the intentions of my 
journey. Firft, we are to fpend a week 
or ten days at Buckingham, with a rela- 
tion of Mrs. P 's : I Ihould rather 

fay tbeyy for my friend Charles and my- 
felf, have determined to take up our head 
quarters at Stow. From thence we are 
to go to Matlock, Buxton, Chatfworth, 
and Manchefter. At each place we are 
to (lay as long as (hall prove convenient; 
and in our journey to them, we are to 

make 
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make as fliort ftages, and as long pauf- 
esas we (hall find mutually agreeable; 
and when lam weary of my horfe, a 
comer in their poftrcoach is at my 
conunand. . 

Thus much for our general plan. The 
under plot is as follows. , Several of our 
fiiends have agreed to fpend a parting 
day at Stow, near Buckingham, the feat 
of the Earl Temple; where we are to 
affemble on Saturday evening. The 
Weftmoreland ladies, with one d^ach- 
ment of our auxiliary forces, are to fet 
out early to-morrow, morning, designing 
to take ff^Jnd/or and Oxford in their route- 
Another detachment is to fally forth from 
town, early on Saturday morning. I judg- 
ed it moft prud^t to march as far as Ux- 
bridge this afternoon, that I may fpend 
a day with a friend,, and alio gradually 
inure myfelf to the. fatigues of travelling^ 
according to the. La tin adage, hafien flow-^ 
b J o^> ^f y^^ prefer the Italian, cbi :va 

piano 
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paHo vafano ; or in plain Englifli, whi( 
I think quite as good, floiio and funs. N 
friend Charles ***** is prevented ffotn a^ 
ieoitipanying itle to this pVacfe, iaccofdif 
to his propofal ; however, he will be wi 
me to-morrow evening, and on Saturdi 
we profecute our journey together i 
Sto'w, the place of ^"eh^fal keHdezi;cfiff. 

I pitoMisE liiyfeff great pleafurefroi 
this expcdition.*^^The party Will confi 
of intimate friends. Derbyjbire is a coui 
ty I have often defired to vifit, upon a< 
count of its natural curiofities ; and wher 
if it anfwer my expeftations, I intend 
ramble for two or three weeks, as my goc 
father did amongft the wilds arid precip 
ces of Wejtmoreland.'—l feel my fpirit 
which have been fo long depreffed by i 
fortune and ill health, difpofed to gi^ 
thcmfelves a holiday. I believe, my dej 
firiend, they would entirely recover the 
eiafticity, and be tuned to vibrate in un 
fibn with, every pleafmg objeft around m( 

wa 
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were you but with me. To compenfate 

for this difappointment as much as poffi- 

ble, I will religioufly obfervemy promife^ 

and convey to you as opportunity (hall 

lerve, fuch a tranfcript of my journal as 

may appear interefting or amufing. 

Now then, my friend, you fee me 
mounted in good eameft : But before I fet 
forward, I beg leave to whifper a word in 
your ear. It is only to inform you, that 
however I may manage my Steed, I intend 
to give the reins to my imagination. It 
is to be hoped, for the fake of us both; 
that (he will never want a fpur, though I 
believe (he will not often be fo frilky as 
to demand a curb. It is poffible that I 
may travel a great way without uttering 
a fyllable, but fhould the prefent talkative 
humour continue, I rather fufpeft the con- 
trary. When you are tired of my corre- 
fpondence, let me know it, for until you 
give me a friendly hint, I fhall think my- 
felf licenfed to write on, though nonfenfe 
flow out with the ink. Adieu. 

LET- 
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LETTER 11. 

UKhridge^ Jtdy 14, 1769. 
To Maria. 
My dear Friend, 

HIS fentimental Hobby horfe 
1 away with me fo faft yefterday, that 
lad like to have forgotten the principal 
fign of rny Letter ; which was to (ketch 
t the plan of our future journey. To 
[h into the very marfow of the fubjeft at 
I firft onfet, would be deemed^ I fup- 
fe, contrary to every rule of regular hif- 
riography ; yet I thought it preferable 
lofe fight of thefe^ than that fo many 
le thoughts fli6uld be ftifled in their 
rth, merely becaufe they came a little 
fore their time. 

But 
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But I am not much concerned about 
the above rules^ provided I can obferve 
thofe of found policy- And may I not 
hope, Maria^ that thefe few fentimental 
ftrokes at the beginning, are confonant 
with the trueft policy ? Have they not 
already operated like ready ca(h to a 
young tradefman; and by enabling me 
to anfwer the firjl demands,^ eftabliflied 
at once my credit for wifdom ? And diis 
point gained, I can afford, you know, 
to be as great an oeconomift of it as ] 
pleafe/ Every thing I (hall advance ir 
future, will doubtlefs have great weight 
whether I deign to give my reafons fcwr i 
or not ; z,^ the Capacity of doing good ac- 
tions, renders a rich man equally rever 
ed and careifed, as if he exerted it. Ii 
fine, if I have but eftabHihed my repu 
tation with you as a PM<2/e!/»&^r, I ftial 
poffefe a full right and title to talk non 
fenfe to the end of the chapter. 

In order to put this glorious privileg 

itit 
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^Qto full force, I was going to tell you 
yefterday, that it was my lot to be in a 
^etamorpborfical humour, on my journey 
to this place ; if you will allow me to 
Coin \ht fifth part of a word. Sv^me De- 
rtion, whether of Wifdom or Folly, I (hall 
leave you to determine, tempted me to 
turn Magician,^^t mud be either one or 
the other by the way, for I abfolutely 
difclaim all dealings with the D.^vil, as 
Prince of the Power of the Air \ and fhould 
I treat with him as the God of this Worli^ 
I am not more devoted to his fervice, I 
fuppofe, than many of my neighbours ; 
and therefore expeft no diftinguifhed fa- 
vours from his hands. Be this as it 
will— 

I A M u s E D myfelf with taking off the 
ftiell, or external covering from feveral of 
the paffengers I met on the road, and with 
peeping at the foul, as (he was bufied in 
raifing the Bulwarks of Cbaralter and Ap- 
pearances'y in order to entrench herfelf 

with 



52 CHARACTERS 

with fnugger fecurity, amongft her fa- 
vourite vices and follies which lay behind 
them. 

How little, faid I, are we to credit the 
report which an outward (hew makes ei- 
ther of human happinefs, or of the cha- 
racters of men ! It is very poffible that 
yon coachman is more at his eafe, under 
the garb of fervitude, than the miftrefs 
whom he drives, in her dominion. Til 
try. Carelefsly waving my whip,-— which 
I find for conveniency, fecrefy, and effi- 
cacy too, equal to the bed Conjurer's 
Cap, Necromancer's Ring, or Enchan- 
ter's Rod of them all ;— the lafh of it en- 
circled a fpoke of the Chariot-wheel^ as it 
paffed me. 

The Lady had, upon a fuperficial 
view, a very venerable appearance. And 
I was tempted to imagine, that (he might 
be fome happy devotee ; who, having made 
a voluntary refignation of her place in the 

gay 
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g^y circle of youth to her grand-daugh- 
ters, had bid adieu to the vanities of life ; 
and by a regular attendance upon morn- 
ing and evening prayers, making cordi- 
als, elixirs, and plaifters for the fick and 
wounded, with other afts of charity, was 
laying up as large a (lock of good works 
for the other world, as her remnant of 
time would allow, 

Bu T I am forry to fay that my Horfe- 
whip, in this inftance, proved an enemy 
to charity. It difcovered to me, that tho* 
llie afFefted a placid dignity of counte- 
nance, yet, this was no other than a majk 
to the deformed features of her charafter ; 
which were compofed of coquetifh vani- 
ty, fupercilious pride, and wafpifh cha- 
grine. Her drefs was fantaftically gay; 
and her delicate bofom, which (he gra- 
cioufly exhibited to every pafleng^r, /^«i 
ceremonie^ (truck me, who am a profef- 
fed lover of antiquity, with the veneration 
with which I (hould conteroplatp a drum 

that 
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that had ferved many a carnpaigH in the 
Marlborough wars. A prayer-book, with 
a treatife concerning the prefervation of 
beauty, lay on the fide of the feat, and a 
bottle of Ci rcaffian water on the other ; a 
knotting-fliuttle was in her hand, and a 
pocket looking-glafs lay upon her lap. 
This (he frequendy took up and laid 
down with a ftrange mixture of compla- 
cency and petulance. The cafe was. Va- 
nity pointed out fome r'^mains of a 
fine face, but Truth difcovered fcenes 
Ihe did not wi(h to know. She faw, and 
(he faw with the deepeft compunftion, 
thatthe hoary handof Time had long been 
bufied in fcattering a winter's froft over 
her once auburn hair. She felt, and (he 
felt with angu;(h, his rough chiflTel tra- 
cing furrows in ber brow. She had of- 
ten attempted, indeed, to interrupt the 
old gentleman in his work ; and fli;^ vain- 
ly imagined that by the affiftance of 
paftes, powders, combs, lotions, and 
perfumes, (he had coimteradted his rude 

at- 
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attempts, or blunted the edge of his tools: 
while in fadl (he was only allowing him 
an opportunity to (harpen them the more. 
Often did fhe endeavour, by languifhing 
accents and pradtifed fmiles, to entice 
back the departing Cupids to lie in am- 
bufti in her locks, or (hoot their arrows 
from behind her wrinkles. Furies were 
eager to occupy the poft, thofe young 
urchins found no longer tenable. 

Perhaps I had taken her atadifad- 
vantage; a late unfortunate accident 
mi^t have contributed its (hare towards 
the difcompofure which I faw predomi- 
nant in her countenance. The morning's 
employment has been to depofit her plate, 
until the return of the next, quarterage, 
mih a pawn-broker of eminence, (fre- 
quently employed by the nobility) in or- 
der to defray the expences of a brilliant 
rout; in which (he wasTionoured with the 
company of perfons of the firft diftindti- 
on. But as no one can be compleatlj^ 

happy 
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happy in the prefent chequered ftate, thi 
worthy perfonage hath allb her misfbr 
tunes: For notwithftanding every efFcMl 
to difplay her tafte and magnificence, 
(he was totally eclipfed the fucceeding 
evening, by a lady whom (he is known to 
defpife, and whom (he has often made the 
objeA of her ridicule, upon account of Ac 
inferiority of her rank and fortune. 

The thoughts of the .Charioteer were 
entirely occupied about having his horfes 
properly trimmed againft the next aflem- 
bly-night ; and if his miftrefs will pleafe 
to pay him his wages, which have been 
due thefe two months, he intends to buy 
himfjlf a pair of fecond-hand (ilver buc- 
kles upon the occafion. And he pleafes 
himfelf with the thougiirs, that thefe, 
in conjunftion with a pair of new white- 
ftockings, will enable him to cut as bril- 
hant a figure among the Genthmen of 
the Stable, as his millref^ in rivalling all 
the Belles ia the Ball- Room. 

The 
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The driver of a Weft-Country waggon 
next engaged my attention. This man, 
quoth I, is condemned to quit his mid- 
night flumbers, and flowly to pace the 
dark and foliiary road, even in thq moft 
inclement feafons -, and that perhaps, 
i^erely to gain a forry pittance for a wife 
and numerous family; while his happy' 
mafter is doubtlefs enjoying and enrich- 
ing himfelf at home, by means of the 
hardfhips and fidelity of this his fervant. 
—As I approached towards him, I heard 
himchearfuUy carroUing to his team. Up- 
on flightly touching the hem of his frock 
with my Rod of Intelligence, I found, 
that a winter'-s great-coat, with an oil- 
(kinned hat, and a morning dram, were 
fufficient barriers againft rain and pinching 
firofts ;— that early rifing, was by habit 
rendered a pleafure ;r-'diathis gains, tho^ 
fmall, werefure; and that his only foli- 
citude was to drive the horfes with fafety 
on the road, and take care of them at 
the inns. 

F But 
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Bu T the proprietor is by no means \ 
objedl of envy. Though the warm dov^*^' 
ny bed yields to his limbs, and he csu-^ 
hear the winds whiftle around him, (hel-^ 
tered from their rough blafts, yet anxious 
cares baniili fleep from his eyes. Twice 
has he, partly by misfortunes, and partly 
by imprud^ncs, become a bankrupt; 
and he is now upon the brink of inevita- 
ble d-ftruclion. 

I then touched with my myftic Inftru- 
mcnt the carriage of a man of §luaUty, 
He fat mufing and penfive in one corner 

of the coach. Doubtlefs here is fome 

fcheme on the carpet for the public good, 
thought I. — He is devifing fome projedl to 
pay off the national dtht.*-^ 

No ; it is finiply to leflen bis own^ and 
llop tlie clamours of his numerous credi- 
tors. He has lately fold two country feats, 
and mortgaged a third, merely to get rid 
of importunate vifitors. This would have 

given 
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W^i\ him a little refpite, had it not been 
for aa unlucky oppofition he met with in 
• borough; where the vain ambition of 
bringing in his man, has not only ex- 
pofed him to die mortification of lofing his 
caufe, but has thrown him again very 
confiderably in arrears. He is now contri v- 
inganew Vifto through fome woods, to an- 
fwer his immediate wants. The difficulty 
is to conceal the motive. For he has 
made fo many openings and interfefti- 
ons, to defray his exigencies after a run 
of ill-luck at the gaming-table, or at New- 
niarket, that the found of the axe is al- 
ready become the jell of the neighbour- 
hood. 

As to his PoftilHon, Hilarity main- 
tained her feat upon his countenance, nor 
did fhe fo much as flinch, at the brilkeft 
flourifhes of my fouUfearching inftrument. 

Hhe next perfonage whopaffed me as 

I was fauntering along the road, was a 

F 2 venerable 
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venerable Pontiff, well mounted upon a-^ 
proud deed, with a footman behind him. — 
He holds a vicarage of 500/. per ann. 
prefented to him fome years ago by a 
young Nobleman, to whom he had been 
travelling Tutor. As the tutor was a man 
of difcretion, he knew when to accompa- 
ny his charge, and when to ftay at the 
inn, and leave his pupil to purfue his 
own enquiries : And the pupil being a 
man of gratitude, has rewarded his fide- 
lity with the above living. The other 
day a fecond benefice, of about 300/. per 
^««. in value, became vacant : and think- 
ing it might enable him to do more good 
in his day and generation, our pious Di- 
vine rode up to town with the utmofl ex- 
pedition, to folicit the gift of it from his 
quondam Patron. 

But, unfortunately^ the living was 
engaged long before the death of the in- 
cumbent, to a noble Lord ; from whom 
the Patron expects confidcrable prefer- 
ment 
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nient in the State: and this noble Lord 
has already given it to the brother of his 
^iftrefs, who has lately entered into holy 
Orders. 

Our Clergyman is moralizing upon 
the- various difappointments the Children 
of God meet with in their Journey thro' 
this wildernefs. But to alleviate his af- 
fliction as much as may be, which is al- 
lowed to every man, provided only he 
makes ufe of lawful meafures, he has. 
formed a worthy refolution of raifmg the 
tythes amongft his dear parifhioners, as 
foon as he fhall return to die cure of Souls. 

* Take care, young Gentlemen, don't : 

* ride over me." 

* Get out of the way then, and be. 
** d ^d, Mr. Soberfides." 

* Very well^ Sirs^ fays L This i& 

* my revenge,', and I fmack'd my whip.. 

F y One 
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One of thefe gay fparks^ I found to b^ff 
the fon of honeft country parents. The^ 
extravagance of diis hopeful youth, had:^ 
foon exhaufted the little ftore, their in- - 
duftry had been long in collefting. He ^ 
has loft, by his folly and inattention to 
bufmefs, feveral favourable opportunities 
of advancing himfelf in the world: and 
his only immediate profpeft is a voyage 
to the Eaft Indies, in the capacity of a 
common failor ; to avoid fome very dif- 
agreeable enquiries. 

The other is a Clerk in a counting- 
houfe. He has this morning robbed his 
mafter's de(k, to join a jovial party at a 
little diftancc from town. 

Hum A NIT Y caft a veil over his future 
lot! 

Bu T what chariot is that with the green 
fhades drawn up in fo fine an Evening ? 
The charioteer drives fo remarkably flow 

too. 
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^^o, and f^ems to have fomething of a 
^^er upon his countenance ? 

My Magic Whip foon rendered the 
blinds as tranfparent as glafs. I belield 
^n elderly gentleman, aged feventy-five^ 
^f a very grave afpeft, amufmg himfelf 
^ith a Mifs of Sixieen. He is not like 
your young thoughtlefs Bucks, that are 
fond of oftentatioH^ and that triumph in 
their vices. No; when he ftrays from the 
line of Rigbt^ he takes care ftill to walk 
Upon that of Prudence. He has a virtuous 
wife whom he would not willingly offend, 
elpecially ^s part of her fortune is at her 
own difpofal : and he has children, from 
whom the cautious good man hides every 
appearance of evil . He therefore takes the 
following method of gratifying his youth- 
ful propenfities. 

Thi s young Lady is boarded at a con- 
venient houfe on the road, where Ihe paf- 
fes for his niece. And befide§.. frequent 
F 4 vifits, 
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yifits, by way of enquiring after her healtta ^ 
he often gives her an airing in his carriage ^ 
as he returns from town ; where his bufi ■ — 
nefs, real or feigned, generally calls hin-^» 
twice or three times in a week. It is im^ — 
poffible for the coachman not to fufpeft ^ 
But his maftcr knows how to keep him dif- 
creet : And he finds it more advantageous 
to appear totally blind to what he cannot 
prove, than to hazard his mafter's difplea- 
fure by imprudent infinuations. 

The Girl, young as (he is, plays her 
part to admiration. She has the art to 
make a profitable capitulation at every 
interview. A new prefent, by way of fub- 
duing the remains of her modefty, or of 
pacifying her fcruples, is always the term 
of frefli familiarities. He has been giv- 
ing her a pair of diamond ear-rings : and 
file knows hov/ to fct down the extacy 
ihcy infpirc to the proper fcore. She 
holds them in the hand which amoroufly 
encircles his neck ; and gives them every 

moment 
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^^^oment fuch tranfporting glances and 
p^les, as were enough to make any man 
*^ his fenfes, jealous of his own gift : But 
^^\.ir Lecher is infatuated enough to attri- 
bute her tranfports, to the charms of his - 
'iciicate perfon, and the fire of his confti- 
tijtion. 

One incident made me fmile. In the 
ardor of his careffes, the upper fet of the 
old gentleman's teeth fell into her lap*. 
*rhis rendered him fomewhat confufed^ 
but the girl with great prudence pitied his 
misfortune, and affifted him in re-adjuft- 
irig them. 

You will b6 furprifed that a creature fo 
young, ftiould be miftrefs of fo much ad- 
drefs : but a fmall (ketch of her hiftory 
will explain the my fiery. 

* An accident iimilar to this happened to a. Lady ' 
recorded, in Le D table Boiteux. 

F5 Sue 
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She is the only child of aCoupk in 
middling circumftances ; who keep a 
fmall chandler's (hop, in one of the out- 
fkirts of the town. And as they are able 
to leave their daughter 200 /. they were 
^ determined (he (hould have 2i genteel edu- 
cSten. To thefe parents (he is under o- 
bligations for her prefent advancement. 
They had the folly to place her out at 
one of the numerous boarding-fchools for. 
young ladies, where the fame education 
is given to females in oppofite fpheres- of 
life •, and where every neceffary aceom- 
plifhment for a kept mifirefs^ or a girl of 
the town, is carefully taiiglit. 

Our Damfcl, having good natural 
talents, made great proficiency in her 
learning. Tlie firil week (he thought 
herfelf a young lady, becaufc the Gou- 
vcrnanle and all the miffes gave her that 
appellation : In the fpace of a month 
(he defpifed her parents as low-bred and 
vulgar animalSj only fit to ferve in apet- 
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"ty Ihop. In two months (he laughed at 
sill domeftic employments ^ fcorned to 
trake a needle in her hand for the fervilc 
offices of making a fhirt, or hemming a 
handkerchief, or for any thing lefs than 
to work tambour, or the tent flitch. 
She next read romances^-^repeated love- 
verfes'-^'learned foreign languages ; that is, 
lifped the Lord's Prayer and the Creed 
in broken French— played half a dozen 
imperfeft. minuets on the fpinnet*-— talked 
of young gentlemen— -ftored every cor- 
ner of her brain full of love, intrigues, 
elopements, &c. Thus was fhe, at the 
age of fifteen^ rendered ripe enough to 
jump into the arms of the firft gallant, 
who (hould extend them for her reception, 

A French Joxirneyman Frifmr^ who 
attended the fchool, and whofe green 
long-waifted coat, clubb'd hair, work- 
ed ruffjes, fringed cravat^ foftcned and 
rendered unis by a general fuffufion of 
p9wder, entUkd Jiim to the character of 

alh: 
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alUaccomplijhed^ foon found accefs to her 
tender heart. And as it was not in his 
power to make her higher prefents than a 
tortoife-fhell comb, and a pot of artificial - 
bear's-greafe, ftolen from his matter, the 
amour was rather at a ftand. At this 
junfture, our old gentleman, being ftruck 
with the amorous caft of her countenance 
rather than with any particular beauty of 
perfon, thought her well qualified to raife 
his languid fires : and he made her 
fuch offers as no girl of prudence could 
refufe : Efpecially as this fortunate event 
enables her to indulge her favourite paf- 
fion alfo. For now it is in her power to 
carry on the intrigue with her flrft gallant, 
at her eafe; and repay herfelf, in the 
arms of the youthful barber, for the irk- 
fome careffes flie is obliged to beftow 
upon her antiquated fwain. 

Behold yonder goes a brifk Spark, 

bowling along in his gay Phaeton, with 

• all the pride of luxury and pleafure. His 

hcrfes fly like the foaming fteeds o{ Apollo, 

I fmack'd. 
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tixiack'd my wliip ; and I found that al-^ 
^Ho' he has efcaped with his lifp and 
*^tnbs^ yet he has overturned his fortune,^ 
^nd is driving headlong to infamy and 
V^ant. 

Seein.g a lame old man leveUing the 
ruts with a fpade, I rode up to him : but 
as he was without difguife^ my whip was 
ufelefs. An unreferved. converfation was 
fufficient to fumifti me with a fliort, but 
melancholy epitome of his life. The 
principal incidents of which were as fol- 
low : He was feized by a prefs-gang, 
in the beginning of the lafl: war, and hur- 
ried on. board a tender. Upon pleading 
earneftly the miferies in which a.large fa- 
mily wouM be involved by his abfence, 
the Lieutenant had the humanity to pro-. 
pofe, that if he would join the gang for 
a certain time, his releafe (hould afterr 
wards be infured to him. " No, faid he, 
r would rather endure an injury than com- 
mit one." After being expofed to vari- 
ous 
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ous dangers, he loft a leg in that cele 
brated expedition againft the Havannalcr^- 
•—His (hare of prize money amounted t^^^^ 
50/.-^The hopes of returning to his wifi^^^ 
and family with this treafure, confolec::^ 

him for the lofs. He returned.^ — — -*• 

His wife was dead.— ^His eldcft fon hac^— ^ 
been happily refcued from the infamy:?^^ 
to which a pickpocket is expofed, and 9^ 

fent to fea, by the direftors of the infti- " 

tution in favour of deferted children ; ^^ ' 
where he was however accidentally drown- — 
ed.— An elder daughter had been at fervice, ^ 
but was afterwards feduced, and died ^ 
upon the town.-^Three younger children 
had perifhed in a work-houfe.— His exi- 
gencies being great and public payment 
flow, he was necefiitated to fell {ox five 
pounds his title to^?//^.— ^With this he 
commenced fhoe-black. But trade ill 
fucceeding, he bought a wooden limb, 
a pickaxe and a ihovel ; and now ob- 
tains occafional employ from the fuperin- 
tendant of the road. 

Thus 
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Thus was this veteran in diftrefe the 
^nly furvivor of a numerous family ; nor 
^ad he a diftant relation to acknowledge 
klim. He appeared as an ijolated inhabi- 
tant of this Great Globe, or like the maft 
^f a wrecked veflel, raifing its head above 
^ tempeftuous ocean. 

Here, thought I, is mi fery complete. 
^ut I foon learned how much appearan- 
c:es had deceived me. A confcioufnefs of 
Iiaving difcharged his duty through every. 
llage of adtion^ and a releafe from great- 
er fufFerings, has made the eve of his 
"boifterous life tolerably calm and ferene. 
It is true he now depends, like the fowls 
of heaven, upon Providence and the re- 
turning day for his fubfiftence. Provi- 
dence and the returning day have not yet 
left him deftiiute. Bread fufficient to fa- 
tisfy the rage of hunger, and the refrefh- 
ing brook to flake his thirft, have been 
always in his power. Nor is it unfrequent 
that he dines luxurioufly upon the offals 

of 



112 CHARACTERS. 

of an ordinary, or the paffing tribute le 
vied upon the Human? ; which fometimeg 
enables hiai to raife even an exhilarating 
draught. He fleeps at night in bams 
and ftables— yes, he /leeps, infured by 
his poverty from loffes by fire, nor were 
his flumbersever difturbed by the appre- 
henfion of midnight robbers. His pre- 
fent defires were abforbed in longing for. 
the refrefhing pint ; for tile day had been 
fultry, and he was fatigued and thirfty. 
Thefe wants I foon fupplied ; and a do- 
nation too trifling to be mentioned, ren- 
dered him happier than numbers would 
be by the acquifition of thovfands. He 
threw the fpiade over his Ihoulder, and 
limped away rejoicing, leaving the mor 
row to take care for itfelf. 

But here comes Charles. Adieu. 

J.B. 



LET- 



LETTER III. 
CONTRASTS. 



** — Young day pours in apace, 
And opens all the lawny profpeft wide. 



-Mufic awakes 



The native voice of undiflembled joy : 
And thick around the woodlands hymns arife. 
^oufed by the cock, the foon clad fliepherd leaves 
His mofly cottage—where with Peace he dwells ; 
And from the crowded fold in order drives 
His flock, to tafte the verdure of the morn, 
Thomson's Summer. 
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LETTER ffl. 

Stowe^ July 1 6, 1769. 
To Maria. 



A 



T that fweet hour of Prime, 
ivhen the Cock's (hrill clarion admoniffiefi 
:he drowfy dairy-maid to awaken from 
lerflumbers; and by the repetition of his 
iar(h detefted notes, difturbs the deledl- 
ible dreams of Strephon's love and con- 
Uncy, which had long poffefled her amo- 
•ous fancy, and which (he now yields up 
vith a foreboding reluftance : 

■ ■ When the Neatherd, ftarting 
rom his humble mattras, ftrewed on the 
loor, in the dark corner of a cobweb- 
nantled-room, peeps through the aper- 
:ures, which accidents, or unlucky boys 
wve made in his mildewed windows, and 

be^ 
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beholding the fun has already tipt the l^cr^f" 
ty fpire with gold, arifes obedient to t ^^ 
wonted fummons, and condufts the ki^^ 
to their pallurage : 

— When the calm Village re-echoes ^^^ 
the founding horn, and the melanchol -^ 
refponfes of the lowing herd : 

When the vigilant Shepherc^* 

winds over the woodlands to unfold hi^* '^ 
flock, that they may feed in luxurioui^^^ 
liberty ; 

— — Wh e n the Lark labours his flight ^^ 
upwards, acquiring {lability, and improv- ^^ 
ing his melodious notes, as every Chrif- 
tian ought, the nearer he advances to- 
wards Heaven : 

. When the myriads of yonder 

thronged Metropolis, wom down by 

bufy cares, or exhaufted by criminal in- 

dulgencies, fink in the arms of fleep, 

and, for a little fpace, lie peaceable and 

in- 
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iiiocent, like the Chryfalis in its cone. 
**-Save the prudent Citizen, whom the 
iftern (ky detefts reeling from the ta- 
ern, or fneaking from the (lews, that 
a may maintain a confcience void of 
Pkncc towards man, and kiephischa- 
ifter in due repair againft the next elec- 
on to fome city honors ;— Save the vo- 
iferating Watchman, who artfully an- 
cipates the hour, that he may totter 
le fooner to his fordid (hed ;— Save the 
ire Sons of rapine, juft retired to their 
jcret haunts, and litigioufly dividing 
leir dangerous fpoils ; — Save the forlorn 
)aughters of infamy and want, who 
wandering from virtue and from peace, 
ad laid down their wearied limbs in fo- 
itary allies, and attempted to reft their 
;uilty he^ds, upon the hard, unfriend7 
y ftone ;— Save the aflembled Children 
)f induftrious poverty, waiting with anxi- 
ous impatience to be draughted, off by 
fupercilious ta(k-mafters, to the arduous, 
or hazardous employments of the day; 

whether 
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whether to build or cmbellifli the manfi" 
ons of luxury, themfelves with fcarce 
a home ; or to groan under burdens of 
provifions, and furnifh their fuperiors with 
plenty, themfelves nearly deftitute of th^ 
neceflaries "Of life ; — Save the thrifty Hc^^" 
wife, who foij(:ikes her couch to prepaJcT^ 
the emblematic draught of bitternefs fe^^ 
this family of toil ;— -Save the footy Ii^^" 
font, who, born to immediate woe, an^^ 
ftranger to thofe foft indulgencies whic^- ^ 
tender years obtain from all, is driveF:^^^ 
from his (qualid bed, and creeps aJon^^S 
the ftreets with naked limbs and feebl^^^ ^^ 
fleps, crying his horrid trade with weakr:^^ 
and plaiative voice. 



\ 



At this early infancy of day, did my 
animal fpirlts, invigorated by fbftrepofe, -^^^ 
knock at the door of my fenfes, and a- ' — 
gain open their pallage to life and aftion. 

Bu T, my dear Maria, I find this Pega- 
fus fuch a hard trotting animal, to thofe 

who 
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are not much ufed to ride him, that 
uft abfolutely take breath, and be 
snted to inform you, in plain Eng- 
that between the hours of four and 
in the morning, my companion and 
:lf arofe and profecuted our Journey. 

Y the way, what a glorious privilege 
to be a poet ! How it enables a man, 
a dexterous cook, who transforms a 
shead into excellent turtle-foup, to 
e the bed of every thing; and fur- 
from his own refources, rich mate- 
to compenfate for the infipidity of 
lents. Some philofophers have affert- 
that the folid contents of the whole 
e may be reduced to the compafs of 
iddling fized walnut. But I do ima- 
that thefe dimenfions would be ra- 
too circumfcribed for common ufes ; 
notwithftanding its prefent fpungi- 
, there is a great advantage in the en- 
sment of its furface, fo as to afford 
)le fpace for towns, cities, pafturage, 

arable 
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arable lands, rivers, mountains, cou -^' 
tries, oceans, &c. In like manner, 1 
humbly conceive, that, altho' theworP-*^^ 
of the moft voluminous poet, would t^^^ 
reduced to a mere fpeck, ftripped of ever^J 
adventitious ornament, and concentratrr::^' 
ed to plain matters of faft, yet that th^^^ 
variety of tropes and figures, pithy anti-^ ' 
thefes, animated defcriptions, elegan^^ 

circumlocutions, entertaining digreffi 

ons, and fentimental refleftions, mon 
than compenfate for this increafc o1 
bulk. 

I SHALL for the future therefore, 
with your leave, Maria, take the liberty ^^ 
of turning Poet, wlicncver- the want of 
materials may render it convenient. 
But, I hereby folemnly engage, never 
to infult your eyes with trivial occurren- 
ces, in the fliape of a rhyming Journal. 
Heavens prefervc me from thefe crimes of 
a minor poet ! * this artificial combination 
of powerlefs words bordered with rhimes,' 
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^^ an elegant writer exprefles it. By ad- 
hering to the faid refolution, it is true, 
iTiany valuable privileges muft be given 
up. I fhall be prohibited from enrich- 
ing my narratives with the particulars of 
a fumptuous dinner, or the luxurious re- 
pafts of an evening, (hould it ever be my 
good fortune to meet with them. For 
thefe are rhyming licences alone. A 
Rhymafter, it is well known, may cele- 
brate a whole larder if he pleafes, while 
We writers of humble profe may not ven-^ 
ture to do juftice to a fingle veal cutlet, 
or the cook that dreffed it. This clafs 
of poets may intrude a large bill of fare 
Upon their friends with im,punity, per- 
haps with applaufe, if their Mufe has 
b\u the leafl: fkill in fcrving up a difh ; 
^nd while diey are fo dexterous as to 
^ake the feveral articles of an cntertainr 
nient agree at the end of the lines, they 
^ve allowed to..remain totally unconcerned 
1 ^bout tiie diforderly manner in v/hich 
fl^ey may have ranged them upon tlic ta- 
G ble. 
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ble. And vainly do thefe gentry con< 
that the rehearfal of what they ea 
drank, is a high treat to their reac 
provided they have acquired the kr 
of jingling together the knives, fo 
p^ares, glaffes, and bottles. 

I BEAR no man malice, Maria, no; 
I en vy thefe gentlemen fuch privile 
But I milft beg of them not to comp 
of the fuperior difficulties of their 
and bemoan their reftraints, as fom 
them do, as if all the hardfhips of o 
pofition lay on their fide : were this 
cafe, I believe half of them could 
be fo merry. — Let them lament as rr 
as they pleafe, their being (hackled 
fyllables and rhymes, to the curtai 
and maiming of many a fine fentim< 
—in my humble opinion, fix or e 
feet are no defpicable help to a h 
thought ; and fure I am, that, in m 
cafes, they would not have had a thoi 
at all, if a lucky rhyme had not y 

r 
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mercifully brou^t one with it. Often 
have I obferved words jump with marvel- 
lous addrefs into the clofeft connexion 
with the preceding line, when a dull 
profaift would have thought them at leaft 
a dozen leagues diftant. And I have 
felt myfelf as furprifed and diverted at 
their fudden appearance, as a Clown at 
the theitre, when he beholds Harlequin 
leaping upon the ftage from the pit^ out 
of a cloud, an egg-fliell, a tomb, a 
cloak-bag, or a fruit ba(ket. And in- 
deed the chief fentiment they both bring 
with them is, bow the deuce came you here f 

But to return to my narrative: 

Whether my filent companion was 
difturbed earlier than ufual, fo that his 
an'.malfpiritshad not acquired force fuffi- 
cient to keep the doors more than half 
open ; whether the fatigues of yefterday 
>^'ere not flept away ; whether it was his 
cuftom to devote the firft minutes to me- 
ditation •, or whether the want of a break- 
G z faft 
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faft had prevented him from coUefting 
his thoughts, hath not yet appeared- 
The utmoft I kitow of this intricate fub- 
jeft is, that except thanking Heaven fot 
a fine morning, and expreffing a flight 
approbation of the country feats, pleaC- 
ing lawns, and refrefliing rivulets, a^ 
v/e pafF:d them, fcarcely was there ^ 
connefttd fentence exchanged betweerB- 
us, until we arrived at Messenden^ 
the place where we had appointed tc^ 
breakfaft. 

A JOLLY, hofpitable-faced-landlord^ 
fitting upon a bench by the gateway of 
the inn, was th^ firft obj eft that effeftu- 
ally rouf;id my companion from his re- 
verie. 

" This is the beft fign of good living 
we Ihall probably meet with in our way, 
(jiioth Chailes, and may I flarve if I pafs 
it bv." 

The landlord, perceiving us to direct 
o:ir coiufc towirrl? his cavavanfary, ad- 



\ 
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vanced with a manly freedom, and pcr- 
fomied all the duties of his office with a 
jKDlitenefs, which indicated him to pof- 
fefs the genuine fpirit of hofpitality. 

My friend, adtu^ted by fomething oP 
an inftiniftive impulfe, arifing I fuppofe 
from a refemblance of character, fprung- 
from his horfe, and gave ourhofl: as cor- 
<iial a (hake by the hand, as if he had 
t>eenthe intimate of his childhood ; al- 
l^dging with a jocular but inofFenfive 
tx>ne, that his foul fat with as.much eafe 
^nd dignity on his countenance, as his 
portly corporation had lately done upon . 
tile bench. . 

Charles was fo ftruck with the man- 
rier of his addrefs, that he could not for- 
t>ear giving it a paraphrafe, as we walked ■ 
Mpthe yard together. " How different 
^rethe ideas conveyed by the modefl: wel- 
come of our honeft hoft," fays he, *' com- 
pared with the vociferations of a buftling ' 
G 3 land* 
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landlady, who would have alarm'd the 
whole neighbourhood in five minutes, be- 
caufe two gentlemen thiqk fit to take a 
breakfaft with her; and who, by the 
loudnefs of her voice, and the violence 
of her geftures, would have given much 
ftronger indications of felf-confidence, 
than of folicitude to oblige her guefts. 
Nor is it the foft infinuating tone of zn 
impofing fcoundrel, whofe fawning ac^. 
cent, and fervile air would have fuggeftr 
cd, ** Gentlemen, you are as welcome 
to my Jioufe as the hcedlefs fly to the web 
of the infidious fpider. I give you kave 
to tifeat me with what indignity you 
pleafc-, I (hall only feek reprifals in the 
items of your bill.'' Whereas this open 
face declares, 'M am glad to ferve eve- 
ry one of* my fpecies, who wears a de « 
cent form, and am as ready to adminif- 
ter to your wants, as an hofpitable eaf- 
tern to refresh the fpirits, and rejoice the 
hearts of the weary pilgrim. And tho* 
I am under a neceffity to receive a gra- 
tuity, 
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tuity«— for it is by taxes levied upon you, 
that I am enabled to accommodate o- 
thers ; yet I promife you my accommo- 
dations (hall demonftrate, which of us will 
receive the greater benefit of the two." 

You perceive by this fpecimen, that 
my companion makes fome pretenfions to 
Ikill in phyfiognomy. Indeed he confi- 
^rs it as an invariable axiom, that 
WORDS are entided to no other credit, 
Aan what their accompaniments can pro- 
cure them. Verbal expreflions, he re- 
marks, do little more than propofe the 
SUBJECT i it is the countenance, the 
tone of voice, the accent, the gefture, 
which interpret their genuine fignification. 
Policy may didate the one, but it is na^ 
ture which diftates the other. And alasj 
adds my moralift, what is the ftudy ot 
humanity more, than learning how to de- 
ted mankind in the aft of giving them- 
felves the lie ! 

G4 Our 
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Our hoft really proved an exception 
from this too general rule, according to 
my friend's expeftations. Finding we 
were difpofed to take a walk, while our 
breakfaft was preparing, he undertook 
to be our guide, and (hewed us the little 
Angularities of the place, which are al- 
ways the pride of the inhabitants, and 
frequently a tranfient amufement to the 
idle paffenger. He then conduced us to 
his farm, and pointed out to us the altera- 
tions and improvements he had lately 
made upon the premifes. Afterwards 
he led us into his garden, and entertained 
us with exhibiting divers affortments of 
curious plants, fruits and flowers ; and 
be feemed to think himfelf amply repaid 
for his attendance, by thofe genuine ex- 
preffions of approbation, which the neat- 
ncfs, variety, and tafte, exhibited in this 
delightful fpot, extorted from us. 

The upper part of this garden was ter- 
minated by a large and commodious al- 
cove. 
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cove, ekgantly furniftied, commanding 
an extenfive and variegated profpeft over 
the adjacent meadows. The landlord, 
perceiving that we were charmed with * 
the fituation, courteoufly propofed that 
the waiter fhould ferve up our break- 
faft there; which propofition we chearful- 
ly accepted. . 

Oh for the pen of my worthy Sire, to • 
defcribe this enchanting fcene, to dojuf- 
tice to the bread and butter and delicious 
cream, toraife up fomc fair pliilofopher 
to pour out.the tea, and captivate our 
hearts! But this our fate forbade. And 
altho' gallantry requires me to acknow- 
ledge, Maria,- that nothing can atone for 
fuch a lofs, yet truth will oblige me to ob- . 
ferve that elegance, tranquility, and a 
plenty of the genuine luxuries of. nature, 
had taken their feats within this rural tene- 
ment ; while the gay parterre, contraft-; 
ed by the wilder beauties of fields, hills, 
and woods, gave a delegable relifh to. 
oui; repaft. 

G 5 These 
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These fcenes were much tcx) pleafing 
to be loft upon my lively compamon. 
They " unfroze the genial current o£ his 
foul," and fet at liberty his fportive fatire. 

" Who can forbear," quoth he, as we 
were fitting together at the tea-table, 
*' making invidious comparifons — ras a 
lover oi filth would term them — between 
this houfc of elegant hofpitality, and moft 
of the inns in town"?— where every fur- 
rounding objeft reminds you of a prifonf 
—where darknefs and dirt are fworn 
friends, and infeparable companions ! 
—where, upon your arrival, you are hur- 
ried from tlie vehicle through fcents, and 
fights obfcene, into ^noo\L yckped^ ^ par- 
lour^ but to judge from appearances, jou 
would take it to be the mongrel breed 
oi2i garret y in fome fortuitous conjundi- 
on with a watch-houfe. The light, or rar 
ther darknefs vifible of this commodious 
apartment, is either borrowed from die 
Wp— -which indeed is but equitable, fince 

the 
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the bar was borrowed from the room ;— • 
or it is catched, like rain water, frorqkthe 
roof of the building, filtered through a 
layer.of fmoke, plenteoufly fpread upon 
the lattice. Happy are thofe who can en- 
joy the day thrown off from a whitened- 
wall; and peculiarly favoured indeed, is 
the apartment that catches a glimpfe of 
the rifing or fetting fun, reflefted from the 
cafement of an oppofite garret window. 

" In fome fiich gloomy cell, you fit 
down to your turbid tea and rancid toaft, 
if you can find them ; and if you can 
perfuade yourfelf that china cups, and a 
Jilver milk-pot are equivalent to good 
cheer, you may chance to make a hearty . 
meal." 

Charles was now entered into the 
very fpirit of his fubjeft ; and as foon as 
we had taken our leave of the hofl, and - 
were advanced to a convenient diftance 
from Mejfenden^ he began to exviU in his 

tern- 
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temporan' enlargement from the great ci- 
ty, in a ftile, and with fuch an empha- 
fis, that a ftranger to his charafter would 
perhaps have caHed in queftion the found- 
nefs of his intellefts. " With what plea- 
fure, my friend Buncle, do I turn my 
back upon yon melancholy prifon!— ^ 
upon thofe regions of fuliginous vapour ! 
•—that afylum of (harpers ! — that hot-bed 
of Satan! from whence he transfers a. 
plenteous nurfery of venemous plants, in- 
to a (till warmerfoil!— Upon yon fuburbs 
of the infernal world ! A vile colony oF 
Beelzebub, flocked with the furplus of^ 
his own nefarious territories !V 

I DESIRED, my ranting philofopher to. 
compofe his mind a little ; and hinted to, 
him that working himfelf up into fuch a 
ferment, was not the way to enjoy^ this - 
enlargement. 

" Yoii are miftaken/' fays he," ' mine 
IS not the language of anger, but of tri- 
umph ; 
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iMiiph ; and by raifmg fuch images in my 
mind, -as I think mod defcriptive of that 
villainous fpot,, I enjoy ftill greater luxury' 
in the contraft. 

Can I behold," continues he, " this 
fplendid foul of day, whom, had he not 
a maker, I would this inflant adore, arif- 
ing with new vigor over thofe harveft- 
crowned hills, as if he had recruited his 
ftock of bleffings by his flumbers in the 
Ocean?— Can I contemplate variegated 
nature brilk and chearful at his approach, 
turning towards him to welcome his ar- 
rival, and like an afFeftionate bride, ta- 
citly acknowledging that nothing but his 
return w^s wanting to make her happy? 
—Can I view the beauteous face of the 
creation,— enjoy the cheary light of Hea- 
ven,— wander over the widely extended 
profpeft, where the wifdomand benefi- 
cence of the Almighty appears in every 
part, and proclaims good-will to all ?- — 
Can I'feel the falutary and invigorating 

breeze. 
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allies to courts ! . ■ > and where, when he 
chances to lift his eyes Heavenwards, 
he feems as if he was peeping through 
the chafms of a cavern !— -where the 
moft luxurous of the inhabitants are ob- 
liged, in order to obtain a little enlarge- 
ment^ to build their manfions in 2ijiable- 
yardy and in the full contemplation of 
a duHgbill /—where the air they breathe is 
fcarcely other than a circumambient com- 
mon-fewer ; fo that it is a queftion whe- 
ther it be purified, or contaminated by 
its having been already received and dif- 
charged from a thoufand different pair of 

lungs ? where your ears arc infulted- 

by numberlefs harfh difcordant founds, 
and your fight is afflifted by inceflant 
fcenes of irremediable diftrefs !— where, 
in a word, the capricious inhabitants 
forego every genuine gift of Heaven, 
every /wx«;j^ 0/ Nature, every thing 
that wears the appearance of cleanlineis,. 
peace, and tranquility, in.order to pof- 
fefe a few artificial conyeniencies, which 

eSe- 
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effeminate manners, and a depraved 
tafte alone have rendered neceflary.— . 
The rural Beggar,^ who wanders from 
village to village,, depending upon the 
precarious bounty of others, though he 
knows not w/^^r^ he (hall dine, wbenht 
(hall dine, or whether ht ftiatt dine at all, 
upon fumming up the account, would,, 
in my humble opinion, appear the rich- 
er man/ 

Our Orator was going to, enter upon^ 
the fecond divifion of his fubjedt, which 
I fear would not have beea very favour- 
able to the morals of a Citizen, had not- 
our arrival ^itJVendover^ and the fcenes- 
which engaged our attention there., inter- - 
rupted his harangue. . 
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Incutiunt urbU defiderlum video ; & quod 
Angulus ifte feret piper, & thus odds uv4. 
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LETTER IV. 

Stowe^ July i6, 1769. 

To Maria. 

O U had reafon to expeft, Ma- 
ria, by the conclufion of my laft epiftlc, 
that I (hould have proceeded immediately 
to defcribe the fcene at TVendover. But 
my coiifcience will not permit me to be 
fo infufFerably unpolite, as to addrefs a 
Lady upon fubjefts which have the leaft 
connexion with politics. Yet in order 
at once to gratify your curiofity, and fe- 
cure my honor, I will refer you to the in- 
clofed, addrefled to my worthy friend 
Franklin^ junior^ whofe honed and pub- 
lic fpirit will not fufFerhim to deem a lit- 
tle common fenfe, and a few plain truths, 
flowing immediately from the heart, to 

be 
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be the language of fedition, or of unwar- 
rantable difcontent. As long as he agrees 
with me, and Mr. Pope, you fee I place 
him in good company, that 

*' fVortb makes the Man,— the want 

"ofit, the/>//(?w. 
The reft is all but leather and Prunella^ 

he will fufFer rtie to pour forth my indig- 
nation againft what my Diftionary calls 
villainy^ tho' it may be found in men 

" Stuck o'er with Tides, and hung* 
*' round with Strings." 

Bu T , perhaps you may think me guil- 
ty of a tranfgreflion againft a more impor- 
tant rule of propriety, in writing to you 
from this place, without having firft an- 
nounced my arrival indue form. Sure- 
ly, Maria, I need not already remind 
you, that v/e Sentimentalifts claim the 
privilege of faying what we pleafe when 
we pleafe ; and that if we.faid any thing 

in 
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in the common way, we (hould lofo our 
charter. In the prefent cafe, however, 
be allured that I am folely governed by 
the love of regularity. Therefore am I 
determined not to let you know a word 
concerning our fafe arrival, and hs^ving 
met ^ith all our friends in health and 
fpirits, unril theorderof my journal (hall 

lead me to the fubjett : ^Yet I muft 

tell you one thing which pleafes me much: 
there is a profpedl of our ftaying here 
fome days longer than was at firft propof- 
ed. This unexpeAed change in our plan, 
will afford me more frequent opportuni- 
ties of writing to you : and by a proper 
OBConomy of my time, by rifing early and 
employing two or three uninten-upted 
hours in the morning, together with a 
frugal management of the fcraps and 
gleanings of the day, I hope to be able, 
not only to keep pace with the incidents 
of my journey, but to fhew by my lucu- 
brations, that I am fomething of a pbilo- 
/opher^ as well ashiftorian. 

I HAVE 
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I HAVE taken poffeffion of an apart- 
ment, or Dormitory — I hop- the narae 
will not difFufe any of its morphetk qua- 
lities,*— the fituation of which is delight- 
ful. My windows admit the morning fun, 
and command fncri an extenfive prof- 
peft, that the f\y: can fcarcely difcem 
the diftant hilis from irregular fleecy 
clouds fpi'rad upon the (kirts of the Ho- 
rizon. The fertile country around me 
is beautifully diverfified with woods, rivu- 
lets, rich pafturag^, and fi zlds of yellow- 
ing grain, and prpu-atcd by the early 
fons and daughters of chearful labour. 
In the inclofures adjacent to the houfe, 
or upon the//?r^-^5^r(?//«^of this landfcape, 
I am prefented with a pleafing fight of the 
jocund hay-makers, who, as Thom- 
fon exprefles it, 

— *^ rake the green appearing ground, 
** And drive the dufky waves along the mead. 
'« The ruffct hay-cock, rifmg thick behind 
*^ Inordergay. While, heard from dale to dale, 

*' Wak- 



LONDON. 143 

'< Waging the breeze^ reibunds the bkndcd 

voice 
** Of happy labor, love, and fecial glee.'* 

You may imagine, my dear Maria, 
that a fituation like this is by no means 
favourable to the office I am about to im- 
pofe upon myfelf ; which is no other than 
to fit as umpire between my friend Char- 
les and the poor infulted Citizens. It is 
extremely difficult, I will allow, to ob- 
ferve an exaft neutrality, or maintain a 
nice bias of judgment, only to be pre- 
ponderated by truths in queftions concern- 
ing which the fentiments and tafte are al- 
ready formed, and the choice finally made. 
But it is yet more fo, in a fituation and 
a flow of fpirits, difpofing me to vindicate 
thefe decifions. Can one who detejis Ci- 
ties, be fuppofed to fay much in their de- 
fence ? who admires to a degree of En- 
thufiafm, the fimple and yet majeftic, 
the irregular and yet harmonious, the 
filent and yet enlivening fcenes of nature, 
can be be expefted to advance any thing 

in 
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in favour of latb and flaifter^ brick and 
timber^ ranged in irregular parallels, and 

called /r^^/ J /* or in oblong, oval, or 

rhpmboidal forms, and called Squares f 
—Can a profefTed admirer of meander- 
ing rivers, flowery meads, bleating 
flocks, lowing herds, the pleafures of the 
fpring, the joys of harvefl:, the luxuries 
of autumn, the hardy diverfions of winter, 
the beauteous profp^ds of nature, the rif- 
ingand fetting fun, the variegated clouds, 
pafs any flattering verdidl upon confufi- 
on, riot, noife, darknefs, confinement, 
and fmoke ? Difficult as this tafk may be, 
Maria, I have refolved to attempt it. 

A principle of honefty obliges me to 
acknowledge, that my lively friend can- 
not be acquitted of partiality in his rcpre- 
fentations. H? has raifed thofe images, 
and expatiated upon thofe objefts alone, 
which corr^efpond v/iih his ov/n concepti- 
ons, without touching upon either the 
dif agreeable fcencs that neceffarily accom- 
pany 
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P^ny fome parts of a country life, or the 
Several advantages and attraftions in the 
city, which ferve as a counterpoife to thofe 
inconveniencies he makes the fubjedl of 
his wanton ridicule : whereas it is alone 
by forming juft comparifons, that a true 
^imate can be obtained. 

Let us therefore fee what may be urg- 
sd on the other fide of the queftion. 

Ma y not an advocate for the metropo- 
lis alledge, that of the many praifes be- 
ftowed upon a rural life, fome at leaft are 
due to that fcience, and to thofe improve- 
ments which frequently originate in cities^ 
and from thence extend their pleafurable 
effefts to the country ? -that the prin- 
ciples of agriculture, and a taflefor gar- 
dening themfelves, receive their higheft 
perfection from the coUifion of geniufes 
coUeded together in towns? — and that 
were the Ruftic entirely left to his own 
improvements, no man of tafte would be 
fond of vifiting his territories ? 

H Should 
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Shod ld this argument (eem too remote 
from the fubjcft, the City advocate may, 
with a more immediate appearance of 
reafon, maintain, that your poets and 
painters feleA the cboiceft materials alone 
for their flattering defcriptions ; by which 
they deceive the fimple and inattentive 
into a perfuafion that the ruftic life is 
a conftant round of innocent plcafures 
and amufing fcenes ; — that peace, plen- 
ty,, fine profpefts^ perpetual funlhine, 
or green trees, fliady groves, and 
cooling cafcades, juft as he pleafes, are 
the uninterrupted portion of the rural 
fwain.— He might aflert, that no man as 
yet has attempted the praifes of a cow- 
houfe or a dunghill, — nor of a hog-ftye^ 
either for its cleanlinefs, mufic, or odori- 
ferous vapors ;— and that, altho* a gene- 
ral idea of tranquility and abundance 
may be excited by xht pro/pea of a far- 
mer's yard, yet moft paffengers of a 
cleanly deportment, will chufc to take a 

con- 
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confiderablc circuk, rather than pafs thro* 
it :— «and he might add, that whatever 
his Mufe may like, the Poet hirafelf 
would not be fond of riling early, and 
treading after the heavy-heeled plowman 
until evening, over fallowed lands, in a 
bleak, drifly, winter's day. 

May he not farther fuggeft, Maria, 
that the moft paffionate defcribers of rural 
felicity y have ftill betrayed their attach- 
ment to Cities? — ihztPope^ notwithftand- 
ing he pronounces, 

** Happy the man, who to thefe Ihades 

*' retires, 
** Whom Nature charms, and whom die 

*' Mufe infpires;' 

was well refigned to feave his fhades. 
Nature, and the Mufcs, for the noife 
-and buille of the town ? For, does he 
not boaft, 

H t ^Envy 
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*' Envy muft: own I live amongft tlie 
" Great ?" 

and does not all the world know that the 
Great are feldom or never at their coun- 
try feats ? The Mantuan Swain too was 
very fond of creeping to the court of 
Augujiiis, Horace wrote feveral of his 
beft pieces in celebration of a country 
life, when he was at Rome.* And it is 
affirmed, that the nature-loving Thom- 
son, compofed that Eulogy upon early 
rifing, 

" Falfely luxurious, will not man awake,'* 

not only in the centre of the city, but in 
the centre of his bed^ at noon day^ and 
that in the very middle of difinefummer. 



* O Rus, quando ego te afpiciam ? 

Sat. 6. B. II. 
Me quamvis Lamiae pietas, & cura moratur^ &c. 

tamen ijluc mens animufque 

Pert 

Lib. I. Epift. 14. 
But 
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Bu T methinks I hear you objeft, * This 
kind of reafoning is fophiftical, and un- 
fatisfaftory. It is at beft: a defence of' a 
city life in general, rather than of the/«^ 
tropoUs in particular, againft which your 
friend has chiefly pointed his artillery ; 
and although it be acknowledged that 
fmaller citiesmayhave their pleafuresand 
conveniencies, ftill to be enjoyed in con-^ 
neftion with the various ad vantages which 
the country affords- yet, you will afk, 
what fuperior attraftions are there in a 
place where the majority of the inhabi- 
tants muft, as long as they continue there,, 
bid adieu to nature^ and everlaftingly 
(hroud their heads in darknefs^ and cloudy 
vapours V 

I ANSWER, thefe are many and vari- 
ous, well adapted to a variety of taftes and 
charadlers. Some of them indeed are cri- 
minal, others merely frivolous, and others; 
again of a laudable nature. If you pleafe,, 
we will take a curfory view of the princi- 
pal ones. 

H 3 First: 
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First then^theGiiyand the Ambitious^ 
whofe enjoyment is centered in making a 
figure in the world -, who are willing to 
embrace a thoufand miferies if they may 
but appar happy ; . thefe will naturally 
croud to the metropolis, as to the proper 
theatre of exhibition. That place anfwers 
their purpofe the beft, which contains the 
largeft number of eyes ; aiKl without a 
fpark of benevolence in their natures, 
would a univerfal blindnifs^ render them 
compleatly wretched. Now, it is a felf- 
evident propofition, that thofe who place 
their happinefs in the admiration of others, 
muft remain ftrangers to pleafure, where 
there is no one to admire. The beauties 
of Creation can wear no charms to thofe 
whofe attention is perpetually turned upon* 
themfelves. Lawns, groves, and rivers, 
neither compliment nor flatter ; but to 
this clafs of beings, all other language is 
infipid. With impatience, therefore, do 
they fly to a fpot where that dialeft chiefly 
abounds. 

But 
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But the inconveniencies attending fo 
great a conlflux of the rich and gay arc 
obvious. Their multitudets pall upon the 
fi^t, until an equipage and a dray cart 
pafs equally unnoticed by the fatiated in- 
habitants. Or, (hould (ludied fplendor and 
magnificence be fufficient to awaken the 
attention of the publick, yet, if I may ex- 
prefs myfelf learnedly upon the fubjedt^ 
thofe rays of admiration are unhappily 
divided and fub-divided into a thoufand 
enfeebled and diverging fragments, which 
each fondly wifhes to be coUedVed in one 
focus, and centered upon himfelf. . 

Wi T H thefe we will affociate the num- 
bers who confider Pkafure^ as the firft bu- 
finefs, the worthy purfuit of life. . And to 
fuch London is the grand tnart of plea- 
fures, the very Paradife^of Mahomet ^ 
where they may revel the whole circle of 
the hours, in fcenes^of the moft refined, 
or of the groffeft'diflipation. They may 
wander from morning exhibitions, and 
H 4 idle 
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idle amufements innumerable, to plays, 
operas, balls, concerts, drums, routs, ri- 
dottos, taverns, gaming tables, brothels, 
&c. until they have exhaufted the largeft 
patrimony, the moft promifmg health, 
and their whole (lock of credit, character, 
and morals. 

The Town affords a tranfient enter- 
tainment to the occafional vifitor, who is' 
amazed at a mode of living fo oppofite to 
native fimplicity. The buftle of the city, 
the fplendor of. the (hops, the parade of 
bufmefs, the variety of carriages and equi- 
pages, the immenfe congrefs of people, 
ftrike him as a fuperior kind of per/pec- 
five box^ or magic lantborn \ and he cites 
upon his return, the wondrous tales of 
what he has feen and heard, to his liften- 
ing and aftonifhed family ! 

The Metropolis is alfo theftageof ac- 
tion for a man ofbujimfs^ whofe principal 
cbjeft is the accumulation of wealth ; and 

who. 
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who, fportfman like, places all his blifs in 
the pur/uit^ being deftitute of either leifufe 
or tafte, for the proper enleyment of his 
wealth. A man of this charafter cares 
not where he fives, nor how he lives, pro- 
vided he can but engrofs the means of liv- 
ing ; and let him hntpojfefs a large num- 
ber of the tickets of enjoyment, he is by 
no means anxious, whether they be ever 
drawn prizes^ or not. The whole extent 
of his defires is to make a figure upon the 
^Change ; to render the Firm of his Houfe 
familiar to both the Indies ; to be able to 
influence the price of a commodity, and 
to afFed the rife and fall of (locks. I 
need fcarcely obferve that, to one of this 
complexion, London is as it were the im-» 
portant fpot, the point, the fulcrum on 
which he may place his commercial kver^^, 
and where, provided his lever havea fi&f? 
ficient purchafe, he may be able to dd- 
what Archimedes vvilhed for in vainy wow* 
the whole world at will 

H $. ' ThB: 
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The City is the moft encowagingmart 
for fuperior abilities in aU departments. 
It is a place that gives an equal chance to 
every trade and profeflioni where the 
nteaneft of employments may become the 
fources of wealth; and where taylors^ 
chimney-fweepers, old-cloaths«men, hair- 
dreffers, and empirics, fometimes acquire 
affluence, and often enjoy the privileges 
of being ranked in the clafs of gentlemen. 
But the misfortunes and inconveniencies 
^re,— the man who brings his talents up 
to fale, is often ftarvcd befpre he can find 
a purchafer. — ^The arts are generally en- 
couraged in an inverfe proportion to their 
utility-^ and thofe which moft adminifter 
to the luxuries and vices of mankind, are 
the moft certain of rapid fuccefs.— The 
forward and felf-confequcntial wreft from 
the rich and powerful, that patronage 
which is due to modeft worth alone.— 
The ingenious artizan and manufacturer 
has fuch temptations to indolence,, extra- 
vaganccj^ and profligacy, as greatly en- 
danger 
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danger hii complete ruin.— He who is 
able (D furnilh the requifite fum to fet 
thefe various hands at work, often be- 
comes as rich as Croefus by their ingenu* 
ity, while the promoters of this abundance 
fufFer all the miferies of dependance, and 
the infults of capricious wealth. — And 
riie unfuccefsful adventurer will (bon be 
left to bewail his ill-fortune or his rafh- 
nefs, in a loathfome jail, unaflifted, un-:- 
heeded, and unlamented.* 

London is the happieft place of re- 
fort for the numerous gangs of (hirpers 
and fwindlers, of different denominations. . 
It is here they may occupy their various 
honourable profeffions,— ^appear in a thou- 
fand (hapes and charafters with great fe- 
curity,— -may afluredLy meet .with unfuf- 
picious dupes in abundance, correfpon- 
dent to the charafters.they affume : — ancl 

* The humane Society fc^r the Releafe of Pet"- 
fons imprifoned for JStoall Debts, infiitutedfince 
the above was wmtten, ^in fome meafure miti- 
gates the fetrerity of this remark. 

by 
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by frequent adling, they will become fo 
perfect in their parts, as to be able to de- 
ceive, ifpoffible, fbe wry ele^^'-^l mtzvL 
of Mercury, Maria. 

Wi T H thefe we will aflbciate the whole 
tribe of thieves, pickpockets,, houfe- 
breakers, girls abandoned to vice, bul- 
lies, hireling xonftables , and trading 
juftices, who confpire together to be the 
terror and peft of all decent and fober 
families. 

Batchelors and fingle men, whofc 
circumftances, or whofe apprehenfions of 
burning their fingers with Hymen's torch, 
will not fuffer them to enter into the corv- 
jugal ftate, eafily,^ and ioo eafily find in 
Town all their wants fupplied. The 
whole City is their own, if either the 
.proper ufe ox the abufe of any thing de- 
ferves that title. The Philofopher's cha- 
radler of a good man, *' he is always at 
home^* may in a certain acceptation, be 
claimed by them, if they be entitled to no 

other. 
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other. For they may breakfaft in one 
place, dine in a fecond, fup in a third, 
lodge in a fourth, or not lodge at all, with- 
out being miffed or refponfible to any one. 
It is here that their virtue is put to the ut- 
moft pjoof !— that goodnefs, where it is 
poffefled, (hews itfelf to be the genuine 
offspring of an upright heart and juft prin- 
ciples, and not the illegitimate produce 
of prudential regard to chara6ler .'—And 
it is here alfo, that an unblemijhed reputa- 
tion, and /(?«/ deeds, are by no means in- 
compatible ; and that prudence^ decorum^ 
and bypocrify^ may long ferve a man in- 
ftead of all the abftemious virtues.? 

And yet, Maria, notwithftanding their 
apparent liberty,, thefe roving privileges 
foon grow irkfome. They are for ever 
ftrangers to the dear delights of the focial 
ftate, and the enjoyments of a well regu- 
lated family. He that is indifcriminatety 
at home, is never at home, and he feels 
himfelf a ftranger, or af vifitor, amidfthis 
cfofeft connexions. 

To 
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To the bufy Politician, who leaves alt 
domeftic affairs in confufion^ to fettle thofe 
of Europe ; who is more anxious about 
the national debt than abouthis own ; and 
who patiently refigns his family to indi- 
gence and beggary, provided the publicit 
commerce be in aflourifliing' condition r 
—and to the eager Newfmonger, whofe 
itching ears muft be continually trckled^ 
by frelh intelligence ; who imagines that 
nothing can be of importance that is three 
days old ; and who feeds as heartily upon 
trials, bankruptcies,, (hipjYrecks, confla- 
grations, deaths, and murders, as upon 
the happieft and mod intercfting occur- 
rences, — the numerous cofFee-houfes, and 
other places of colloquial intercourfe, be- 
come the center of happinefs ! 

Nor can it be denied that London is 
in a high degree favourable to fociability. 
Its inhabitants have fuperior opportunities 
of choofing their company, provided wif- 
dom (hall ftand at their elbow to dircft 

their 
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their choice*--Here perfons in fimilar pur- 
fuits and fimilar taftes, whoTe ideas perfeA* 
]y amalgamatCy may aflbciate in a friendly 
club, and innocently fpend their even- 
ings in an agreeable converfe— Yet it is 
pity that late hours, and temptations to 
intoxication, fhould often render it pru- 
dent for a cautious man, to abfent himfelf 
from thefe aflbciations. 

To do ample juftice to my fubjeft,. 
Maria, Imuftadd, that the men who re- 
tain their religious principles, and whofe 
education or conviftion, teach them to 
give the preference to one mode of wor- 
(hip rather than to another, may, in yon 
great city, worftiip their Creator accord- 
ing to their inclinations, or the didtates 
of their confciences. What Voltaire has 
obfervcd of the different fefts in England, 
IS peculiarly true refpefting the Metropor 
lis, " In their fathers houfe there are ma- 
ny manfxons/' Or rather they may chufe 
which road they ple^e in their journey to 

Hea^ven> 
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Heaven. And I doubt not but the bomf 
and good in each road will find their way. 
Quakers, Anabaptifts, Prefbytermns, In- 
dependents, as well as Churchmen, may 
there worlhip according to their own par- 
ticular modes, and affociate with thofe of 
their own perfuafions. While the peculi 
ar circumftances of the place, frequent 
intercourfes of a commercial nature, and 
a general inattention to every other part 
of a man*s charafter, except that of ho- 
nor in his vocation, give to perfons of 
thefe different perfuafions, the forfunaie 
habit ^ rather than the Chriftian virtue of 
univerfal and reciprocal moderation. 

To thofe falfely pious fouls, who place 
the fumof religion in perpetually frequent- 
ing leisures and fermons, and who dream 
that conftantly going tofchool and learn- 
ing their duty, isexaftly the fameasprac- 
tifingit, London is ** a little Heaven be- 
low!*' Tabernacles, Conventicles, morn- 
ing, noon, and evening leftures, amongft 

the 
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the Difciples of Whitefield and Weftley, 
amongft Antinomians, Hutchinfonians, 
and Sandimanians, befldes occafional 
preachers in Moorfields, and other con- 
venient places of open exhibition ; may 
fo fully occupy every portion and fmalleft 
fragment of their time, as fcarcely to al- 
low them leifure to cenfure thofe, who, 
by omitting fome few of thefe forms of 
godlinefs, enjoy more frequent opportu- 
nities of condufting themfelves by its ge-- 
nuine power, 

London is alfo a place very advanta-^ 
geous to the Student in his purfuits of va- 
rious branches of fcience ; where by at- 
tending upon different profeffors, convcr- 
fmg with men of learning, genius, and 
experience; confulting libraries, vifiting 
mufeums, &c. he may enjoy the means 
of making the moft defirable progrefs in 
bis ftudies,— -if Heaven (hould fend him 
a competent quantity of refolution, to ef- 
cape the dangerous diflipations of the place. 
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The Town may alfo be thou^tth^ 
proper fchool of Manners ;. where the Col- 
legiate may wear off his pedantry, and 
the country gentleman his aukward ad- 
dre{s. But the Town^ in this coimedfcioa, 
Maria, muft doubtlefi^ figntfy xbc multi- 
tudes of Strangers who occafionaHy afficni* 
ble there, and from whom true polimeft 
and courtefy of behaviour may fixnetimes 
be acquired. For it mufl: be acknow- 
ledged, that the plained Puftic would 
not gain much by his commerce with the 
Natives. Few, very few of thofe whofe 
education has been confined to London^ 
are examples of addrefs and engaging de- 
portm?nt, worthy a journey to town. 
Confidering Europe as the moft impor- 
tant part of the Globe ; England as the 
moft important part of Europe; and, it 
may be, the place of tbeir refidence as 
the moft important part of the Metropo- 
lis, thefe Citizens of accumulated confe- 
qucnce, treat with an ^ir of childifti fu- 
periorify and difdain, all thofe unfortu- 
nate 
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Q&teobje£tsinrho were not bom within the 
Mnief Bow Bells, Thefe gentry are 
ai/b very ape to miilake negligence and 
mtteotion for cafe -^ a dull repetition of 
the contents of a news-paper, for edifying 
converfation ; pert reflexions, andfatiri- 
cal insinuations upon country life and. 
manners, for wit and Humour : whilft 
their good ladies fubftitute afFedation for 
politenefs, a paflion for every whimfical 
falhion for tafte, and extravagance for 
grandeur.-— -—And they both unite in the 
opinion, that all ftrangers are bound to 
admire every thing peculiar to the place, 
even to its noife, confufion, and filth. 
In a word, they feem to claim the privi- 
lege of behaving as they pleafe : and for- 
getting that London may not be the firft 
mart for manners^ tho* it be for various 
other articles^ they with equal folly and 
vanity, impofe upon you their own coar/e 
unwrougbt goods, for the very beft of 
the kind. 

But, 
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But, to take the \vord Town m 
largeft (^rfication, ^ the refort alfi 
perfbns of fafliion and diftin Aion, I c 
fefs it is a place where a countrynian r 
rub off his ruft. But ftill hemuft 
careful what he rubs againft ; or he i: 
exchange a little country dirt fbr ci 
. coom ; the innocent powder of z mil 
for the foot of a chimney-fweeper. 
tnuift be cautious not tolofe mfolid wd 
more than he gains in refinement ; 
to exchange his honeft plainnefs for 
plicity of manners, or fubftitiite a a 
teous bow and fine prbmites, for real 
fices of benevolence and friendf] 
Chymifts well know that a nail or ho 
(hoe, will, in an elegant folution of 1: 
vitriol, throw off its rough coat of i 
and acquire one of copper. But the C 
mill will not tell you that the nail^ or 
bor/e-Jboe are the bener for the char 
Nay, he will warn you, that altho* 
ignorant miftake it for gold, this w 

dj 
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drous acquifition is in fad an exchange 
for a noxious body inftead of theyi/«/j- 
ry one. 

The Metropolis is a place worthy the 
temporary refidence of the fpeculative 
Phflbfopher, who thinks ' the proper 
knowledge of mankind is man .* By con- 
verfing with fuch a diverfity of charafters, 
he may acquire a confiderable infight in- 
to the various modifications of the human 
heart. Here he will conftantly behold the 
force of evil example, counteracting the 
original bent of a virtuous education !— * 
thfi fjower of fordid intereft over one who 
had early imbibed the principles of drift 
integrity, perhaps of generojity ; and of 
criminal pleafures over the pupil of fobri- 
ety ! He will learn in time to calculate the 
weeks or months requifite to meta.mor- 
phofe the fon of a humble peafant, into an 
infbknt footman ; of a plain farmer's 
lad, into the coxcomb, or the fine gen- 
deman !— He will lament to fee the labors 

of 
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of a pious parent, who when he vas 
tcachti^ the * young idea how to ftioot; 
ftrove to make it (hoot towards Heavn^ 
. and watered the tender plant with many 
a fupplicating tear ; he will lament to fee 
all his foftering care, rendered abortive 
by the attendance of a fingle month upon 
fome difputing Club, or feminary of iyf- 
tematic vice! Where the portcr-infpired- 
•orator afi&ds to laugh at his former prin- 
ciples, as the dull notions of dotards, 
unworthy a man of fpirit and free en- 
quiry ;— Hands forth the champion ol 
infidelity :-— or prompted by vanity, be- 
<:omes the hypocrite o^ Sin .'•—•dares to de- 
ny a faith which he yet believes, openly 
difputje tenets he fecretly reveres, and ar- 
gue againft convidtions which, in his re- 
lied moments, ' harrow up his foul!" 
» 

^ ..In fhort, our Phik>fopher will difco- 

/^ ver the power of eonaedions and example, 

of intereft or of pleafures, to change the 

principles and difpofitions of men. And 

he 
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lie wtH remark how eafily thofe who have 
iK> fiamen of their own, no genuine un- 
fliaken rule 6f condudt, no fettled noti- 
x)ns of virtue^ and rational fear of Hea-^ 
^n, how eafily they yield themfelves up 
to foreign impreffions, like wax to the 
fcal ; or bear a diverfity of vicious re- 
Temblances, according to the moulis in 
which they may be accidentally caft \ . 

Ap te r he has made general obfery^- 
tions of this nature, for which evet^^jtet 
of that great City will ftrrnifh amplem^r 
tcrials, he may ftudy the leading chari^- 
tcriftics, title diftinguifliing type of each 
divifion. " ^^ - 

In the Weftern quarter he may contem- 
plate the proud and faftidious Cou r t i kit , 
uniting the extremes of haughtinefs «d 
fervility \ fwoln with the idea of his own,, 
importance, and yet courting the adn^i- 
ration of every tranfient fpedtator !•— 
ra^canly cringing to thofe in power, but 

treating 
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treating his inferiors with difdain! — - 
lavifli of his bounty to fycophants, and 
panders to his pleafures, but deaf to the 
cries of the indigent, or the demands of 
juftice! — betraying his country for gold, 
and hazarding that gold upon the turn of 

a die ! fupercilious to thofe who are 

dependent upon his fmile^, himfelf a 
ftranger to the independency of a man ! 
— dcftitute of every moral excellence, 
but vain of his manifold titles and trap- 
pings of pre-eminence! — ridiculing the 
rigid reftraints of virtue and religion, 
and torn afunder by the conteft of irregu- 
lar paflion, or corroded with difeafes 
generated by criminal excefs ! 

After he has ftudied this portrait 
of modern greatnefs in our fex, which, 
with a few honorable exceptions, I fear 
is too clofe a refemblance, he may caft 
his eyes upon that mod whimfical and 
infignificant thing called a ^ne Lady ; 
in whom, although (ht thinks herfelf 

the 
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the moft important perfonage in the whole 
Creation, he will fearch in vain for thofe 
charadleriftic excellencies of woman, win- 
ning foftnefs, modeft referve, delicate 
fenfe, elegant oeconoray, and the regular 
conduft of domeftic affairs, filial, con- 
jugal, and parental affeftion, and a heart 
attuned to genuine friendfliip, fympathy 
and love. The whole bufmefs of her life 
he will perceive to be pleafures^ and the 
indulgence of her capricious humors ; 
and yet that fhe is a novice in her profef- 
fion ! He will find her a flave to fafliions 
which disfigure, xht perfon (he is fo anxious 
to adorn ; a ftranger to true elegance and 
tafte, although it be what (he chiefly af- 
fe6ts ; and difgufted with the amufements 
which have occupied all her thoughts! 
He will fmile to fee her miftake affeded 
airs for gentilit) — impertinence for fami- 
liarity— haughtinefs for dignity — volubi- 
lity of tongue for eloquence— niic^. id?as 
and a round of hackneyed phrafes for frn- 
timeni-^the moft abfurd proftiurion of 
I ft long 
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ftrong expreffions upon trivial fubjeQs, 
M fublimity of thou^t—- a troublefomc 
/pettiftinefs of difpofition, for a delicate 
fenfibility of nerves ! And he fometimes 
will have occafion to be (hocked at her 
breaking throng the modeft, the ami- 
ably timid reftraints of nature, and con- 
fidering impudence as a womanly virtue ! 
—at her afFeding to difbelieve the truth 
of religiotty while (he is the dupe oicbiU 
dijb credulities ; braving her M a k e r with 
more than mafculine infidelity, and yet 
fcreaming and trembling at the fight of 
a moufe^ or ?ifpider ! He will obferve her 
ftriftly maintaining all the appearances of 
friendrtiip, but totally loft to its reality ;— 
making generous offers of afliftance to 
thofe above the want of it, and negleft- 
ing common civilities to the needy and 
opprefled ;— claffing herfelf among the 
warmeft of your friends in your prefence, 
and fporting with your character in the 
hour of abfence ; — eftimating the worth 
of her affociates according to the Rank 

they 
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hold in Ac polite world, and yet 
titutingall the confidence of friendflifp 
rr chamber maidy and the beft afFedti- 
6f her fophifticatcd nature to parrot Sj 
ktes and lap-dogs 1 

[er moft ferious occupations, he will 
rve to confift either in receiving or 
ng irkfome vifits of ceremony; in 
:h her expreflioniS of the happinefs 
feels at the interview, cati only be 
illed by the real languor and difguft 

experiences: — —or in anfwerrng bil- 

of unmeaning conrplitnents ?-or in 
rizing her own conceptions 'of friend- 

and politenefs, by fending round an 
>ty equipage, tittended with a train 
lomeftics, to enquire after the wel- 

of her moft intimate aflbciates ! In 
cveningis, he will fee her fit down at 
card table, with anxiety, impatience, 
rice, anger, atid a thoufand evil paf- 
IS in her train :—— and perhaps he 
y deted her, under the fanftion of 
I % her 
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1^ fex and quality, praflifmg at the 
pool the dirty tricks of d^Jbarper ! 

Thus, my friend, from a general 
review of her whole life, will our Philofo- 
pher either be tempted to turn a partial 
Mahometan, and doubt whether ybiw^ of 
your fex may not be formed witbaut & 
foul ; or he will place the existence of 
fuch a Being among the unfearchablemyf- 
teriesof Providence! 

Satiated with thefe fights, he wiB 
not be much difpofed to vifit dfie puilieus 
of the Hay-market, Cockfpur-ftreet, 
and Piccadilly, where the dependants and 
appendages of greatnefs chiefly refort; 
or he might here contemplate human na- 
ture in a mafquerade, if it be poflible, 
ftill more fantaflic ! He might behold 
perfons defcended from the meanefl pa- 
rentage, and educated in the humbleft 
walks of life, fuddenly fpringing up, 
like gaudy and pernicious weeds in the 

place 
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place of nutritive grain -^ and in their .va- 
ious profeffiotis of Barbers, Taylors, 
Hair-dreflert, Milliners, Linguifts, Mu- 
[icians, &c. aflutning the airs, and ape- 
ing the manners of riieir fuperiors ! 

Ii? our Philofopher (hould take a walk 
isnong the nt^ buildings of St. Mary-la- 
Hmm^ he wiU aot fail to admire the pro;- 
^iions made in this commodious placei^ 
For adminiftering to vice, and preferv- 
i^ the appearance of virtue* Here he 
Hay chance to deteft many a fedate head 
)f a fiimily toying with a girl of the town* 
-*-— Ladies of ftrift honor punftual in 
heir appointments with their gallants-—^ 
cept miftrefles counterbalancing infideli- 
:y to their benefa^ors by generofity to 
Grangers ; — ai)d females of unqueftioned 
;irtue deftroying the conftitutions of 
ifcr youth ! 

Fa(36Ihg by ;S!:. Giles's, .ha'.ifj^y 

laVe opportunities of contemplating man 

I 3 reduced 
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.y learn not to love the worldy nor the 
ings of the world! 

He will find the diftinguiftiing charac- 
ter oi your fex, Maria, to be an eager- 
nefs to pay the moft extravagant compli- 
ments to their hulband's wealth i and by 
various arts of difTipation, put his Gains 
and Credit to the utmoft proof. In 
a word, he will obfervc fuch a general 
fpirit of luxury, fuch an afFe<Slation of 
affluence amongft our City Dames^ as to 
difcountenance the very appearance of 
oeconomy, and render them a willing 
prey to milliners, laundreffes, and domef- 
tics ! He will perceive fuch a rage for imi- 
tating the prevailing fafhions, as breaks 
down every diftinftion, and confounds 
every clafs ; — fo that he (hall find it dif- 
ficult to diftinguifh the miftrefs from her 
waiting-maid, or decypher the wife or 
daughter of a Butcher, Baker, Tallow- 
chandler, or Poulterer, in a publick aflem- 
bly, from a rich heirefs, or the confort of 

an 



an o{>iAlent nMerchantl Hb vill frequently 
helur of ftfie^ooate vrives^ who plunder 
ifaeif xlear ^ttner at iom^y ^at they May 
fiipfkiit his rd^tatbu abraadl «tid iff 
kjigue ^ith their fervantfi', advance the 
price of every marketabte commodity in 
lireir da3y acdDums^ to raife a iund fbi* 
the^e 'fecret a^ k^ddble feivice^. H« 
wUictften me^t Ffeinfeil«i fte{)pifig out of 
(lakry fto^S a*d dirty cbUrts, life* aft hei-^ 
foihe Gil the ftage from a cottage or a pH-^ 
ion, fn Mihefompof drtfs! and he iftay 
fometiii^s d€te^ the notable houfewij^ 
pis^lfiteg h*f 6orttmon dbmeftit o(fice«i 
ifi &l*5, /ii^fi, and hY&cades*^\^tx from, 
her iittooftquerable attachment to finery^ 
yk be<Jdttfe the po^Mj of her Wardrobfe 
wffl WW allow her the necifiary chahjgt? 

In the various outfkirts of the town 

tour inquifiitive obferver may be witne& 

to an odd aflemblag^ pf characters and 

fituationsv He wiUiind fomefew who 

I 5 defirc 
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defire to live and de/trve tolxrej and aie ' 
fo fortunate as to fucceed ; many wha 
would live, and ionnoi ; great numben? 
vvho tnigbi live, and will not ; and n(> 
fmall number vfhodo live, and do not ik- 
fcrve it. He will often difcem filent 
Want and Sicknefs privately ftniggling 
with woe, while Impofture intercepts the 
plenteous dreams of mercy, which would 
otherwife gladden their hearts [ He will 
remark, with a mixture of jrity and in- 
dignation, the cruel policy of the times, 
which fets open fuch mukitudes of houfes 
for the purpofes of riot and intoxication, 
and thus debauches the morals of the peo- 
ple, in order to increafe the publick re- 
venues ! — ^To this caufe will he principal- 
ly attribute the frequent fight of infoiencc 
in rags-,— of fpirits grown ungoverna- 
ble by being loft to every fenfe of decen- 
cy of charafter ;— of men reduced to the 
loweft ebb of wretchednefs, even beyond 
the feeling of their own mifery ;— -and ter- 
minating their worthlefs exiftence, by 

falling 
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fidlii^ vi£tims to the laws, through 
crimes of which die laws themfelves have 
been: the parents, the nurfes, and the 
guardians ! 

By the water fide he may contemplate, 
the fons of Neptune.. He will fee an ac- 
tive impetuous race, equally ready for 
great and noble exploits, or for riot and 
confufion— as the moft trivial circumftan- 
ces Ih^ll decide ! He will find them ge- 
nerous^ becaufe improvident and thought- 
kfe ; ^r«/fl:/,. becaufe they are themfelves 
hardy; zndi courageous^ becaufe theyar^ 
ignorant of danger ! In the fame perfons^ 
he will be witnefs to inftances of more 
tifcan Roman virtue,, mixed with the vices ; 
of a ruffian ! 

He may often behold a city mob do- 
ing wrong y in order to ^eftify abufes ;— ~ 
(allying forth to jrevengq real or imaginar 
ry evils^ and committing ftill greater in 
ijhc attempt i— •meaning well, and adtur 

atedi 
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a^:d by right principles in thtJlrJt'mGL^isitfSy 
but in the next degenerating into a law-^ 
lefs banditti ;—hiffing, haikxang, pdt- 
ing, or leading in triumph, a Prince ot 
a Beggar^ according to their ideas of me- 
rit or demerit ; but changing thefe ideas 
with every wind that blows. 

If curiofity or commiferation fliall in- 
duce him to vifit the numerous Prifons, 
he will fee places intended for fchools of 
refcjrmation, become niltferies of vice. 
He will obferve men rendered ten-fold 
more daring and experienced in iniquity, 
by their punijhments ; — loft to every fenfe 
of fhame, except the (hame of having any 
remaining virtues ^ and familiarized to 
ignominious ^deaths, until they placidly 
contemplate them as natural events. 

Shou L D OMX fpeculative chance to be at 
the feme time 2Lpra^ical Philofopher, he 
will retire with due expedition from a 
place, where, it is true, there is fo much 

to 
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to learn, yet fo little to pleafe. But if fate 
Ihould oblige him to take up his refidence 
there, he will make the beft of the mat- 
ter; prudently enjoy all the advantages 
the Town affords ; convert his knowledge 
of mankind, if poffible, to their ufe-, and 
judging with Horace,* 

" In either place 'tis folly to complain, 
" The>Iind, and not the Scene creates 
" the pain," 

he will feek happinefs within himfelf, by 
the praftice of virtue, and the purfuit of 
ufef ul fcience • which, fortunately for man, 
require no particular foil of Town or 
Country, but will grow and flourilh equal- 
ly well wherever they are properly culti- 
vated. 

Adieu, 

J.B. 

• Stultus uterque locum immeritum caufatur 
iniqu^. 
In Culpa eft Animus, qui fenon effugitunquam. 

Lib. I.Epift. 14. * 

LET- 
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LETTER V. 

Stowc^ July 16, 1769. 

To ' * ' ■ ' FraiIklin, Junior, Efij; 
Wendover. 

HeYDAY! What is the matter? 
Behold all the marks of an invafion, or 
a civil war ! Windows broken, doors de- 
moliflied, fign-pofts humbled to the duft ! 
Here ftands a man with a broken arm, 
and yonder go two or three more with 
bruifed faces and black eyes ! Prithee, 
what have you all been about ? 

" 'Le^aimering^ Sir,** Atifwtrfe ari' el- 
dieriy imtt, to whom 1 addr efl^d my eti^ 

quiry. 
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qditj^Leaitmemtigf what do you mean 
'by duit^ good man?* 

*^ Why, it's going about to be made 
a Parlamna man m; and he tlmt gets 
the moft votes carries dw day.** 

* Bu T I do not fee the connefiion, my 
honeft friend, betiMen dtnfii^ Mr. A. or 
Mr. B, for your reprefentattve^ MiMemor 
liihing your town, or knocking one ano- 
ther on the head.' 

** Doh't you? Why then I can tcD 
you, meifttr^' fays the old gentleman, 

with a fmile of contempt aimed at my 
ignorance. " Thefe great fokes makes 
us little fokes drunk, and when we are 
drunk we fight, and when we fight we 
do mifchief, that's all/* 

* The greater fools you to make your- 
felves fuch beads.'. 

" Nay, as to, the matter of that^ I 
think your gireat fokes ought to know be^^ 

ter 
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ter than to fet us tqgedier by the ears, to 
fervc their own turns/* 

^ And I think you ought to know bet- 
ter than to be fet together by the ears by 
them/ 

** L— d. Sir, if jau could get your 
belly full of vittels and drink for notbit^^ 
and money given you into the hargmy 
you would now, 111 womt you. There 
is the fVbite-Iyon^ and Gray-bound^ and 
Blackamore*S'beady has been open forthefe 
three weeks fuccejsfulfy. Ale was given 
away by pails-full. You might go in and 
eat and drink 'till you burft again, at any 
time, and nobody would take no notice 
like/' 

* So then you are fond of the diverfion, 
I find/ 

" Alack a day. Sir! I have lived in 
the town, and paid fcot and lot thirty-one 
years and an half^ come MicbaeJfnas nes^t : 

and 



and iVe polled fcM" eleven pariament men^ 
and have got my Twill of ale, and a bro* 
ken pate e'ry time, thank God/' 

* So I fee thefe worthy gentlefolks firft 
make beajis of you, and then claim the 
honour of being your repr^entatives ;*— 
that's curious enough ! But pray tell me 
what thefe parliament men are good for 
when you have them/ fays Charles, * for 
on my life, I know not ?' 

" Good for, S\t\ blefs your heart! 
good for! why if it was not for them, we 
fhould all be over-run with Papijhes and 
PreJbyterianSj GodkUvOWS." 

* And what harm would tbey do you?' 

** LuD, Sir, how you- talk! Why they 
would knock us on the head, if we did 
not wear wooden-Jhoes^ and go to the Pan- 
tile houfe !" 

* So you knock one pother on the head 
to prevent thefe calamities !' 

"Aye 
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" Aye to be fiire, Thof I ant now 
the man I was, I'U fight for Old England 
^ long as there -is a drop of blood left in 
tbf$ 0I4 carcafe of mine ; and V\\ ftand 
\ip for the Church too, agen all the Pre/- 
hyterian fans of bitches in the nation, as 
long as my name's Jobn Marlow^ that I 
-ami? I'll be damn'd if I don't." 

Wi T » thi§ pious exclamation, honeft 
John broke from us rather abruptly, and 
joining fome of his aflbciates at a little 
diftance, raifed a laugh upon us as we 
pajOTed them.. 

Although the defcription of this lu- 
dicrous fcene may afford my worthy friend 
a momentary amufement, yet no man 
who wifhes good to individuals, or is a 
true lover of his country, <^n ferioufly re- 
fleft upon fcenes of a fimilar nature, fo 
frequently repeated, without the utmoft 
abhorrence. The people, when they are 
thM&aiffen^bled fcx* die purpofe of elefting 

a Re- 
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ft Repitfentfttive, may jufUy be deomed 
not only one part of the L^flatare^ but 
the nooft important part >— from them 
Governors derive their power ; and for 
their benefit alone aB good governments 
are inftituted. And when their fuperions 
in fortune, or in education and under* 
ftanding, take advantage of die indigen* 
cy and dependent ftate of the lovirer, cb& 
of people, or of the ignorance of unculti- 
vated minds, and thus (educe or impel 
them to proftitute the ri^t which Nature 
and our excellent conftitution have put in- 
to their hands, they are guilty of an at- 
tempt as bafe in its motives, as it is ru- 
inous in its confequences. 

The Eleftion of Reprefentatives in Par- 
liament, is the molt important aft in 
which the community at large can poflibly 
be engaged. Nay, it is the only public 
aft in which they have authoritative con- 
cern; and the iflues of it remain irreme- 
diable for a fpace of time, long enough, 

at 
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at fome critical periods, to ruin a whole 
kingdom. Surely then Conftituents oug^t 
to be well inftrufted in the nature of this 
their power, and taught how to direft it to 
the general good ! And yet, my friend, 
where (hall we find this difpofition in thofe 
able to inftrqft them ? On the contrary, 
is there not, almoft univerfally, a difpo- 
fition to deceive and ahufe? Are there any 
inftances in civil fociety, of immoralities, 
diicanery, and abfolute villainy^ equal to 
thofe manifefted in the conduft of oiu* 
Eleftions? I muft confefs my aftonift- 
ment at finding fucha contrajlm the hu- 
man bread, as thefe periods difcover.— ^ 
Thofe, who 'perhaps are of decent and ho- 
nourable deportment, in all the concerns 
o^private\\k^ feem ztfucb feafons, to glo- 
ry in adling the parts of deceitful knaves ; 
and without pretending to a difpenfacion 
from any Pope, mutually confent to be 
guilty of as great a quantum of wicked- 
nefs, at thefe carnivals, as the mod in- 
dulgent Pope ever had the infolence to 

par- 
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pardon 1 But^ Hiygoe4 friead, doTtftue, 
bonour^ mtegrity^ chaise their lively na* 
tures when the caufe becomes natmal} 
Oty can thofe vices whkji are necratcd 
in the individual^ become the ornament 
ei^pariizan^ Can thofe di(honouzabk 
a£ts which would dtfgrace the perpetratoi 
in his own drcuntfcribed fi^ere,—- where 
their influence is metely iocat^-^^xcosoQ 
bffs culpable in propc^rtion as thieir mafig* 
nant eflfe^s are Mtenfivdy difufedf^'-^j 
tjsU me, is virtue (uch an irkfome reftraint 
upon men, that they fhall be glad of an 
opportunity to give their coafcicnces a 
refpite, and a fchool boy's holiday, and 
feize the occafion, when a regard to cha- 
radler is fufpended, of giving a loofe to 
the natural propenfity of their minds? 

Wh a t e V e r be the caufe, it is enough 
to amaze thofe who retain any portion of 
their native fimplicity, and ftrike horror 
into the minds of fuch who ftill feel the 
workings of common humanity, to con- 

fider 
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(ider what difperate means are employed 
to anfwer the moft trivial purpofes !— *To 
reflect how many an honeft, fober, dili- 
gent Mechanic, h^ degenerated into an 
indolent Vagabond, ot been corrupted in- 
to a perjured Villain, in confequence of 
the reigning diffolutenefs of thefe fcafons! 
—•How many, a worthy and induftriotrs 
family, have been threatened with imme-r 
diate ruiti, ipraftually turned a-driftfrora 
their habitations, fimply as facrifices to 
the puerile ambition of an infignificant in- 
dividual, who, it is probable:, is not of 
half the cortfequence to the publick weal, 
as the Farmer, the Weaver, Shoemaker, 
br Taylor, whom he feduces, depraves, 
or overwhelms with mifery ! 

AN.D,/^r what is all this violent com- 
motions ? — Wherefore this temporary ci- 
vil war? — Why muft contention, hatred, 
and irreconcilcable animofities, be let 
loofe upon a Borough or a County ?— -Is it 
not to determine fome abfurd point of ho- 
K nour. 
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duft, than for a Nobleman, who in his 
own right is one branch of theLegiflature, 
meanly to encroach upon the rights of the 
other ?^-^\o lavifti his wealth in cen^rupting 
the principles of an unthinking Freehol- 
der, and influence him in the choice of a 
Rcprefentative, part of whofe office it is 
to watch over, and reftrain the abufe of 
that power which his Rank neceflarily be- 
llows ? — ^Can there be a more fhameful 
folecifm, than for one who is deemed /r^ 
in the clafs of Gentlemen^ to exert his in- 
fluence in the appointment of a perfon, 
who is to be a defence againft his own en- 
croachments r— and break through the bed 
barrier cf the Conftitution, that a creature 
of his own may be elefted as a guarantee 
of it ? — The feverefl laws againft the open 
invaders of another's property, or poach-" 
ers of their favourite game, to which 
thcfe Pcrfonages ever gave their fuffrage, 
ought, according to the Lex Talionis^ to 
be returned upon themfclves ! I muft 
confcft, my friend, that when I behold 

thefe 
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tbefe Right H^norabks fport with the liber- 
ties of mankind, andaimatgrafpingall the 
power and influence in the kingdom to 
themfelves, I cannot forbear in the warmth 
of my refentment, reducing the metapho- 
rical language of Shakefpeare's Gardener, 
to its more literal interpretation. 

*^ Cut off the heads of too faft growing 

" fprays, 
*' That look too lofty^ in our conunon 

" wealth : 
*' All muft be even in our government.* . 

Should my gpod Franklin think th^ 
his friend is, contrary to his ufual cuflom, 
warmw^on thequefliion, he anfwers, that 
there are fome things of taoferious an im- 
port to bear a fmile ; that there are fome 
aftions, of which, altho' they entitle a 
man to a feat in Redlam^ the villany fhall 
yet exceed the /o/^ /—And in ihefe cafes, 
the indignation of every one who feels in 
any refpeft^ correfpondent with, the na- 
K 3 ture 
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ture of his fubjedl, muft rife fuperior to 
his love of ridicuk. 

'* Omne animivitium tanto confpeBius infe 
" Crimen babet^ quanta major qui peccat 
" babetur.f 

Bu T to return to our Rebeians. 

Were I to follow the natural train of 
the argument, I (hould only urge what has 
been repeated times innumerable >— — I 
(hould of courfe bewail the inequality of 
reprefentation, the abfurdity of Boroughs 
almoft without inhabitants, appointing 
Delegates to maintain their rights, while 
the rights of thoufands and tens of thou- 
fands remain defencelefs :— I (hould la- 
ment that the choice of the Reprefenta- 
tives of a populous and flourifhing nation, 
fhould be confined to fo feWy and often 
to (nch foul and unworthy hands ;— I (hould 
vainly defire that vice would correft it- 

» Richard II. A<fl 3. tju venal. 

felf, 
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felf V and that thofe who are naturally dif- 
pofed to ahufe their power, would be the 
lirft to reform this abufe. Yet I cannot 
forbear wilhing, that every individual in' 
the nation/if/r the injury of being exclud- 
ed from a (hare in the Legiflature, and 
fought fome conftitutional and effectual 
method of redrefe. For without a voice, 
either in the Parliament itfelf, or in the 
choice of a Delegate,, their deareft privi- 
l^es may be bartered away for a paltry- 
bribe, or a Cann of ak !. In (hort, one clafs 
of men are totally at the mercy of ano- 
ther ! And if this bears any part in the 
definition of 2^ftave^ they are flaves, tho' 
for the prefent they feel not the chain ! 

But attho* a radical cure of this dan- 
gerous difeafe is not much to be expefted, 
and perhaps could not be accompliftied 
without fuch violent conVulfion, as might 
greatly endanger our political conftituti- 
on^ yet I think fome very confiderable pal- 
liative might be adminiftered. 

K 4 Is 
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Is THERE not great reafon to believe, 
that great numbers, perhaps a majority 
of the Freeholders, wanton with the liber- 
ties of their fellow Citizens, merely thro* 
grofe ignorance, or culpable inaHtention ? 
—that they have the moft confufedidea^ 
of the office of a Reprefefttative m Parlia- 
ment ? ■ that, altho' the welfare of the 
whole nation ultimately depends upoti their 
decifions, yet theykrtow as little dF- the 
matter as John Mar low, who thought that 
a . parliament-man was ta .guard him, 
fome how or other, againft Papifts, Pre/by- 
terians^ and wooden-Jhoes ? I would recur 
therefore to the idea which was firft fug- 

gefted : that fome proper method 

(hould be adopted, fully to acquaint the 
Eleftors with the nature and importance 
of their power, at fuch interefting periods ; 

-that they ought to be inftrufted in 

the common liberties of niankind, the 
general principles of government, and the 

defign of all civil fociety ! Would it 

not be highly meritorious to thofe who re- 
tain 
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tain any fparks of public fpirit, and are 
patriots indeed^ to draw up a plain and 
clear fummary of the privileges and duties 
of an Ele<ftor, to be put it into the hands 
of every Freeholder in the kingdom, par- 
ticularly at the eve of a General Elefti- 
on? — ^Ought not thefe Eleftors to be 
informed, that they are at fuch junctures 
the reprefentatives oi others ? ■ that they 
ftand in the place of thoufands ? ■ That 
perjury is not the only vice of which they 
can be guilty, that they may at the fame 
time, be guilty of aiding and abetting op- 
prejjion ?* ' -that the choice of a man, 
avowedly unqualified, either from the 
known want of capacity, or of publick or 
private virtue ; or from his being already 
die fervile rmnion of the Court, are alfo 
crimes of the firft magnitude ? ■ ' t hat 
they ^c refponfible for the meafures that 
man (hall efpbufe ? and if the nation 
be ruined, by the choice of unworthy Re- 
^fentatives, whioli is the danger of tlie 
E 5 pr^- 
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prefent times, the ruin of the whole Em- 
pire reds with tbem ? 

Nor would fuch friendly, and truly pa- 
triotic admonitions, be feafbnable to the 
lower clafs of Eleftors alone ; but many 
of their Superiors might alfo profit by them. 
For is it not notorious, that while the one 
are thus eafily feduced or deterred from 
voting with impartiality, the Others as ea- 
fily and unthinkingly enlift themfelves on 
the fide of the feducers ? Or do they not 
fall into the oppofite extreme • and treat 
with the utmoft indifference, a concern 
in which the interefts of the whole ftate 
are embarked ? Are there not thoufands, 
whofecharadlers and fortunes*entitle them 
to a very refpedable and lawful influence 
in the Conftitution, that are reftrained by 
indolence, or pufillanimity, from giving 
their fuffrage at all ? — Or otherwife, do 
they not confider the eledion of a Candi- 
date as a matter of ^erfoml favor ^ rather 
than oipuhlick trujl ? and attend infinite- 
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Jy more to partial recommendations, and 
family connexions, than to the political 
jwrinciplefe, or the honor and probity of the 
Party whofe caufe they efpoufe? 

The Scene at Wendover^ is I fear too 
juft a reprefentation of the ignorant Free- 
holders in general, who barter away eve-' 
ry thing that is valuable for a treat at an 
Inn. But I really think our friend, to 
vrhom r have heard you give the fignifi- 
cant title of Sir Indifference Wealthy^ is as 
genuine afample of the clafs I now men- 
tion.' Since I faw you laft Iliave had the 
honor of dining with this good Knight, 
who is. really a worthy Individual, and if 
poflible, ftill more refpeftable for the 
goodnefs of his heart, than for the excel- 
lence of his dinners. Bat he feeiiis to 
have the public fpirit of an Oyfitr ; and 
to be as inattentive to every national quef- 
tionashis faithful dog Turpin^ that is borne 
down with years, indolence, and fat. 
Whik:We were at table, J endcayowred 

to- 
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to rouze the old Gentleman from his le- 
thargy, by expatiatmg, with Tome vehe- 
mence, wpon the abfofd and iniquitous 
manner in which eleftions were conduc- 
ed. 

*'Psha! It's 2i cujiomary things fays 
the Knight."— r-You mufk-know that he 
voted at a late cledtion in the county of 
N , for a man whofe ch^ra<Slcr, both 
public and private,^ was very exception- 
able, merely becaufe their Lands lay con- 
tiguous 5 and he thought it would be ««- 
neighbourly a^ion to vote againil him. 

" It is a cuftomary thing," fays the 
Knight, as he helped himfelf to a bit of 
Turbot. 

Its being fo cuftomary, fays I, is one 
grand fubjeft of my complaint. 

^' I don't fee much in it,', quoth he, 
^' it always was, and always will be fo." 

I ANSWERED, that I could not help 

feeing 
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feeing, a great deal in it ; and that if his 
prophefy was true, there was but a gloo- 
my pirofpedt for die nation. 

** Aye, you croaking Politicians, arc 
always foreboding evil -.—Why we Uveas 
weU nom as ever we did," quoth my 
Hpftj—^nd helps himfelf to the other flice- 

This may not always be the cafe. Sir, 
fuppofing it admiflible for you to judge 
of theftate of Myriads, by the plenty 
which your ample fortune affords you. 
And permit me to obferve, that if your 
Predecejfors had been as indifferent to the 
common intereft of mankind as yourfelf, 
it might not have been in your power to 
have lived as at prefent : and were every 
man of influence to be governed by the 
fame fupine maxims, your Pqfterity will 
never fee Turbot or Turtle at the Tables 
of any butof Priefls, Placemen, and Pen- 
fioners ; who will riot in luxury by grie- 
vous, taxes, on their eftates, if not by an. 
iniquitous confifcation of the whole.- 

His. 
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His mouth was full, andhewasfilent. 

The more the evil is cuftomary, the 
more it is multiplied and encreafed, Sir 
Knight. Therepetitionof a vice five thou- 
fand times, can never change it into a vir- 
tue ; tho* our familiarity with it may ren- 
der us inattentive to its nature or confe- 
quences. It is a cuftomary thing alfb for 
the total abfence of public fpirit, and a 
general corruption of manners, to deftroy 
a Nation ; and (hall any, from this (hal- 
low confideration, fit eafy in the profpeft 
of its difTolution ? 

I CANNOT make that out, fays my 
Hoft. 

I w AS going to help him ; and Avas col- 
lefting in my ovm mind the links of the 
chain between the univerfal depravity, 
and final ruin of a flaie. But he faved 
me the trouble. For having, finifhed hijs 
Turbot, he poured out a bumper of Cla- 
ret, and after he. had teftified his religion, 

loy- 
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loyalty, and public fpirit, by drinking 
Church, King, and Conftitution,— he 
threw himfelf back in his great arm chair, 
and fell faft afleep. 



Adieu. 



J B. 



LET- 
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TALKATIVE WOMAN. 



Le coup mortcl que vous portcz a votrc 
frire, eft il plus leger, parceque c'eft I'im- 
prudence^ & la legerity qui I'ont lanc6 ? 

Masillok. 
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LETTER VL 



Stowe^ July^ 1769. 



To Maria. 



HE reflcdtions which were the 
fubjedl of my Letter to our mutual friend, 
held us out as far as Aylejbury^ of which 
I was right glad -, nothing doubting but 
that the chief town in Buckingbamfiire^ 
which fends two Members to Parliament, 
has a County Jail, and the Affizes annu- 
ally, befides a good market every Satur- 
day, would afford me fuch ample mate- 
rials for animadverfion, as fhould laft 
me at leaft as far as Stowe. But I know 
not how it was, nothing was able to call 

forth 
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forth the fmallefl: fpark of fentiment, un- 
til we had a glimpfe of the magnificent 
Prifon^ as we were pafling through the 
Town. 

This, faid I to Charles, \s?iii obvious 
contrail. Every fpeftator may, if he 
pleafes, be witnefs to external Grandeur 
and inwardMxkry. But could we infpeft 
with equal eafe the inmoft receffes of the 
human heart, how many w;v/ri&^<iobjefts 
fhould we not difcover, under appearances 
tqueMy fplendid ^nd pompous! 

Tr u e, faid my companion, what think 
you of a Nabob maker, a government 
Contracflor, or mercilefs Monopolizer, who 
though they may live in edifices yet more 
(lately than this before us, have hearts 
blacker with guilt than the vileft mifcreant 
amongft thofe Felons ; and whofe con- 
fciences, if they have not totally ceafed to 
remonftrate, muft inflift a feverer punifli- 
ment, than any they may have efcapedby 
eluding the laws. 

' I MADE 
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I M A D £ a rejoinder or two, but ais they 
were pretty nearly of the fame nature 
with thofe moral remarks which have 
lately flown out of my whip-lafti, I fhall 
forbear mentioning tiiem. 

It was now near twelve o'Qock ; the 
day mod fultry ; and ourfelves fatigued 
with heat and dufl. Yet like true Philo- 
fophers, we judged it prudent to bear a 
prefent inconvenience, for the fake of a 
future advantage : And as riding another 
hour would bring us to the proper feafon 
of dinner and repofe, we only called for 
a Bifcuit and a glafs of Cyder at the 
George, and prefled forwards to Wins- 
low ; which we were informed was a good 
market town; and where we might expeft 
to hz accommodated with every thing fit 
and neceflary to entertain gentlemen tra- 
vellers. 

W I N s L o w. 

The firfl: objeft that attrafted our 
notice was a felf'-confequential Sign-poji^ 

ftrctched 
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with which both Euna md Sor^ai fcem- 
cd often to havcannifed thfinfdfwB on it 
holiday, or when Aey unfcrc AM b«ft up- 
Wgrf0$eriaifcbkfj.: W^ithou^t, tfeit 
being, a novice m iikx l^&fisflidfi-: ft^ 
might 'have miftakcai the place; hut 
looking ttbaot, we at length -defcritd a 
fmall flip dF a Manger in one isf Ac W 
ncrs^ which operatiftglikciiSfeven, -or by 
virtue of a Wftaitt ' fi^are in IlliettoHc, 
called ^ynecbdocbe^ iubftiftiting isi -part 
for the whdej gave to this llirge cobweb'd 
Bam, a juft right . and title to the ap- 
pellation and honors of a Stable. 

We took the other parts of the office 
upon ourfelves ; and fent the girl in queft 
of her miftrefs. 

The Landlady, who was a fmart, 
lively woman, immediately appeared 
before us, and endeavoured, by the vo- 
lubility of her tongue, and extreme cour- 
tefy of her behaviour, to atone for every 
firi-ftie might ignorantly commit againfl: 

gram- 



TALKATIVE WOMAN. 217 

grammar or common fenfe. Upon en- 
quiring what we could have for cMnner, 
we were at firft anfwered according to the 
enlarged fcale of a pettifogging-Jhop^ 
where they generally boad of the greateft 
plenty without doors, to hide their ex- 
treme poverty within. 

** What you pleafe, Gemmen-y juft 
what you pleafe. There is not a houfe 
in all fVinJlow^ or the next town to it^ 
that keeps a better Lardiner than I do, 
thof I fays it that ftiould not fay it, as 
folks fay." 

However, when we defcended to 
particulars, fhe apologized away with 
great dexterity the whole of this copious 
Larder. — The heat of the weather ; 
the fmallnefs of the family at home ;^ts 
not being market-day v— fome company 
unexpeftedly coming in laft night, reduc- 
ed her to confefs, that the whole flock 
in trade, confifted of a difh of Beans and 
L Bacon^ 
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BacoHy which was faved out of the pro- 
vifion fent to the Haymakers. 

Excellent, nothing can be better^ 
let us have it immediately. 

" You (hall. Sir, in a minuit'^ pleafe 
to walk into this little palur, or up flairs 
into my large dining room, which will be 
much more cooler, and lightfummer, 
and pleafanter for you, Gemmen. Til 
fhew you the way." 

It was well (he was our guide ; for the 
high road of the flair cafe was divided 
and fubdivided, at every five fleps, in- 
to fo many bye-ways, leading this into 
one room in a corner, that to another; 
that we had been infallibly loft in a laby- 
rinth without her. 

At laft we arrived at x)citgrande Salle : 
which it is true was of a commodious 
fize, being the whole length of the build- 
ing, not to mention fome few yards flo- 

len 
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len from the ftreet, by means of an an- 
tique diamond'paned bow-window/ The 
floor was of Oak. But Engli(h Oak itfelf^ 
though it refifts a cannon ball^ and con- 
tjuers nations, mud ftill fubmit to the 
conquering teeth of Time: who Indeed 
had made fo hearty a meal of it, that the - 
chinks, in divers parts, gaped wide and 
horrible. In the centre, from the chim- 
ney downwards, flood a logg ta'ble, with 
benches on each fide of it, always ready 
to receive the welcome guefts of a mar- 
ket day ;— who by the bye, not to lofe 
any time, feemed to be catching at im- 
mortality, while they were waiting for 

their dinners : For they had covered 

the furface of the benches and table, with 
the initials of their names, and various 
dates, curioufly etched with their knives 

and forks, and crooked nails. Ip one 

corner of the room was an antiquated bed- 
ftead ; and in another, an antient efcru- 
toir was placed, which, in every future 
agreement between Landlord and Te- 
^"A L 2 nant, 
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nant, mud doubtlefs be left as a/^/«rf-, 
for twenty men, in thefe degenerate days, 
would fcarcely be able to ftir it. A map 
of the world hung over the chimney. 
The Life of Hannah Snell^ and Shinhn 
Sbenny Morgan^ Jbentleman of JVahs^ 
together with the pidlures of the different 
ages of men, and of old women grinding 
young again^ adorned the walls. The 
naked fpaces left room for the imagina- 
tion to work at will ; for Time had by va- 
rious fantaftic cracks, and divers colours, 
drawn the outlines of human figures, 
caftles, landfcapes, and hobgoblins, 
and politely left the Spectator to finifh 
them in his own ftile. 

As r have before hinted, our Land- 
lady was bleffed with a volubility of 
fpeech, enough to make her the admira- 
tion and the envy of every Orator, from 
a Robinhoodift up to a Senator ; who 
wi(hes to pafs for eloquent without troub- 
ling himfelf with ideas. At firft we were 

fur- 
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furprifed at her being able to fupply fuch 
a perpetual current. But by attentively 
liftening to her for a minute or two, we 
were initiated into the fecret. I will hot 
fay (he thought aloud ; that would be 
paying her too great a compliment : but 
every trifling idea that (lightly touched 
upon the (ibres of her Cenforium, imme- 
diately ran, by fomething of an electri- 
cal conduftor, to her tongue, and fet 
it into motion. 

I WILL lay an even wager, fays 
Charles, that we pump all the fcandal 
of the neighbourhood out of this loqua- 
cious animal, while (he is laying the din- 
ner cloth. 

It is happy for the neighbourhood, 
faid' I, that thefe Tatlers are to be but 
little credited. For they who are To very 
eager to tell you news, are feldom in a 
difpofition to wait and coUeft the evi- 
dences of its truth* 

L 3 *— And; 
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A nd here, Maria, before I pro- 
ceed any farther, I muft begyou to let a 
greater virtue for a moment take place 
of a lefs, and permit the fidelity of an 
hiftorian to pufli delicacy a little on one 
fide. 

* Well, Landlady, (fays my com- 
panion) have they found the young Raf- 
cal who ran away and left his matter's 
daughter with child ?' 

**What, TomSimkins, Sir?** 

* Yes, I think his name was Simkins. 
He lived with farmei^-vvhat's his name, 
yonder, higher up in the town ?' 

"Right hand, or left. Sir?" 

* If I miftake not, it is on the right 
hand ; but I am not certain.' 

"Oh, oh ! I knows who your Wor- 
(hip means, Nat Allijlons^ Farmer Rich- 

ardfon's 
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ardfofCs man. What, do you know they 
folks, Sir.?" 

* I cannot fay I am much acquainted, 
with them.* 

" Aye, well, I knows what I knows. 
The Uft pays all, fays I. Why, Sir, 
it was no more Nafs child, than it was 
mine\ but f««m's the word ; leafl: faid is 
fboneft mended. A quiet tongue makes- 
a wife head, fays I.*' 

*BuT I have never heard that the 
girl had a bad charafter before.* 

* They muft get up by times, that 
has every body's good word. But I be- 
lieves nobody is duberous whofe child 
it is." 

* What, do they fufpedl****?* fays 
Charles, fupplying the want of a name 
with a fignificant wink, and placing his 
fore-finger along the fide of his nofe.' 

L4 "Well, 
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" Well, well, it's no bread and 
butter of mine, G-d knows ; but there 
are fonie people in the world are no better 
than they (hud be. The Gemman yon 
fpcaksof. Sir, and Ihe was catched to- 
gether once and agen, behind fbme hay- 
ricks in Farmer IVelVs Clofe ; and e'ery 
body fays the Barn is the very moral of 
his Father. Well, I muft fay, when I 
foft heard on't, I was in fuch a confutati- 
on, I did not know what in the world to 
do. Up I gets, and down I falls in a 
fwound like ;— I never was in fuch a quan- 
dary in all my life ; -You might fee 

my heart burfting through my bofom ; 
•— Pve ne'er been my own Woman fince^ 
»— Only fee, Sir, I'm wafted to an Oto- 
my. But they fay a creaking gates goes 
the longeft upon its hinges ; that's my 
comfort." 

* Bu T why was you fo frightened at ' 
this news, Landlady V 

'' Why, 
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"Why, Sir? Why Mr. Parsons 
made love to me at the very faid identi- 
cal time. And I had a fort of fneakii^ 
kindnefs for him too, I can't fay but I had; 
•—He did not ufe me well, I can't fay he 
did ;— but that does not argify,— I bear 
no malice, not I. He was as fine a look- 
ing man as ever lay by the fide of a wo- 
man— ^thof I fay it that (hould not fay it." 

* Where is that Gentleman now ?'. 

* Where is he ? . Gone beyond Sea. 
He may be hanged or drowned for what 
I care. I wifh the Devil's Children Pe- 
vil'sluck, that's all.' 

* And what's become of P^//)'—?' 

" What the JWi//tfr'^youngeft daugh- 
ter?" 

* The fame.' 

" A LITTLE Pufs: Her belly's up 

to hen chin too. Ajs for my part, I keeps 

myfelf to myfelf like. I ftays at home 

and minds my own bufinefe, and never 

L 5. fociatc 
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fociate with any of them, nor keeps any 
correfpondence. But folks will, talk." 

* Bu T what can they fay more upon 
the fubjeft ?' 

" Why, Sir, betwixt you and I, (he 
has been taking Daphne's lexer^ and 
Hickery pickery^ and Tinkly mirth^ and 
a mort of Dodlor's ftufF for the Dropfy, 
•— Dropfy, quotha, the Midwife mult 
tap her, that's all. Ha, ha, ha X^ 

* And how do you like your Curate 
now V 

" Oh, Sir, he is the fineft man ase- 
ver trod fhoe-leather ; and he has fuch 
a laudable voice when he reads prayers ; 
and he is fo merry and comical withal. 
He and I are towns-folks like, for he 
came from Northampton, and I but fe- 
ven miles beyond it. He often comes 
here and fmokes his pipe and his. pot in 
the little parlour below, with Dickafon 
the Excifeman. Folks fays that Dickafon 
is adopted to drinking ; but I ne'er feed 
any harm of him, not I. Let e'ery one 

mend 
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mend one, and the world will laft the 
longer, as the faying is. Any man may 
be o'ertaken in liquor fometimes ; and if 
a Gemman is fober, and peaceable, and 
quiet in his cups, I fees no great harm in 
it, for the matter of that. But the 
world's as full of envy as a toad is of poi- 
fon, as the man fays." 

This, my good friend, and much of 
the fame kind, was the interefting con- 
verfation during our repaft. For the 
Landlady condefcended to officiate as 
waiter; which fhe begged as a particu-' 
lar favor, becauft we were fuch civil gen- 
tlemen, and fuch good company. Whe- 
ther from the above fpecimen x)f her ta- 
lents, you will have the fame favourable 
opinion of her, .1 fhall not . determine. 
You will agree with me in one thing, that 
it is a great happinefs to be out of tha 
reach of fuch inconfiderate pefls to focir 
ety, who can fcarcely open their mouths 
without blafting a charader.- And altho' 
they may be acquitted of malice, or evil 

defign,, 
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defign, do infinite mifchief merely from 
a wantonnefe of tongue. 

F A R T H E R to enlarge, my dear Maria^ 
upon the fubjeft of Scandal^ might be 
deemed a tacit and fcandalous impeach- 
ment of your difpofition and conduft ; 
althoM am well perfuaded that there is 
too large a fhare of juftice and humanity 
in the compofition of that excellent heart, 
ever to admit the malignant whifper, or 
injurious jeft. 

Yet allow me, Maria^ to mention 
one argument againft the vice, which, as 
it is addrefled tofelf-intereji^ may hither- 
to have efcaped your notice. There is 
not, I believe, a more effedual method 
to pafs thro' life, free from the poifoned 
fhafts of malevolent tongues, than to lay 
it down as an invariable rule, never to 
encourage the recital, much lefs to retail 
any malicious anecdote to the prejudice 
of another. It is obfervable, that all 
men fpeak well of thofe who make it a 
point to fpeak /// of no man. It is uni- 

verfally 
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verfally deerfted cowardice^ wantonly to 
attack fuch as never bear any offenjive 
weapons about them. Thefe are admit- 
ted, as neutrals J amidft contending par- 
ties ; and the arrows of malevolence will 
fly on each fide, without being aimed at 
themv or even accidentally wounding 
them. Whereas a difpofition to afperfe 
charadters, is a fair Butt for afperfion. 
It is here as in treafon^ they who love 
the Calumny^ will hate and profecute the 
Calumniator^ with the moft implacable, 
virulence. 

Th E next ftep in virtue, and in refin- 
ed felf'intereft alfo, is to proceed a de- 
gree farther. Whenever we hear a cha- 
rafter traduced, to endeavour to extradt 
the venom, by expatiating upon their 
good qualities, where we know the per- 
fons; or charitably interpret the ^i;/7that 
is alledged againft them, if they be ftran- 
•gers. This will fdmetimes, I acknow- 
ledge, expofe us to injuries in our turn. 
We ftiall now and then receive a few 

ftiokes 



a3o TALKATIVE WOMAN. 

ftrokes of ill-nature, which were intend- 
ed for another. We (hall be termed the 
Protedlors of vice, and the Abettors of 
the crimes we would extenuate. But 
then we (hall in recompence, enjoy in- 
ward fatisfadtion in contemplating the 
virtues of our fpecies ;-— we (hall walk on 
the clean fide, whilft thefe fcavengers of 
human nature are wallowing in all the dirt 
they can find ; — the mind will be habi- 
tuated to the milder virtues ;•— and it will 
poffefs the calfn confcious pleafures of 
benevolence^ inftead of the little, turbid, 
irritating gratifications of ill-tempered 
pride. " C'eft notre Cceiir qui decide de 
nos plaifirs," fays my favorite Maffillon, 
" un coeur corrumpu, ne trouve de joie 
que dans tout ce qui lui rappelle I'image 
des vices. Les joies innocentesneconvien- 
nent qu'a la vertu." That thefe may con- 
tinue to be thine, is the fincere wi(h of 

Your's, &c. J. B. 
LET- 
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LETTER VII. 

Stowe^ July, 1769-^ 

To M A R I A. 



I 



T has hitherto been the prevailing 
difpofition of my mind, Maria, to bope 
the ^^ concerning every future event ; and 
may it ever continue, altho' at the end 
of life, I fhould look back upon a long 
train of difappointments. When Hope 
does not lead to a culpable prefumption, 
it is doubtlefs the bappieji^ and my friend 
Charles will prove, from the principles of 
phyfiology, that it is the healthieft of all 
the paflions. For altho' time (hould not 
bring us the bleffmgs we wifli for, yet it 
gives that certain prefent enjoyment of 
which it was not in the power of difap- 

pointment to rob us : fo that, come 

what will, we may always laugh at mis- 
fortunes for doing only only third of their 

bu- 
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bufinefs ; for troubling us the moment in 
which they are prefent, without their be- 
ing able to deprive us of the paft^ or pre- 
vent ^z future. Now the contrary pafli- 
on, a predominant Fear, is perpetual mi- 
fery. It is mifery felf-created^ fpriiiging 
up within us, without any foreign caufe. 
Wliilft we are under its baneful influence, 
it is not in the power of a prefent blefling 
to make us happy, as it is always imbit- 
tered with doubts ; and all futurity may 
prove a curfe without on^ misfortune. 

I THINK you are acquainted with Mrs. 

■ She is of this unhappy cad.— 

Her groundlefs, unwarrantable apprehen- 
fions of feme unthreatened ill, b-aft all pre- 
fent enjoyment. Health, fortune, an af- 
fectionate, fenfible, and careful hufband, 
lovely and dutiful children, all unite to 
fill up her cup of blifs, and perfuade 
her to drink :— but fhe takes it with fuch 
a trembling hand, as entirely to fpill its 
contents ! No one article of real good can 
make her happy, through this fear of 

fome 
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fome imaginary evil Her dear hufband 
cannot take a (hort journey upon bu- 
finefs, but he is robbed and murdered 
every day of his life. It is true he writes 
t6 her every poft ; but the news of his 
welfare is wifely confidered as an infor- 
mation of the paft, without its being 
any voucher for the future.— Mi fs Sally^ 
her eldcft daughter, pmes away at home 
for want of exercife : — walk in the fticets 
(he may not, through fear of carriages ; 
— - ior would it b^ fafe for her to ramble 
in the fi-lds, — fervanisarefo carehfs, (he 
may have a fall, or be kidnapped whilft 
their backs are turned ; — and feldom is 
fhe allowed to run in the girden, left the 
little heedlefs creature (hould prick her 
fingers in a goofeberry bufh. — ^Mafter 5/7- 
Ifs education is neglefted^ becaufe fchool- 
boys are fo rude ;— his delicate frame is 
not able to contend with the hard(hips chil- 
dren fuffer amongft ftrangers ;— or he may 
catch the fmall-pox or meazles, at fchool. 
Do thefe diforders prevail there ? * No ; 
but they may one time or other ; and my 

chil^ 
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children may fall fick, lofe their beauty, 
lofe their lives before we are aware !' 

The knoment we enter into life, Ma- 
ria, we are placed in a chequered ftate, 
where good and evil are largely blended. 
Which predotninates I (hall not pretend 
to fay. The quefliion is fo extenfive and 
complicated, that were the JVriter able, 
a fhort epiftle would not be fufficient to 
determine it. Whether the balance be 
nearly equal or not, this I know,— -it is 
always in our own power to throw a great 
many more weights into the fcale of enr 
joyment^ than we do. But we feem fond 
of loading the fcale of evil, until Happi- 
nefs kicks the beam !— -What fays com- 
mon fenfe ? Ssled \ht good^ and make 
ufe of every innocent and laudable artifice 

to fecure and increafe it: avoid the 

evil where it is in your power ; and where 
it is not, hope yourfelf out of it as well 
as you can. What do the principles of 
Juftice and Gratitude dictate ? That we 
value ourbleflings, ^htnpojfejfedy as much 

as 
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as we did when in pro/pell ; that we com- 
pare, with a philofophic fcrutiny, o«f ftate 
with even the envied ftate of thofe around 
US; that we compare what we poflefs of 
the ingredients effentially neceffary to the 
enjoyment of a rational Creature, with the 
little that is wanting to make fuch blifs 
complete. But fuppofe the worft : where 
a man is not the caufe of his own misfor- 
tunes by his iniprudence, and where he 
cannot avoid them by his prudence, he 
has a right to make as light of them as 
poflible, either by thinking, or by ^.void- 
ing thought, as fuits his purpofe beft. 
As to myfelf, I generally think of fome- 
thing elfe, and by fome agreeable occu-^ 
pation of my mind, I learn to make my- 
felf almoft infenfible of the evil ^ and then 
wait with all the patience I can colleft, 
until the revolution of worldly affairs (hall 
again bring me a little day-light, and fun- 
fliine. *Tis feldom that I wait long. 

Bu T you fay, ' that a difappointment 
in hope makes the afflidtion double ; and 

that 
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that to fear the word, often gives us oc- 
cafion to rejoice in our miftakes.' 

I ANSWER, that there are great and 
leading paffions in the human mind, which 
if oppofed, may raife fuch tempefts as not 
only to deftroy every other good, but 
overwhelm the conftitution itfdf. But 
with refped to lefler affairs, jand the com- 
mon concerns of life, I Hill maintain my 
propofition. In thefe cafes difappointment 
is by no means mifery. For altho* Hope 
is a pleafing fufpenfe of the mind, yet it 
is ^ fufpenfe^ which in feme meafure breaks 
the fhock of difappointment. B. fides, 
in thefe common cafes, Hope often fati- 
ates at leaft half as much as the pofTeiriort ; 
-and this fatiety makes difappointment Jit- 
tle more than a miftake. At all events 
Hop:^. is generally of a long duration ; the 
effcfts of the miftake upon us are moftly 
tranfient-, and by hoping for fomething 
elf?, we foon bring ourfelves into fuch a 
ftate, as to forget it entirely. 

But 
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Bu T Fear to excefs, is the greatefl pof- 
fible fufFering, and is often more infup- 
portable than the Arrival of the evils we 
dread. So that it may be 3, mercy ^ to let 
the impending calamity fall upon us. 
Few men fufFer in prifon half the torments 
they felt at the inftant they were dragging 
thither ! 

Thus far Philofophy goes. Religion 
goes farther. It teaches us to confide in 
that wife Providence which orders all 
things for the beft : it forbids us to canker 
the^jood we poflefs through a weak fuf- 
picion oF fome future Evil : it orders us 
to caft our burthen upon the Lord ; it pro- 
mifes that he will fuftain it: and furely 
it is not difficult to comply with that other 
injundlion. Rejoice alway^ and again I fay 
rejoice. 

You are obliged to my friend P. for 
the above fermon, as the fequel of my let- 
ter will ftiew. 

Charles and I came to this place 
^OMtfeven in the evening, having fat 

under 
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under a wide fpreading Mulberry Tree, 
at JVinJlow^ during the heat of the day, 
quaffing Negus to our Miftrefles, as friend 
Horace would have done in hot weather, 
inftead of his renowned Fakrnian^ had 
he known our liquor. 

We had fcarcely made the proper en- 
quiries, and given the neceffary direfti- ' 
ons concerning fupper, beds, &c. before 
the faid Mr. P. with Mr. F. and his La- 
dy, drove up to the door in a poft-chaife. 
Our excellent friend difcovered a mani- 
feft difappointment that his Chere Mpitie 
and Children had not yet made their ap- 
pearance. We had ordered tea, but he 
made us drink it in an attitude fimilar 
to that of the Jews taking the Paflbver ; 
{landing with our hats on our heads, and 
canes or whips in our hands ; and fcarce- 
ly had we finifhed the laft difh, but he 
urged us to go with him and meet our 
company on the road. 

The evening was calm and ferene. 
The Sun feemed to be taking his leave of 

the 
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the world in thorough good-humour ; and 
having finiflied, for the day, his work of 
benevolence upon the earth, he appear- 
ed ftillto be in a generous mood, and de- 
termined to difperfe the remainder of his 
Rays amongft the clouds : while the lat- 
ter, to (hew their gratitude I fuppofe, 
were coUedting themfclves together to 
form a Curtain for his chambers in the 
Weft. 

These are beauties, O Cheapfide, 
Lombard ftreet, Cornhill, and all the 
fmoaky courts, narrow paflages, and 
blind allies thereunto appertaining, which 
ye know not ! 

I WAS in the happieft mood imaginable 
to enjoy thefe beauties, but the impor- 
tunate hufband and father, would not per- 
mit me.— Every carriage we heard at a 
diftance raifed his hopes by turns, and by 
turns funk them in defpair.— This mo- 
ment we walked too flow^-— the nex.t he 
was exprefling his apprchenfions that we 
were not in the right path. — One moment 
M he 
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he was calculating the diftance,^— oDodier 
coxijeduring thehour in< which dieymigjht 
have fet out from Oxford ; and like die 
driver of a ftage coach, allowing than 
but thirty minutes atone p!ac<?, and twMj 
at another, he was diftra£t;ed that tbey 
had not arrived three hours aga-— 

Some accident has oenainly happened; 
—the children are fatigued in travelling i 
—or they are \V : or the carriage is bro- 
ken down: or overturned— or-— .— 

— ^r, you are railing a thousand Devib 
to torment you before your.tim^i fiiys 

Charies ! 

I AM ready, continued Charles, to feel 
for you in any real diftrefs ; but truly. Sir, 
I cannot find fympathy enough in my 
conftitution to throw it away upon fuch 
little incidents. Every day brings with 
itfo many lets, and crof&purpofes, without 
real evils, that it is an unneceflary anti- 
cipation of mifery to be anxious on their 
account. 

But here they come in reality. The 

poft- 
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poft-coach, and a pofb-chaife with it ; 
what can it mean ? 

The firft tender greetings on Mr. P.*s 
part confifted of a gentle chide, made 
up of two parts of afFeftion to one of 
pettiftinefe :— which you know, my Dear, 
not to be uncommon upon thefe occafions. 
—Matters were however foon adjufted. 
We found they were all well, and in high 
fpirits, and that their journey had beeti 
delightful. Fanny has brought with them 
her Coufin Frank of Magdalen College, 
and two Collegians of his acquaintance. 
The caufes of their delay were manifold. 
— F/r/?, they had been fo highly enter- 
tained by the curiofities at Oxford, that 
time paffed imperceptibly away .— aJ^cW- 
/y, they flopped and drank tea on the 
road, which detained them longer than 
they had expefted. — Thirdly, The roads 
alfo were fandy, part of the way. — And 
Fourthly, the horfes began to be fa'tigued, 
fo that they advanced flowly for the laft 
five miles. 

M 2 "So 
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" So then, fiiys Charles to Mr. P. here 
are no lefs that/o»r plaufiUe reafons for 
this delay, withont one misfortune. Now 
has not the Fntl Fiend impofed upon you 
an unneccffary dofe of mifery ? Thank 
God that our Fears difappoint us pcr- 
hapi^ full aa often as our Hopes !" 

Let us go to the inn, fupper awaits us. 
■i^ ■ And a delightful fupper it was. All 
was innocence, mirth and gaiety. We mu- 
tually agreed to banifh every uneafinefs, 
and leave our cares to that grand maga- 
zine of caresjthe great Metropolis. Charles 
thought Fanny heavenly in her looks, and 
aetherial in her wit and fpirit. They 
were the Champaign of the company. 
Joyous as I was, I could not forbear 
longing for my more elegant Burgundy ; 
if a gallant may be permitted to com- 
pare his Miftrefs to a bottle of wine, 
either upon account of its cordial^ exhilara- 
ting ^ or intoxicating quality. 

Adieu. J. B. 

LET- 
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Tanta in Muneribut fiducia. 

Jvv. Sat. 
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LETTER VIII. 

Stowe^ July^ 1769: 

To M A R I A . 

JL/ITTLE incidents are fometimes 
pregnant with inftruAion ; and trivial cir- 
cumftances, fcarcely attended to by the. 
majority of mankind, will frequently 
furnifhaCIue, that (hall lead an inquifitive 
obferver, into the inmofl: receffes of the 
human heart. 

One Clue of this nature my friend 
Charles and myfelf picked up in the ftreets 
of Buckingham', and another upon our 
firft entrance into the publick-room of my 
prefent Hotel. Thefe, in the proper order of 
time,qjjght to have been mentioned before 
the incidents recorded in the preceding let- 
ter. But our recoUeftion will not always ob- 
ferve order ; nor will thoughts always pre- 
fent themfelves at our command. We 
M 4 muft 
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muft reft contented therefore to catch 
icm, whenever they are difpofed to flow.jg 

As we were riding through iht Town 

ii^ uncertain;tt'i^ri&tatake^(XIliarles aiked 
the fimple qtleft^'bl^'^drft perfon we 
chanced to meet ; 

>>6o0o Womal^ {myiihKihdFtii^ 
Min>adto!S^k9ir^ -^bx-jl ^r^.r/.r. i- •:> 

*^ Good ^^i^'|Q^ the 

ftranger, placing h^r arms a'k^mbo, aji4 
giving a fignificant jeife with W head; 

*' Good fVoman^ forfooth! I am no more a 
good woman than your/elf^ Sir. To let 
you know, I have lived in this parifti 
above feven and twenty year and a half^ 
and never was called no other than Mrs. 
Bennet^ or Mrs. Margaret^ orfo ; and I'll 
not ht good-woman^ d at this time of life, I 
promife you; and fo you may find your 
way for your pains, and lam to know 
who you fpeak to another time." 

My Companion made her a moft obfe- 

quious 
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quious bow, confefling that he was, if pofli- 
ble, more fenfibk of his error than herfelf. 

Upon our arrival at this place, we were 
conduced into the public room, by a very 
fmart waiter, who moft politely queftioned 
us, ' fVbat doyoupleafe to want gentlemen ?* 

Un m I n d f u l of his dignity of office, I 
anfwered, ' why the firft thing I (hall want 
is a pair of flippers; for my boots are 
uneafy. Bring the Jack, Waiter/ 

The obliging fmiles which were croud- 
ing into the mufcles of his face, inftantly 
checked themfelves, and precipitately re- 
tired. Bang went the door, the windows 
jarred, and die china rattled upon the man- 
tle-piece. — It took me upwards of fifteen 
minutes, with the aid of cour eous lan- 
guage, and a glafs of generous wine to ef- 
face the fevere contra<tlions from his brow. 

I c A NNOT, Maria, confider thefe two 

inftances of Self-importance as perfonal 

foibles in the parties, fo much as faithful 

famples of human nature at large. This 

fpecies of Vanity runs through every clafs 
M 5 of 
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of men ; nor cfcapes perhaps an individual 
in each clafs. yf// are vain offomethingj 
and think dial they pofTefs Tome gift, fome 
laknt, fome quality, which gives them a 
fupenority over their neighbours ; or at 
leaft enables them to maintai n their balance. 
Thus doth the Mrfi offdencf prefer the ac- 
quifition of folid knowledge, to the fuper- 
ficial frothinefs of a IVir : the If^it confi- 
ders the man of Sdcnee as little better 
than a drudge, employed in the collect ion 
of materials for himfelf to play with : while 
the Man of So^er SeK/e^ confiders the one 
as a PeAiut^und the other a Coxcomb^ w^here 
they are not employed intheinvelligation 
of ufeful knowledge, or in putting vice and 
folly out of countenance. Th^ Hiftorian^ 
Geometrician^ &c. value themfelves for be- 
ing in puifuitof//i^j alone : xhtfpecuhtive 
Pbilofopher^ confiders thefe/^/ff# as xhtfoot^ 
ftepsoi inveftigation merely, and finds his 
f«pcriority in the ufe which he makes of 
them : and an admirer of the Belles LeP- 
ires pities the one and the other when they 

riemaiadeftituteof an improved tafte^and 

refine- 
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refinement upon their mental feelings. 
The D/i;/«^ fwells with the idea of his be- 
\h%tbe man ofGody and. thinks himfelf, by 
virtue of his profeflion, as fuperior to the 
Phyjician or Counfelldr^ as the foul is fupe- 
rior to the body or ejiate : the Pbyfician 
maintains, that without healthy a man can 
neither enjoy, this world, nor fuitably pre- 
pare fbr. the other : and the Advocate pleads 
that be enforces thefe moral obligations, 
and fecures that peace and property, with- 
out which health itfelf would be of little 
value. The King prides himfelf with being 
the Sovereign of millions : and the State/- 
man is vain of being able to diredt his fo- 
vereign as he pleafes. The Man of^lua- 
lity would , refent his being taken for a 
Plebeian \ and the Man of an Independant 
Fortune^ . were he fufpefted .. of being, a 
Tradefman. The Wbohfale Tradefman 
feels his fuperiorlty, in not being obliged 
to ferve behind the compter ; and he that 
keeps a (hop, would but ill brook his being 
miftaken for his Journeyman. A purchaf- 
er of 0/t/ Clotbes will thank God that he is 

rot. 
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* I underload that he lodged here, Sir.' 

" Who gave you to underftand fuch a. 
falfhood. Sir i" 

' A concurrence of circumftances have 
led me into it, if it btonc — My friend lod- 
ges with an Apothecary on this fide of the- 
ftrect, and near to thispnrtofit ; andlcou^j 
eluded jo«/V niuft have been the houfe/ 

* T A KE ray word for it, good Sir, yourj 
concUtfions ^rcfalfe. As you feemtohavej 
trufted to your eyes more than to yonr me- 
myry, they migSt havs undeceived you, 
had you read my infcriptions. I am a 
WHOLESALE Chymijl and Druggift^ and 
no Apothecary^ I aflure you :~nor are mj 
rooms for Lodgers^ Sir.'* 

As he- was vfenfiWe that no reply wasr 
requifite, he would not ftay for one, but 
performing a quick evolution, he made a 
precipitate march behind his counter. 

Howe v e r , I foon found my friend's 
roof, and was informed he was above 

ftairs. 
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tairs. Being my own pilot, I was (leering 
iiredlly into the Dining-room. The La- 
dy of the manfion defired leave to acquaint 
me, that (he kept xhtfirjl floor for herfelf 
and her family : nor did (he let the upper 
chambers, but to oblige ?i friend. Begging 
pardon for the miftake, I afcended to the 
fecond^oxy. The gentleman received me 
with a confufed countenance,— was forry 
I fhould take fo much unn^ceffary trou- 
ble,— ^blamed the fervants for not calling 
him down to me in his lower apartments, 
— and took care to hint it was merely 
from choice that he chiefly refided in the 
tipper room, as it was the mod airy, and 
freeft from noife. 

At another time^ I remember, being 
fatigued with the peregrinations of the 
morning, I ftepped into a genteel CofFee- 
Houfe, near Lincoln*s-.inn, and ordered 
agillof L/^e?». 

•^ Sir, we fell no wine by the Gill^ in 
this houfe," faid a decent well-dreflTed 

Lady 



and 1 



256 SELF-IMPORTANCE 

Lady at the bar, bridling her chin, and 
rubbing her hand, to give emphafis to 
the declaration. 

* Why then, Madaai, afingle glafs of 
rpirits will do as well/ 

*' Thou vulgar mortal ! UTiat, do you 
miftakc the refort of the Gentry for a 
GiN-sHOF ? On the other fide Temple- 
bar, you may be accommodated with a^ 
twopenny glals, but / ferve no fuch cuf^fl 

Itomers." ■ 

This was the onW cordial I could ge^ 
from my fair Hoftefe, and it warmed me- 
fufficiently till I came on the other iide of 
Temple-Bar, where I found the defired 
dram heightened by the great civility of 
the attendant. 

Some years ago, when I was an occa* 
fional vifitor in town, a Sboe-black near 
Cbaring'CrofSj feeing my (hoes were not 
in a condition to afcend a dining'room. 
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obfeqiiioufly faluted me with, Japan your 
Jboes^your Honour P 

Disclaiming every fuperiority of 
clafs I anfwered, in the innocence and 
frolickfomenefs of my heart, * Aye, come 
on, my Lord^ and I will give you two- 
pence if you clean them well.* 

** D— N you and your money into the 
bargain,— fays my hero, throwing an old 
wig into his pan, darting from a curve 
into a ftraight line, quick as an unftrung 
bow, and placing his hands by his fides 
— ^4'd have you to know. Sir, I am as 
ftraight and well made a man as any in 
the kingdom, and no more a Lord than 
yourfelf, let me tell you." 

' Come, come, Honefty I know it, 

I know it. I was only willing to return 

the compliment you paid to my Honor : 

—Be pacified, and Til give thee fixpence 

to drink my health, that thou mayeft be 

affured I meant not to infult thee.' 

Gob 
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" God blefs your honour, you are j 
, Gentleman every inch of you." 

—He returned to his work— my fhoci 
ihone like a poliflied mirror ; and I wai 
entertained with the hiftory of his conquefts 
over the Fair, during the whole of the 
operation. 

Di V E R T E D with the fcene, I was willing 
to relate it to my Hoftefs in the evening, 
when I returned to my lodgings. 

' Landlady^ I have met with a humour- 
ous adventure to day/— 

. '"Sir," fays (he, in a grave accent, 

" it is not the cuftom in London^ whatever 
it may be in other places, to give that 
title to the Miftrefs of an Hotel The 
I expreffion is vulgar, fit only for a Pot- 

\ houfe, or an Inn-keeper's^ and I wonder any 

[ Gentlemm can make ufe of it. However " 

adds ftie, with ineffable condefcenfion, 
'' I (hall be glad to hear of your adven- 
ture." 

This 
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This fudden fliock took away my in- 
clination for a recital : and the better to 
evade it, I propofed defeiring my naira- 
tive till after fupper, efpecially as flie 
feemed fomewhat engag-d. After fupper 
I complained of being fatigued and fleepy, 
and begged to be condudled to my 
chamber. 

" Mary," commanded the hoftefsi, 
" (how the Gentleman to the Antelope'* 

M s H A L L be glad, Mary^ if you would 
juft air my bed.' 

The girl changed her complexion, bit 
her lips, and gave a tofs with her head, 
which convinced me, that whatever free- 
dom her Miftrefs might take, / ought to 
have called 'her Mrs. Mary or Molly 2X 
lead : and in order to make reprifals, (he 
transferred the office to her fellow fervant. 

"Sarah, fh ow the Man that fupped 
in the George to his room ; and he is to 

have 
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have his bed warmed, I think my mif- 
trefs fays." 

Th e Man in the George^ walking to 
his Bed in the Antelope^ was as heartily 
mortified at being curtailed the diffyllable 
GENTLE, as any of thofe could have 
been, whofe vanity had contributed fo 
much to his amufement : and he learned 
that he was not able to laugh at the follies 
of mankind, without his own being inclu- 
ded in the number. 



THE END. 
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